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The Correlations among Psychological Control in Parents with a child,
and Empathy, Humor Sense, Parenting self-efficacy
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to examine the correlations among empathy, humor sense parenting
self-efficacy and psychological control in Korean parents with a child. For research, 203 parents with a child
under the age of 5 attending kindergarten in Seoul participated in this study. As a result of the study, parenting
self-efficacy was the lowest and psychological control was the highest. In adittion, among ‘empathy’, ‘humor
sense’ and ‘autonomy support’, ‘guilt inducement’ on sub factor of psychological control showed a significant
correlations. In addition, 'cognitive empathy' on sub factor of empathy was significantly correlated with
‘autonomy control' on sub factor of psychological control, and 'preference for humor' on sub factor of humor
was significantly correlated with 'identical parenting' on sub factor of psychological control. Among parenting
self-efficacy and ‘autonomy support’, ‘guilt inducement’, ‘autonomy control’ on sub factor of psychological
control showed a significant negative-correlation. ‘Difficulty in parental roles’ on sub factor of parenting
self-efficacy was negatively correlated with other factors except ‘identical parenting’ on sub factor of
psychological control.
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Table 3. The content and reliability of each sub-factor of the
parent's empathy ability scale
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