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Client | Kim, Kyoungjin

Supervisor | SINA Architects @ o ﬁ\{ﬁ h @

Construction | Kim, Kyoungjin W 1 53] w Ol @

Design intention realization | SHAMMAH Architects

Location | 66, Guwol-ro 115beon-gil. Namdong-gu, Oy %
Incheon, Korea

Program | Mixed-use facility

Site area | 154.90m

Building area | 92.71m

Gross floor area | 302.13m

Building to land ratio | 59.86% l

Floor area ratio | 192.31% )

Building scope | 4F ® \
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Exterior finishing | =

Interior finishing |
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A building with the same designer and builder

A few years ago, there was a time when the architecture world
was shaken up for a while by the law about the designation of
supervisors by building permit holders for small-scale buildings.
This project serves as a reminder that we need to reconsider
the supervisory authority of the designer. Looking back on my
memories, it reminds me of the nightmare of poor construction
when the designer could not supervise, even though | worked at
an architect's office that no clients or contractors could ignore
at that time. | was often ignored, even when | visited the site at
no charge. | tried to persuade the supervisor and the builder to
build according to drawings in terms of architectural concepts.
The reason is that the statement specified in specifications or
drawings, "in case a specific product cannot be used inevitably or
it is difficult to reflect design drawings depending on the on-site
situation, the product of the same level or higher shall be used
under the approval of the supervisor," is widely known. As such,
once construction begins, the designer's authority is reduced.
However, this project could reflect the designer's intentions as
much as possible in that the designer acted as a builder, Thanks to
this, we could match the reference point of the pattern plan and
the detailed construction elements, such as railings and hardware,
which the contractor or the supervisor could miss or fail to grasp,
to the architectural drawings as much as possible. The biggest
achievement was that we could increase the completeness of the
building by having the authority to change it according to the
design intent, even when it was necessary to change drawings or
materials due to construction errors. As a result, the total design
reflects the architectural concept that the designer considers
essential, from the exterior of the building to the furniture,
although not perfect.

Stick to the basics (function - structure - beauty)

Small buildings in Korea are often shaped by building codes and
regulations. As the property was cut off with corners of 18m X 8.4m,
the size and shape of the building were determined under the
highest priority of ensuring maximum floor area ratio (FAR) and
maximum building coverage ratio (BCR). According to the building
regulations, three-story building can be built on this property, but
surrounded buildings were five—story buildings which were built
back in 70's and 90's, If a small three—story building sits here based
on building regulations, an independent building will be created
which ignores the entire context of the city.

The goal of this project was to consider the building regulations
first to solve these problems. As a result, the concept of Three
Planes, Five Layers allowed us to integrate the function,
structure, and beauty of architecture. The three planesare
responsible for the form and structure of the building at the
same time. Masses with three independent facadesemphasizethe
main entrance of the building, the angular edge part is the
main entrance of the commercial spaces, the two sides are
highlighted by the two planes that protrude over the edge, and
the exteriorstaircase leading to the second floor of the building
highlights the two independent facadesby creatingan open
space. As a result, these three exterior walls were becoming main
structural parts of the building. Instead of using column-beam
structure system, these wall structure system was used which was
not generally being used.

The five of horizontal layers are the result of a combination of
function, structure and beauty. The fourth floor's mass follows
the line of dedication which resulted slanted mass according to
the building codes and it provides unique aninteresting form of a
mass. Also, the beams placed on top of the angled mass on the
third floor of the building and the pillars create five layers. These
layersare providing variationof the form, and it used as a lighting
installation for an out-door space use and passage way to the air-
conditioning tubes and mechanical facilities. In addition, curtain
walls are constructed for the lighter weight and less material use
tohelpwith better structural system for an angled mass on fourth
floor.

Realization of the architectural concept

The building that was created is in harmony with the environment
of the city and naturally blends into surroundedbuildings. The
building has levels of four, but the building's three facades are
extended out to five stories high which turn intosimilar height
of the surroundedbuildings and the red color-concrete block
harmonizes with existing brick buildings.

In addition, the facades and layerswere reinterpreted and
used as architectural design elements which includestaircases
and furniture. The exterior staircase was creating layers of
spaces by using colored concrete blocks, glass, and stepped
staircaselanding. The exterior wall has two different color of
mortar in used which were matching with red brick and dark
gray. The red mortar tends to be invisible and dark gray motar
represents the process of the bricks being stacked.

71



