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m Abstract

The Symbolism and Significance of the Dao Flag
in Daesoon Jinrihoe

Choi Chi-bong

Researcher, Asia Research Center of Religions

In religious symbology, an emblem is a symbolic mark, which
differentiates a religion from other groups. In addition, it holds a
symbolic or conceptual character that enables viewers to recognize
a certain religion. Daesoon Jinrihoe, a representative order among
Korean religious traditions, also has a symbolic mark; however, it
has not been designated with an official name as symbol despite
its usage dating back to May 11, 1978. At the time, that mark
has served as an emblem. Afterwards, the emblem was printed
and has been officially used as a flag (unofficially known as the
Dao Flag, the Fellowship Flag, etc.) since October 20th of that
same year. The emblem of Daesoon Jinrthoe which is not only
printed in the flag but has been utilized as a symbolic mark
representing the order. Nevertheless, it is hard to find research
related to this symbol. Consequently, this study aims to apprehend
the existing materials about the flag's emblem and its meaning, as
well as attempt to interpret its various implications. Indeed, this

work will suggest another point of view about the emblem given
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that it embraces ambiguity.

This research suggests that the emblem symbolically depicts the
Daesoon (Great Itineration), Samwon (=[&], Three Circles), Sadae
(PUX, Four Dae), and the Center, and that, all together, this can
imply more profound meanings than were expressed in previously
posited explanations. As such, this study draws further significance
from Daesoon Thought and find: first, the circle in the center of
the emblem signifies the pivot of Daesoon; not just the earthly
circle (#E) or the human circle (A[E). This opens up the
possibility that the circle symbolizes Mugeuk (Limitlessness) and
Taegeuk (Great Ultimate), which include the pivot of Heaven,
Earth, and Humanity. Secondly, the symbol of soil (&4) in the
center is separated from the human circle and reveals the symbol
of harmony and creation as the rod shape of Four Dae. Thirdly,
the protuberances in the circle point to specific directions and this

allows for additional layers of meaning.

Keywords: Daesoon Jinrihoe, religious symbolism, the flag emblem of
the Dao, symbolic marks, Mugeuk & Taegeuk
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