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Perceptual training on Korean obstruents for Vietnamese learners™

Hyosung Hwang**

Department of Linguistics, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This study aimed to reveal how Vietnamese adult learners at three different proficiency levels perceive Korean word-initial
obstruents and whether errors can be corrected through perceptual training. To this end, 105 Vietnamese beginner,
intermediate, and advanced learners were given perceptual training on Korean word-initial. The training materials were
created by actively utilizing Korean minimal pairs as natural stimuli recorded by native speakers. Learners in the
experimental group performed five 20—40 minute self-directed perceptual training sessions over a period of
approximately two weeks, while learners in the control group only participated in the pretest and posttest. The results
showed a significant improvement in the perception of sounds that were difficult to distinguish before training, and both
beginners and advanced learners benefited from the training. This study confirmed that large-scale perceptual training can
play an important role in helping Vietnamese learners learn the appropriate acoustic cues to distinguish different sounds in
Korean.
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ths AL owjsich AR Ao 88 U o2 25, T
=, 139 FAATE] A9 Z5(B=—0.089, SE=0.113, z=0.792,
=0.99), ZHB=0.048, SE=0.116, 7=0.415, p=1.00), TTHB=—0.064,
SE=0.134, z=0.474, p=1.00)2] ZA7}Z Ho] AA Y AES} ALE
HAE ZeelA fou]gh xfo] & HolA| gh5& & AUSUTh
Hhd A A S-S 2 3(B=0.643, SE=0.073, z=8.824, p<0.001),
HH(B=0.538, SE=0.078, z=6.860, p<0.001), 1L (B=0.397, SE=0.086,
7=4.622, p<0.001)8] A& Ho] T g5 A= g

g ATk

E 6. MEGQ 29 ARG Aol Az ot T (%)
Table 6. Perceptual accuracy and improvement (%) for Korean obstruents
in Vietnamese beginner experimental group

ARE | AR | 3 | z-value | p-value
/71| 448 | 513 | 65 | 0974 | .33
HE | /o/ | 232 | 392 16 3.031 002"
/8/ | 583 | 65.6 73 | 1.190 | 23
/1| 424 | 665 | 24.1 | 3.988 | <.001"
9 | Ae | /o) | 447 | 744 | 297 | 4.894 | <001
/mi/ | 504 | 68.8 | 184 | 3.165 .0016™
/=] 65.6 | 75.2 96 | 1.756 | .07
AL | /E/| 68 88 20 4.039 | <001™
/) | 593 64 47 | 0.821 41
AL | /=7 352 | 504 | 152 | 2.530 011"
s | Ae | /x| 36 56.8 | 20.8 | 3.395 0007
AL | /=/| 552 | 616 6.4 | 1.035 30
b AL | /)| 512 | 576 64 | 0965 ‘33‘
AL | /A | 512 | 656 | 144 | 2411 016

"p<.05, "p<.01, ""p<.001.
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7.0 E%9 FF AP Foh e A7 HH =9} FIE%)
Table 7. Perceptual accuracy and improvement (%) for Korean obstruents
in Vietnamese intermediate experimental group

AL | AFE | A | z-value | p-value
/)| 535 | 664 | 129 | 2162 | .03
BAE | /=) | 48 608 | 12.8 | 2214 | .027
/b/ | 608 | 77.5 | 167 | 3.363 | <001
/M| 607 | 776 | 169 | 3256 | .00117
a9 | Ag | /;/ | 728 | 776 48 | 1.007 | .31
/| 672 | 73.7 65 | 1.177 | 24
/3] | 688 80 112 | 2245 | 025
AL | /e/ | 88 90.4 24 | 0702 | .48
/3z/ | 672 | 784 | 112 | 2235 | .025
HE | /=] | 424 | 584 16 2732 | .006™
g2 | AL | /| 488 64 152 | 2.623 | .009™
AL | /=/| 568 | 73.6 | 168 | 2.816 | .005"
2 HES | /~/| 664 | 648 | -1.6 | 0278 | .78
AE | IR 76 76.8 08 | 0.161 | .87
"p<.05, “"p<.01, " p<.001.

8 HEER] 15 AP Holl 5 A7 Aot (%)
Table 8. Perceptual accuracy and improvement (%) for Korean obstruents
in Vietnamese advanced experimental group

AFE | AR | 3 | z-value | p-value

/] 672 | 752 8 1476 | .14

AL | /o) | 575 | 704 | 129 | 2515 | .012°

/H/ | 752 | 872 12 2.402 016

/M| 84 | 90.4 6.4 | —0.542 | .59

g9 | A | /re/ | 80 86.4 64 | 1.649 | .10

/e/ | 839 | 81.6 | =23 | -0.542 | .59

/3] 824 | 945 | 12.1 1371 17

AL | /E/ | 808 | 888 8 1.871 | .06

/3/ | 792 | 85.6 64 | 1371 17

HE | /=] | 543 | 648 | 10.5 1.733 .08

2| AL | /| 704 | 752 48 | 0940 | 35

2L | /=/| 809 | 81.6 07 | 0172 | .86

e B [/~ ] 641 | 656 | 15 | 0271 | .79

Ae | /A | 832 | 832 0 0.000 1.0
'p<.05, " p<.01, " p<.001
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