HASHESIS|X| 2022;32(2):137-153 | ISSN 1225-4266
Health Policy and Management Vol.32 No.2, 137-153
https://doi.org/10.4332/KJHPA.2022.32.2.137

hpm

331 1l
5o = o

REVIEW ARTICLE

COEELBREEEBERE RN

International Comparison of the Non-benefits Management Policies for Public

and Private Health Insurance

Ha Yun Kim, Chong Won Chang

Department of Non-benefits Management, National Health Insurance Service, Wonju, Korea

In the process of promoting policies to strengthen health insurance coverage, the relationship between public health insurance and
private health insurance, along with the management of non-benefit, is also emphasized as a policy issue. First, the concept and
scope of non-benefit were comparatively analyzed by country. Second, the interaction between the public and private health
insurance was classified as ‘large or small,” and the government’s regulation and management policy on private health insurance was
classified as ‘strong or weak.’ Korea has relatively smaller benefits covered by public health insurance, higher copayment expenses,
and more areas and scope of non-benefits. In countries where the interaction between public and private health insurance is small,
private health insurance-related policies are weak. And in countries with large interactions had public-private partnerships and the
government’s management policies were also strong. On the other hand, Korea has a large interaction, but the actual structure of
cooperation between public and private insurance and management policies were weak. Because the non-benefit sector in Korea is
relatively wide, it is difficult to manage compared to other countries where the concept of non-benefit is limited. In addition, the
health authorities rarely perform the role of supervision over private health insurance, and they have so few linkages and cooperation
for public-private insurance. Therefore, practical policy enforcement is necessary to achieve the easing of the burden of national
medical expenses through linkage and cooperation of public-private health insurance with reference to relevant other countries’
cases.

Keywords: Public health insurance; Private health insurance; National health insurance service; Benefit coverage; Non-benefit;
Universal health coverage; Coverage expansion
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Benefits for the prevention, medical
examination, medical treatment of
and rehabilitation from diseases and A

injury
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covered by private health insurance; and (C) Non-benefit areas not covered by private health insurance.
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Table 1. Comparison of interaction, authority and responsibility between public and private health insurance
. Country
Division =
UK Canada Australia France Germany Japan Korea
1) Private health insurance covers copayment (user charges)
Cover v v v v v
Not cover N4 v
2) The role and coverage of private health insurance overlaps with
public health insurance
Have a lot of overlap v v N
Almost no overlap or public health insurance coverage is v v v v
comprehensive
3) Involved in private health insurance policy or regulation
Ministry of Health v v
Financial supervisory authority v v v v v v v
4) Operate in the private health insurance policy or regulation
Accessibility
Making cover compulsory v va
Open enrolment v v va
Lifetime cover va
Prohibiting switching penalties
Affordability
Community-rated premiums v v
Risk equalization to support community rating
Ageing reserves va
Premium caps Ve
Premium discounts v v v N
Premiums waived or covered by the government v v v v va
Scope and depth of coverage
Cover of pre-existing conditions v v va
Minimum or standard benefits v v v
Caps on user charges in private health insurance Ve v
Prohibition of benefit ceilings v v v vV v v

“In Germany, refer to the basic substitutive private health insurance policies only. The German government has few policies on ‘complementary and supplementary private health insurance.”
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