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Geulbit Public Library Interior
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Client | Seongbuk-gu

Supervisor | A-top Architecture

Construction | Toppers design Coporation

Project team | Lee, Jeiwan / Oh, Eunyoung / Kim, Inseo

Location | First and Second floor, 20, Gireum-ro 7-gil,

Seongbuk-gu, Seoul, Korea

Program | Publice Library

Site area | 4,143.50m

Building area | 1,921.99mm

Gross floor area | 726.07m among 9,484.68m

Building to land ratio | 46.39%

Floor area ratio | 114.57%

Building scope | Library space (726.07) on the 1F
and 2F of the building with 2 basement floors
and 4 floors above the ground

Structure | RC, Steel frame structure

Interior finishing | Designated decoration tile, Eco-friendly paint,

Designated LPM furniture, PVC sheet

Design period | Feb. 2020 - Jun. 2020

Construction period | Aug. 2020 - Nov. 2020

Photograph | Kim, Junghan _ A-top Architecture

Mechanical engineer | Toppers design Coporation

Electrical engineer | Kukdong Power Tech Coporation
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Prologue

Geulbit Public Library occupies the first and second floors of Seoul's
Seongbuk Media Culture Maru, When you enter the lobby of the lower
Piloti with a grand exterior, you can see an open hall connected to the
4th floor and tiered seats on the 2nd floor, Unlike spatial openness, dry
and dull materials such as granite, water paint, ceiling tex, and downlight
created heterogeneous desolateness. After that, a long space, 8.5 meters
wide and 38.5 meters long was planned as a library on the second floor.
In a small 600-square meter library, space and movement flow were
segmented by a steel diagonal stairway connecting the first and second
floors above the ground at the center. The eyes were distracted to the
outside through open glass windows on all sides. The client and the library
director also recognized the limitations and problems of the space and
demanded a new concept of a library differentiated from the existing 14
district libraries.

Design Purpose | _ Zone Division and Openness

In general, public libraries tend to have divided space by programs such
as an adults' reading room, a children's reading room, an infants' reading
room, a reference library room, a computer room, and an education
room. However, it is often difficult for a small-scale district library to cope
with space limits, the demand for various programs, and the expansion
and change of space over time, Overcoming space limitations, the area
secures its territoriality and openness, which allows the manager to freely
change the space in response to changing library programs and cultures,
To this end, a wall-mounted shelf is used in such places as a reference
library room to accommodate 30,000 books instead of fixed furniture.
Depending on the height and location of a wall-mounted bookshelf, it is
used for different purposes, and in particular, the higher part serves as a
library storage room with old books. The bookshelf draws eyes, opened to
the outside, into the inside of the library while creating a visual relationship
with the external environment by extending the pocket space and the
back of the bookshelf, Some of the wall-mounted bookshelves are used
for library promotion and exhibition purposes to introduce a variety of
events and recommended books to the outside world.

Design Purpose Il _Expansion and Connection of Zones

According to the user's age, each room, such as an adult's room, a
children’s room, and an infants' room, is on a different floor, The space,
divided diagonally by the staircase, flows and connects areas through the
expansion of the zone and the floor and ceiling pattern design, The low
space under the stairs on the first floor above the ground is a children's
zone that needs parental protection. A buffer zone (information desk,
children's publicity/exhibition zone) is constructed in a cozy oval space to
avoid being affected by the surroundings. The left and right sides of the
diagonal staircase expand into a children's zone and a youth zone. Using
the lower part of the staircase, the pocket bookshelf divides zones and
connects them again visually. Users can recognize each zone through
individual identities of the zones: the oval infants' area with a motif of a
new life, a children's zone with a diagonal tiered seat and pattern that
contains a collective culture, and a youth zone with a house feeling for
having an independent self. The adults' reading zone on the 2nd floor is
divided by a diagonal staircase, from the entrance to the information desk,
into dynamic spaces such as an adult publicity/exhibition zone, a media
reading zone, and a relaxation zone; and static spaces such as an adults’
reading room, a reference library room, and a laptop desk. In addition, the
areas are connected by the pattern design of the floor and the ceiling.

Atmosphere_Light, Landscape, Color

‘Light is invisible and intangible, but users can feel it through energy and
wavelength. ‘Landscape’ allows users to feel stable with the harmony
of plants, and ‘color’ regulates users’ emotions’ light," landscape,” and
‘color’ are materials that can be apparent through the eyes, that is, visual
materials. Considering Geulbit Public Library has different age groups and
programs in a small space, Aqua Deep Blue was selected as an accent
color that respects each zone, encompasses the whole, and emphasizes
the area. Aqua Deep Blue, the color of the deep sea, changes into Deep
Aqua at any time but into Deep Blue at night according to the change
of time. The coldness of Aqua Deep Blue harmonizes with natural light,
artificial light, and landscaping to provide users with a visual warmth and a
comfortable atmosphere.
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