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Diagnostic evaluation and educational intervention for learning disabilities by Hyeonmi Hong (Education Research
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Abstract

Learning disabilities (LD), also known as learning disorders, refers
to cases in which an individual experiences lower academic ability as compared
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to the normal range of intelligence, visual or hearing impairment, or an inability

to peform learning. Children and adolescents with learning disabilities often have
emotional or behavioral problems or co-existing conditions, including depression,
anxiety disorders, difficulties with peer relationships, family conflicts, and low
self-esteem. In most cases, attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder coexists.
As learning disabilities have the characteristics of a difficult heterogeneous
disease group that cannot be attributed to a single root cause, they are diagnosed
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based on an interdisciplinary approach through medicine and education, such as
mental health medicine, education, psychology, special education, and neurology.
In addition, for the accurate diagnosis and treatment of learning disabilities,
the diagnosis, prescription, treatment, and educational intervention should be
conducted in cooperation with doctors, teachers, and psychologists. The treatment
of learning disabilities requires a multimodal approach, including medical and
educational intervention. It is suggested that educational interventions such as the
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and the Response to Invention (RTI) should be

implemented.
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Table 1. DSM-5, four criteria of specific learning disorder"

Learning disabilities

T e S=as7iEdo] et KEDI-WISC

1

A BIHE
(Korean-Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children)'®=
=, A 2 A4 G0l FEEHM A AAF, ol & 5
J AsAgERE ofdEt 9 QA7 sE= 127] &FAE
sto] G7t 7hssttt S e S HESIS HolA AEEt 7]
%28+5 52 HAHNISE-B-ACT: National Institute Of Special
Education basic academic competence tests)” S A-8-35}0]
71, 8t 227 F9] ZEst AARE AR o] flofj® 7] &5}
%715 357} AA(Basic Academic Skills Assessment), 3171
AAF 9 Q17] QIR A 5ZHAHTest of Reading Achievement

and Reading Cognitive Processes Ability), #3152 HA}

al
-

Af
=
<]

(continuous performance test), AZ-2% SAAHvisual-
motor integration), 2<%t 18 2v7] AAHmarching familiar
figure test), AZ-25 88 ¥ AAZHAHbender gestaldt
integration) 5= AH&oto] T 7|2 AQ1 o AA] I AFE|

£ Y7t

1. Have difficulties in at least one of the following areas for at least 6 months despite targeted help

« Difficulty reading (e.g., inaccurate, slow and only with much effort).

« Difficulty understanding the meaning of what is read.
« Difficulty with spelling.

* Difficulty with written expression (e.g., problems with grammar, punctuation or organization).

« Difficulty understanding number concepts, number facts or calculation.

« Difficulty with mathematical reasoning (e.g., applying math concepts or solving math problems).

2. Have academic skills that are substantially below what is expected for the child’s age and cause problems in school, work or everyday activities.

3. The difficulties start during school-age even if some people don’t experience significant problems until adulthood (when academic, work and

day-to-day demands are greater).

4. Learning difficulties are not due to other conditions, such as intellectual disability, vision or hearing problems, a neurological condition (e.g.,

pediatric stroke), adverse conditions such as economic or environmental disadvantage, lack of instruction, or difficulties speaking/understanding

the language.

A diagnosis is made through a combination of observation, interviews, family history and school reports. Neuropsychological testing may be used to

help find the best way to help the individual with specific learning disorder.
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