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Announcing an upcoming special issue on climate change 

John Kennedy 

Editor in Chief 

AJPOR is planning a special issue on climate change.  

AJPOR previously had a special topic issue in August 2020 that had eight articles 

related to COVID-19. Besides those articles, AJPOR has continued to publish articles 

related to the topic. AJPOR was and remains a vehicle for publishing COVID-19 articles 

because of the importance of the topic. However, the marginal gains from each article 

become less, and we may be reaching a point where COVID-19 research is not unique 

but simply a common research topic. I don’t know how much the special issue 

contributed to the amount of COVID-19 research, but it allowed Asian researchers to 

contribute to the world-wide understanding of the challenging behavioral aspects 

related to COVID-19. This contribution is important because continuing attention to 

COVID-19 may yield insights that can be used to understand the human dynamics of 

future pandemics. 

Based on the strong response to the prior special issue, we expect many good 

quality articles on public opinion and climate change. Decreasing the impact of climate 

change requires that we know more about how much people know, what they think, 

and their behaviors related to the challenges of reducing the human impact on climate. 

Just as with COVID-19 research, our understanding of how climate change is perceived 

and acted on in Asia is incredibly important to the overall global need for climate 

action. 

 I hope many of you will submit articles for the special issue. The deadline for 

articles is February 28, 2023. We will publish the special issue soon after the articles 

are reviewed. AJPOR also welcomes volunteers to help edit and review the articles. If 

you are interested, please contact me – kennedyj@indiana.edu. 
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Biographical Note: 

 
John Kennedy directed the Indiana University Center for Survey Research for 24 
years. He also directed the University of Hartford Institute of Social Research for two 
years and was employed at the US Census Bureau for four years. He earned a PhD in 
sociology from the Pennsylvania State University. He has been involved in the 
development of a number of professional journals and was the founding editor of 
Survey Practice, an e-journal published by the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research. He has also been actively involved in professional research ethics 
including chairing Indiana University Social Behavioral IRB for 12 years and he served 
on two committees that revised the American Sociological Associations Code of Ethics. 
He teaches a graduate course in Survey Design.  
 
He can be reached at Smith Research Center 123, 2805 E 10th St, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, IN 47408, USA or by email at kennedyj@indiana.edu. 
 


