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remained their central hub of  power. However, the split in the power of  the 

state was divided before the Mongol Invasion. 
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Introduction

The Mongol invasion was a devastating war against established dynasties, including the 

end to the other.

its defeat at the hands of  the Mongols needs to be examined critically. Throughout the 

crucial role in launching defensive campaigns against the devastating invasions of  Mongols 
throughout Transoxiana,1
only unable to defend other regions, but it was also left defenseless before the raging troops 

a head severed from its body, fruitlessly searching for an alternative locus of  power in other 

reign in any other region.  

sources. One problematical portion of  studies dealing with the dynasty focuses primarily on 
The Mongols in Iran Die Mongolen 

in Iran

Through original sources, Turkestan down to the Mongol 
Invasion

The Empire 
of  the Qara Khitai in Eurasian History

  
in the Encyclopedia of  Islam provides a detailed description of  the historical geography of  

1 
Kazakhstan.
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of  groups of  nomads in search of  new pasture or booty. As a result, the loss of  control 

Gosudarstov Khorezmshakhov-Anushteginidov monograph translated into 
A History of  the Khorezmian State under Anushteginids

, 
until the collapse of  this dynasty by the Mongols. Also, he provides a detailed chapter on the 

factors: the geographical position of  this capital and the internal split in the power of  the 

(

times before the devastating Mongol invasions of  the region in 618/1222.

(

31



1991, 183; 1990, 
, 

1991, 183; , 2002, 

of  the Oxus, but on the other hand, its waterways and canals were impermeable barriers 

Hodud al-

called Mansura (the City of  

 
Hodud al- , 

2002, 138;  231;   and Urganj that was the former center of  
Hodud al- , 2002, 27;  ;  Abol 

 553; 2  (Hodud al- , 2002, 138; 

Hodud al-  

3

Hodud al-
military strength was visible under the rule of  Turk dynasties and particularly under the rule 

role in the political scene of  medieval times. 

2 

be a town of  secondary rank ; Chuvin, 2001, 
3 
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, 

4 This report is rooted primarily in myth but 

its social and political importance in medieval times while subject to the dynasties of  the 

6  

been promoted to the rank of  shahna
7 

4 
 

destruction to the indigenous civilization. Therefore, it came under Muslim suzerainty, but it was not until the 

faith, assuming the traditional convert’s name of  , 
6 

Otbi, 274;  
7

33



Atabegs 
shahna of  

 

8

(
(Mo
or 

(
 

8 
to achieve complete independence and spread their territories. In particular, it was Atsez, Anushtegin’s son who 

rivalries (Joveyni, 2006, 
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After the relentless steady invasions of  the Muslim world, they ultimately defeated the 

9  To this end, the envoys of  
10 

 dominance over 

11  However, regardless of  challenges 

terrible foes (Joveyni, 2006, 

aimed to rise to power, threatened the capital throughout Takesh’s reign, especially from the 

i, 2002 2002, 2: 137; Ibn 
Athir, 1979, 

i, 2002, 2, 

Takesh,12

9  Joveyni, 2006, 2: 92; Ibn Athir, 1979, 11:1979,86; Kochnev, 1993, 106. 
10

tribute of  3000 gold dinars, which he delivered thereafter every year in goods or cattle.” Joveyni, 2006, 2: 88; tr. 

11

impositions and demands were beyond endurance, and moreover, they did not observe the conventions of  
courtesy. Now the nobility of  the soul necessarily refuses to tolerate oppression and will not bear to accept 

upon an embassy, to be put to death on account of  his unseemly behavior; and there was an exchange of  abuse 

12 

35



13

 14

geographical territories of  

who personally launched continual campaigns to expand his territory. He launched three 

Although 

i, 2002, 2: 137; Ibn Athir, 1979, 

13 

14 
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; 
 

reliable ways to maintain their capital.16

or 
17 

18

19 They continued to support the 

the wintertime, but when fresh down appeared upon the lips of  the earth, and the bud of  spring displayed its 

2006, 
16 

 
17 

Hodud-al-

18 

19 
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20

,  

of  his troops. 

to defend his territories.  

Din.21 Joveyni writes, 

clangor that, had they wished, they could have turned the Oxus into a plain and made 

20 

 
21 
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the plain an Oxus of  blood, pitched their camp opposite on the eastern bank. The 

.
the center of  

troops, including the infantry and cavalry who scattered throughout northern cities of  

22

Trusted people such as 

with the presence of  men of  knowledge, both 
previously invited many scholars, including both poets and 
the cultural level of  their capital. The presence of  

23

22 

of  that army’s approach and announced the imminence of  that unexpected calamity. The whole population, 
inwardly boiling with zealous rage and outwardly agitated with fear of  humiliation and abasement, with one 
heart and voice agreed to resist, oppose and repel, and all of  them busied themselves with the provisions of  

23 

Muhammad invited outstanding 

39



and repulsed them from harem and homeland, and in sermons, from the pulpit he gave 
sanction for battle in accordance with the true tradition: 

Whoso is slain in defense of  his life and property is the same as a martyr. On this 
account, the zeal and good will of  the people were redoubled, and they set to work as 

, 

i, 2002, 

.

24

�

an Empire.

geographically more centralized and was no longer at the margins of  the Empire. However, 

24 
In ca.607/1211 
against his brother, Joveyni, 2006, 2: 72; Ibn Athir1979, 
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his vacant throne when he was not personally in the capital. This condition enhanced the 

state. Regarding the general male and patriarchal bias against women in medieval literature in 

powerhouse.

from them.26

 Her signature was  al-  and her seal was 
Vahda

26 

,

41



wherever her tribesmen ruled.

, 

sons (Joveyni, 2006, 

27

28 After failing in his 

in appointing and dismissing rulers or reinstating them. 

29

27   
1993, 34.

28 

 2: 

29 
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30

31

30  

31

43



 

in turn, and so a message of  war was delivered to the Mongols (Joveyni, 2006, 2: 100; Nasavi, 

to Nasavi,

a big mistake since if  he faced Mongols with all his troops, he could hunt them like a 

32

mother were not subjugated. This position was totally unlike that of  the former rivals of  the 

32 

arrows, and in the morning, the tent appeared as full of  holes as a sieve from the arrow shots. On this account, 
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33

34

 On the other hand, some of  the same 

 Whichever 

33 
in Transoxiana has passed out of  our control and it is no longer possible to hold that area, but we should do 

stationed in every city and upon every side must be recalled; a general advance must be made; the Oxus must 
be converted into a moat, and they must not be suffered to set foot across that river” (Joveyni, 2006,  2, 106; tr. 

 
34 

 Joveyni, 2006, 2:107
i, 2002, 2: 141.

 

precious objects of  the treasury.” 
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unaware of  the sweeping magnitude of  the Mongol invasions. Joveyni describes the status of  

receive the news of  the Mongol invasions, learned about the actual extent of  the invasion just 

and his brothers with open arms, eager to have their leadership at this critical juncture and to 

to consolidate their power against the inevitable attacks of  Mongols. Instead, they pursued 

Conclusion

One can posit that the contradictory and problematic policies of  the last rulers of  the 
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before the encroaching Mongols. 

destruction and incorporate it into his territory, and so he invited the people to submit 
, 

contributed to the less than wholehearted defense against the Mongols. Thus, the Mongols 

Turkestan, down to the Mongol Invasion, provided a special detailed report of  the 

36 Joyeyni 

craftsmen, of  whom there were more than a hundred thousand, were separated from the 
rest, the children and the young women were reduced to slavery and borne off  into captivity, 

 , 
37 

the removal of  the craftsmen and artisans, and the captivity of  women and children left the 
city with only the memories of  its glorious past.

36 

37 

47
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