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A Comparative Study of the Legal Regulations on
Contracting for Dangerous Work

Jin-Woo Jung’

Department of Safety Engineering, Seoul National University of Science and Technology

ABSTRACT

Objectives: South Korea's occupational safety and health legislation appears on the surface to have stronger
regulations than any other country, but it is criticized for having many problems when viewed from the
perspective of the effectiveness and universality of these regulations. Therefore, it is necessary to consider
the validity of the regulatory content and the methods for contract work in South Korea.

Methods: The main issues in contract work are compared and analyzed in terms of the occupational safety
and health laws systems in South Korea and other developed countries. Based on this, problems related to
contract regulation are derived from the perspective of legal policy studies. In addition, effective improvement
measures for the derived problems will be proposed.

Results: Other developed countries impose obligations suitable for the status and role of persons who entrust
work in consideration of the fact that they do not directly manage risks and in terms of the effectiveness of
industrial accident prevention. These countries generally impose obligations such as management of facilities
and machinery, cooperation and coordination with subcontractors, cooperation and coordination obligations
between subcontractors, and guidance obligations on a person who entrusts a work.

Conclusions: It is difficult to achieve effectiveness in preventing accidents with based on unreasonable
regulations that do not conform to safety principles or legal theory. Regulations on contract work need to be
converted to rational cogent regulations based on science and rationality, not ideology and emotion. To this
end, the legal system for contract work must have international universality.

Key words: occupational safety and health legislation, contract work, subcontractor, industrial accident, safety
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