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A Study on Aid in Dying

Jieun Lee

Associate Professor, College of Law, Soongsil University

=ABSTRACT=

“Aid in Dying” means that when a decision-making patient suffers from an
incurable disease, a drug that can speed up death is prescribed by a doctor and
used to lead to death. Since the suspension of life-sustaining treatment was
institutionalized based on human dignity and patient autonomy, the question of
whether assisted death can be legally justified in relation to the right to receive
medical help to shorten one's life to die with dignity has recently been actively
discussed.

In Korea, since the suspension of life-sustaining treatment was institutionalized
by the enactment of the Life-sustaining Treatment Decision Act in 2016, an
amendment to the Life-sustaining Treatment Act was recently proposed to legalize
Aid in Dying.

The global trend is that human "Right to Die" is discussed in the division of
life and death, from the suspension of life-sustaining treatment to assisted death,
and again in the order of euthanasia. In this paper, we started discussing dignified
death and institutionalized patients' right to self-determination, looked at the
controversy in the United States, which legislated assisted death in many states
since the 2000s, and analyzed the main contents of California's End of Life
Option Act and the data after enforcement. The strict requirements for Aid in
Dying, such as voluntary confirmation of patients' intentions and doctors'
obligation to provide information, and the results of California's Aid in dying

system, composed of relatively diverse races, were reviewed.

Keyword : Aid in Dying, Physician-Assistant Suicide, Right to Die,
Life-Sustaining Treatment, End of Life Option




