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Abstract

This study analyzed research trends related to lifelong church education 
through the analysis of academic papers recently published in Korea since 
2000 and derived implications for lifelong church education. For the study, 
a total of 95 studies related to lifelong church education were analyzed 
among academic papers in domestic journals from 2000 to 2021. Academic 
papers were classified into research years, published journals, research sub-
jects, research topics, and research methods, and then research trends 
were analyzed. As a result of the analysis, first, research related to lifelong 
church education has been activated since 2000 and has shown an increas-
ing trend since 2010. Second, it was found that lifelong church education 
research has been conducted in various academic journals other than 
Christian education-related journals. Third, learner-centered research was 
the most common research subject, and among them, many studies target-
ing the elderly. Fourth, in relation to the research topic, studies on the 
role and necessity of lifelong church education were the most dominant, 
and many studies on the direction of promotion of lifelong church educa-
tion were also conducted. Fifth, research related to lifelong church educa-
tion is a theoretical study, and literature research is mainly conducted, and 
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the use of other research methods was insignificant. According to these re-
search results, it was found that practical approaches such as analysis of 
demands for life long education and verification of program effectiveness 
were insufficient. Therefore, an integrated search for lifelong church edu-
cation is needed. In addition, it is necessary to continuously develop re-
gional customized programs to support detailed areas of lifelong church 
education and local missionary work. It is suggested that policy sponsor-
ship at the church, seminary, and state level is needed to promote lifelong 
education in churches.

《 Keywords 》

Church Lifelong Education, Church Social Education, Christian Lifelong 
Education, Church Lifelong Education Program

I. Introduction

Korea has already entered an aging society in 2017, and is 
experiencing the fastest aging society in the world. Amid the 
emphasis on successful aging to productively spend a pro-
longed retirement(Joo, 2018), we have entered a society where 
not only the number of elderly people increases, but also work 
and learning must be done longer than before(Lee, 2021). 
Today's society is changing so rapidly that the knowledge 
learned in school yesterday is no longer valid in today's life. It 
has been a long time since the concept of lifelong work dis-
appeared in the era of globalization and information, and new 
knowledge must continue to be updated at work(Kim, 2018). 
The expiration date of knowledge and information is gradually 
shortening, and a large amount of information is pouring out 
every day and every hour, and lifelong education is mentioned 
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as an essential factor to prepare and meet new changes in 
lifestyle based on artificial intelligence and big data(Shin, 
2019). The reason lifelong learning is important in a knowl-
edge-based society is that it is essential to adapt to changes in 
society and improve the quality of life. In other words, since 
traditional school education alone cannot effectively respond 
to the new challenges of today's society, lifelong education is 
needed(Park, 2005). What is necessary for the development of 
such important lifelong education is that all institutions in so-
ciety exert educational power to create a holistic and general 
learning place for members of society(Choi, 2002). Since the 
church is an important element of society and has educational 
power to contribute to the development of a learning soci-
ety(Lee, 2016), it is necessary to actively respond to these so-
cial situations and demands of the times.

It is a well-known fact historically that Christianity had a 
great influence on social development in Korea. The church 
made a great contribution not only in the field of public edu-
cation through schools but also in the field of social education 
outside of schools. In particular, Christian social education 
during the enlightenment period was timely education to cope 
with social changes and was the driving force behind promot-
ing enlightenment(Park, 1996). However, today, the role of the 
church as a social educational institution is greatly reduced. In 
this era of rapid progress into a lifelong learning society, 
churches should actively play the role of influential lifelong 
education providers in the community. From a macro point of 
view, "connecting to the world through lifelong church educa-
tion" can lead to changes in the general public's positive per-
ception of Christianity, churches, and believers, leading to 
missionary work.
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Since the early 2000s, lifelong church education research, 
which has been conducted in the field of Christian education, 
has been expanding to various academic fields such as social 
welfare, counseling, local communities, human resource devel-
opment, and competency development. This phenomenon is no 
exception in the educational field, so various types of pro-
grams are being developed not only for teenager, but also for 
youth, adults, and old age. Although no journal specializing in 
lifelong church education has been published so far, a number 
of papers on lifelong church education(Discussion on Christian 
Education, Information on Christian Education, Gospel Education) 
have been published in the journals of Korea's three leading 
Christian educational societies(The Korean Society Of CHRISTIAN 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, Korea Society for Christian Education 
& Information Technology, The Korean Society of Evangelical 
Christian Education). Among them, it is noteworthy that re-
search on program development that applies various topics to 
subjects of various classes in the church's lifelong education 
field is increasing recently. As research on lifelong church ed-
ucation grows quantitatively and qualitatively, analysis to ex-
plore research trends on various topics(Lim, 2011; Seo 2017) 
and the development of church lifelong education programs 
(Kim, 2008; Park, 2011; Kim, 2012; Choi, 2014; Lee, 2015; 
Kong, 2018; Kim, 2019; Lim, Lee, 2019; Lim) are increasing, 
but most of the studies are focused on theoretical consid-
erations of lifelong church education. 

Modern society is expanding opportunities for lifelong 
education. At this time, the church has infinite potential. The 
church is well equipped with facility space, human resources, 
and educational media, consists of cost reduction as a non- 
profit organization and a diverse life cycle of learner, and is a 
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non-political group, so it can be considered to have optimal 
conditions for lifelong education(Bae, 2010). However, in real-
ity, it is not faithfully performing its role. Lifelong education 
can be said to be an attempt to expand learning opportunities 
in terms of time, space, and formality(Kim, 2010). If so, the 
church can be a place with sufficient and good conditions to 
try beyond the existing concept of education(Kwon, Lee, 2012). 
Therefore, through the use and opening of church facilities, it 
can contribute to social welfare and education and develop 
lifelong education, and at the same time, it can promote the 
growth of the church by showing positive results to the local 
community.

Considering that churches have contributed greatly to social 
education even in the past Korean history, exploring research 
trends on lifelong church education could be a basic data for 
churches to develop systematic lifelong education programs in 
the future. In addition, it will be possible to provide a forum 
for discussion on the mutual exchange of academic theories 
and trends and practical tasks between scholars studying life-
long church education and practitioners who proceed with it. 
Currently, lifelong church education has a definite meaning 
and role, but it isn’t organize various programs that lead the 
local community. Therefore, in this diversifying era, it is 
meaningful and necessary for the church to implement various 
lifelong education such as adult education as a link outside 
the world(Kim, 2019).

Therefore, this study attempts to analysis the trend of life-
long education research in churches according to the following 
needs. First, at a time when a number of lifelong church edu-
cation studies are underway, exploring research trends will be 
able to understand and illuminate the flow of related research 
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in the field of lifelong church education. Second, interpreting 
the meaning of the results derived in the search process will 
find research tasks that should be aimed at and noted in the 
church's lifelong education field. Third, based on this, it is 
necessary to establish an academic system in the field of life-
long church education, present new directions for related re-
search, and derive implications for future researchers.

II. Background

1. The concept of lifelong church education  

The church is the best place for lifelong education where 
people from all walks of life coexist throughout their lives. 
From birth to old age, people accumulate knowledge through 
new life experiences, create meaning, modify their outlooks 
and perspectives, and learn their ability to cope with crises in 
their lives. Since this learns new facts and accumulates various 
experiences through everyday life, it can be seen that all ex-
periences that occur in everyday life are lifelong learning(Park, 
2006).

Church lifelong education can be seen as referring to 
life-vertical education in the principle of lifelong education, 
‘from cradle to grave’, education for local communities, edu-
cation cooperating with the community, or lifelong education 
of the church that combines all fields(Shin, 2013). Park Kyung- 
ho(2006) defined lifelong church education as ‘the integration 
of educational theory and practicality to combine all forms of 
education with learners at all stages of development and make 
them disciples of Jesus Christ through constant education’. 
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Laemermann(1994) said, ‘Theological education theory and re-
ality, playing the role of a helper in restoring the true human-
ity inherent in humans and forming a human being resembling 
God's character, and for individuals, Christ's purpose is to re-
store the right human relationship.’ In other words, lifelong 
church education should focus not only on individuals, but al-
so on all education such as home, school, and society. It is in 
the same context as the claim that the church should focus on 
education, just as it should be missionary, otherwise the church 
will not be able to become a church.(Smart, 1974). Therefore, 
education belongs to the essence of the entire church, and the 
church that neglects this function has lost the indispensable 
elements that the church must have(Shin, 2012).

Meanwhile, the first term ‘church lifelong education’ ap-
peared in a domestic academic journal was an academic ar-
ticle for church education leaders published in 1983 under the 
title ‘Church, Education Community, Church Community and 
Lifelong Education.’ The concept of lifelong church education 
means practicing lifelong education centered on the church 
through the Christian worldview. However, there is no official 
scientific name for lifelong church education yet, and there is 
no clear research result, making it difficult to clearly define 
the concept(Kwon, 2014). However, Chapter 1 of the Korean 
Lifelong Education Act(1999) defines ‘lifelong education’ as ‘all 
types of organizational education activities including education 
complementary to education, basic and textual education, vo-
cational ability improvement education, humanities education, 
culture and arts education, and civic participation education.’It 
can be said that lifelong church education is also all activities 
such as education conducted in the church(Kim, 2020).

However, as a religious institution called Christianity, life-
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long education that the church can do for society is bound to 
be limited. In fact, except for a few large churches, most 
churches rarely provide lifelong education related to the above 
six fields(Kwon, 2014). If you approach it in terms of social 
service and do not limit yourself to religious areas, the church 
can be a good place to learn to implement what is specified 
in the Lifelong Education Act(Jarvis, 2008). The church should 
actively strive to find resources that can meet the needs of 
lifelong education in the community in these areas. If the 
church utilizes the educational resources of its members and 
the educational power that can be drawn from other places, it 
will be able to provide a variety of education. However, the 
reality is that the connection between the church and the 
community is weakened in the field of lifelong education, 
which is being activated at the national level(Won, 2013). At 
this point, the church's active response is emphasized.

Regarding the concept of lifelong education, many scholars 
agree that lifelong education is a ‘new educational network 
that integrates and reconstructs educational activities through-
out life and society’(Han, 2004). The church can never be sep-
arated from the local community because the church is re-
gionally united, the church members are local residents, and 
the local residents must be made members of the church(Kim, 
1994). When looking at the educational activities of the church 
by classifying lifelong education types, since church education 
activities are classified as social education by religious in-
stitutions(Park, 2006), church education must follow the princi-
ples of lifelong education, and church lifelong education is al-
so aimed at a ‘learning society’(Shin, 2012). Summarizing this 
approach, the concept of the role of lifelong education in the 
church can be said to be ‘lifelong education activities of com-
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munity churches’(Shin, 2013).
Until now, the contents of the actual status and impact of 

the operation of lifelong church education through prior stud-
ies related to lifelong church education are as follows. Choi 
Joon-hee(2005) suggested programs through research on the 
needs of the community and the difference in perception of 
lifelong education programs, and Kwon Hyuk-pil(2009) sug-
gested programs through research on ways to revitalize lifelong 
education in churches. Gwak Seong-ju(2010) emphasized the 
difference in Christian and other religious perceptions of life-
long church education, Kim Do-il(2016) emphasized Christian 
education moving to the local community, and Yeon Ji-yeon 
(2012) emphasized the expertise of lifelong church education 
and the perception of the church and local community. In ad-
dition, Shin Sung-hoon(2013) analyzed what activities, back-
grounds, and characteristics each period through a study of 
lifelong education activities of Korean community churches, 
Ahn Myohwa(2013) emphasized that in a study dealing with the 
learning experiences of participants in lifelong church educa-
tion, the church should consist of lifelong education for local 
residents, not only for existing church members.

Lifelong church education is defined as overseeing all edu-
cational actions that transform society as a place of life and 
salvation into a Christian Bible and a site of change(Eun, 2007). 
From this point of view, the significance and importance of 
lifelong church education can be found in the locality of the 
church. Since the church conducts missionary activities and 
evangelism for local residents and local communities, it is 
meaningful that it is a base where they can coexist and live 
with local residents. If general lifelong education moves toward 
improving individual self-realization and quality of life, church 
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lifelong education should seek to improve learners' self-real-
ization and quality of life through evangelism(Kwon, 2014), so 
active interest and research on church lifelong education will 
be the best place to communicate with non-believers through 
daily life.

2. The process of lifelong education in Korean churches 

In the mid-1880s, when Korean Christianity was in the early 
days of missionary work, it suggested educational activities and 
medical services as important conditions for receiving mis-
sionary understanding(the principles of the open door) from 
the Korean Empire government(Shin, 2012). In other words, it 
can be seen that the activities of Korean Christianity began 
with education from the beginning, and the new education 
movement in Korea has been developed in the form of social 
education and school education by churches. In other words, 
the basis of the new education movement in Korea was 
church education, and the content and form were close to to-
day's lifelong education. Despite the historical starting point of 
church education, today's church education focuses only on 
Christian education, where categories and contents are internal 
to the church, and the form and educational content are in-
sufficient as part of volunteer work for the community. It can 
be seen that it is rather reduced compared to the educational 
activities conducted by the church in Korean society in the 
early days of missionary work more than a hundred years ago. 
Therefore, it is necessary to study the function of lifelong 
church education as community education. According to these 
needs, examining the development process of lifelong educa-
tion in the Korean church will be an opportunity to examine 
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the meaning of lifelong education in the church.
First, looking at the related papers, most of the preceding 

studies on lifelong church education with the influx of Christianity 
dealt with the history of church education. There are studies 
on Christian social education projects in the Japanese colonial 
era period(Oh, 1995), Christian social education in the early 
days of enlightenment(Kim, 1998), Christian education change 
after 1884(Jeon, 2005), and the impact of missionaries in 
Korean society(Sung, 2011). These studies confirmed that 
Christian education had a significant impact on creating the 
foundation for Korean education by describing the part that 
influenced lifelong education, focusing on the early ministry of 
Korean Christian missionaries(Kwon, 2014).

Meanwhile, Shin Sung-hoon(2013) classified the lifelong edu-
cation activities of the Korean church by period, including the 
early period(1880-1945), the reconstruction period(1946-1969), 
the development period(1970-1980), and the transition peri-
od(1981-2012), through this, it is possible to know how life-
long education of the Korean church has been developed. First 
of all, in the early days of Korean Christianity(1885-1905), so-
cial education was conducted at the mission level by using 
missionary subjects as people who did not have educational 
opportunities such as ordinary people, labor, and wom-
en(Kwon, 2014). Christian social education during the enlight-
enment period was an appropriate education to cope with so-
cial changes, a driving force to promote enlightenment, and in 
particular, it can be said that it was a life education con-
ducted for the underprivileged and the entire nation who did 
not get educational opportunities(Kwon, 2014). The church 
lifelong education activities of the reconstruction Period(1946- 
1969) can be represented by basic adult education after lib-
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eration, literacy education activities of the Korean Christian 
Commandment Council, and rural movements of the Christian 
Union Volunteer Association. The development period(1970-1980) 
was an era in which Knowles' Andragoji influenced adult edu-
cation and emphasized individualized education. The status of 
lifelong education in the Korean church has also changed in 
various ways, expanding from faith-related education to areas 
such as culture, sports, private education, and health(Kwon, 
2014). In the late 1970s and 1980s, social issues were empha-
sized in church lifelong education, and faith education, lib-
eration education, cooperative learning, and life cycle change 
learning were popular. On the other hand, it was a time when 
biblical content was emphasized along with the tendency to 
return to the Bible and theology. During the transition peri-
od(1981-2012), the rural movement as a life mission was car-
ried out in cooperation with related pastors of the elderly ed-
ucation and rural ministry of each denomination, and played a 
major role in the state, society, and church(Shin, 2013).

From the perspective of lifelong church education, the so-
cial activities of missionaries in the early days of Korean 
Christianity became the basis for the development of lifelong 
education. As social activity experts and lifelong educators, 
they made great achievements in church education and social 
public education, and developed Korean society through activ-
ities in various fields such as medicine, women's studies, 
school and social public education, children's and youth edu-
cation, welfare facilities and rights education for the disabled, 
agricultural technology education, and social enlightenment(Kim, 
2019). 

Looking at the development process of lifelong education in 
the Korean church, it can be seen that lifelong education in 
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the church has been actively seeking contact with the world in 
response to the needs of the times and society. The church 
has grown based on the local community, and the community 
itself is a huge educational resource. As such, the church is an 
important lifelong education facility in the community, both in 
the past and now. Therefore, in the future, lifelong church ed-
ucation will have to meet the missionary calling by planning 
high-quality programs that reflect the needs of the times and 
local communities regardless of the size of the church.

. Research methodⅢ

1. Research subject

The analysis of academic papers has the advantage of being 
able to most intensively show research trends in the relevant 
academic field(Nam, Yoo, 2019). In addition, academic papers 
are meaningful in that they are mirrors that reflect the theory 
and practical perspectives of the study and inform the system-
aticity of the theory and the direction of the research method, 
and at the same time, they have developed and changed(Sung, 
Cho, 2016; Jang, Son, Ha, 2013). This study analyzed academic 
journal-published papers to explore trends in research related 
to lifelong church education, and searched for research sub-
jects using the Academic Research Information Service(RISS) 
provided by the Korea Educational Research Information 
Service. The first literature search was conducted on July 1, 
2021, and the publication year was limited to the last 22 years 
from 2000 to 2021. The type of data is domestic academic 
journal papers, titles, and keywords, and search terms were 
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searched using ‘church lifelong education’, ‘church social edu-
cation’, and ‘church lifelong education program’. As a result, 
1,812 papers were searched, and the title, subject words, and 
abstracts of the paper were reviewed by applying selection cri-
teria and exclusion criteria to select documents to be analyzed 
among the published papers. In addition, after searching for 
the original text of the paper as needed for analysis, it was 
confirmed whether it matched the research selection criteria. 
According to the selection and exclusion criteria of the study 
subjects, 95 academic papers suitable for the purpose and 
subject of the study in the field of lifelong church education 
were selected as the study subjects. 

 

Criteria Content

Criteria 
for 

selection

A domestic academic journal paper published from  • 
January 2000 to September 30, 2021.
Paper related to lifelong church education on the   • 
purpose and subject of research in academic journals  
related to Christian education and lifelong education

Criteria 
for 

exclusion

The purpose and subject of the study are papers that • 
are not related to lifelong education, such as faith 
education, Bible study, and disciple training.
Academic conference materials, symposiums, research • 
papers, discussions, articles, seminars, case books, 
etc.

<Table 1> Criteria for selecting and excluding research subjects 

2. Research Trend Analysis Method and Analysis Frame

In order to select a framework for analyzing research trends 
suitable for the purpose of this study, the analysis framework 
was explored by reviewing the research paper related to life-



Sujin Park ‧ Eunyoung Jeong ┃ Exploring Domestic Research Trends Related to Church Lifelong Education  235

long education, and content analysis was used as a major 
method for identifying research trends. Content analysis is a 
representative method of quantitatively classifying and examin-
ing the contents of research literature using one category 
when research data in a specific field exists as literature, and 
has been useful as a method of analyzing research trends in 
domestic and foreign journals or detailed topics(Kim, 2006; Yoo, 
2014; Seong, Cho, 2016; Song). Content analysis was used to 
understand research trends related to lifelong church educa-
tion, and the research year and publishing journal, which are 
the framework of the analysis, were analyzed by the year 
based on the year of academic paper issuance. The character-
istics of the study subjects were classified into learners, in-
structors, programs, and literature data according to the sub-
ject framework in the field of lifelong church education. The 
analysis method was classified into four categories based on 
the classification of Yoo Ki-woong(2014), quantitative research, 
qualitative research, theoretical research, and practical re-
search, and mixed research was added. In addition, in order 
to more specifically confirm the form of research related to 
lifelong church education, the data were analyzed by adding 
related topics as a framework for analysis. 

Classification Detailed classification criteria
Research 

year The year of publication of academic papers

Journal of 
publication Journal published by academic papers

Research 
subject

Learners(the elderly, adult, teenager, youth, parents, 
female, the multicultural, the disabled), 
programs(model and process, development), literature 

<Table 2> The framework of analysis 
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IV. Results and Analysis 

1. Analysis according to the research year

The papers conducted in the field related to lifelong church 
education were analyzed by research year. As a result of ana-
lyzing papers for the last 22 years from January 2000 to 
September 2021, the number of lifelong church education 
studies has been on the rise since 2010. According to the 
analysis results, research related to lifelong church education 
began to be studied in earnest in the 2000s, and has been on 
the rise since 2010.
 

Year of is-
sue 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Frequency 1 · 2 2 1 1 2 · 3 · 8

Percentage 1.1 · 2.1 2.1 1.1 1.1 2.1 · 3.2 · 8.4

<Table 3> Annual Research Status

materials, and others

Research 
topic

Church lifelong education(meaning, role and 
necessity, direction of promotion, effectiveness, 
research trend), and programs(model and process, 
program development, program utilization)

Research 
method

Quantitative research(survey research, experimental 
research), qualitative research(base theory, 
phenomenological research, case study, practical 
research), theoretical research(literary research, 
theoretical discussion, philosophical discussion), 
practical research(measurement tool development, 
program development, subject development), mixed 
research(quantitative research, qualitative research)
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Year of is-
sue 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Sum

Frequency 4 13 4 8 7 9 7 5 13 3 2 95

Percentage 4.2 13.7 4.2 8.4 7.3 9.4 7.3 5.3 13.7 3.2 2.1 100

2. Analysis according to published journals

According to the analysis results, ‘Christian Education and 
Information Technology’ was the most common academic jour-
nal in the past 22 years with 21 articles, 19‘Journal of 
Christian Education in Korea’, 14 ‘Theology and Praxis’, 4 
‘Church Social Work’, 3 ‘Korea Reformed Journal’, and there 
were 2 ‘Gospel And Education’, ‘Bible and Theology’, 
‘THEOLOGICAL THOUGHT’, ‘Asia-pacific Journal of Multimedia 
Services Convergent with Art, Humanities, and Sociology’, 
‘Andragogy Today’, respectively.
 

Num Journal Frequency

1 Christian Education and Information Technology 21

2 Journal of Christian Education in Korea 19

3 Theology and Praxis 14

4 Church Social Work 4

5   Korea Reformed Journal 3

6

Gospel And Education, Bible and Theology, 
THEOLOGICAL THOUGHT, Asia-pacific Journal 

of Multimedia Services Convergent with Art, 
Humanities, and Sociology, Andragogy Today 

2

<Table 4> Analysis target data
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3. Analysis according to research subjects

The subjects of the study could be classified into learners, 
instructors, programs, and literature materials, and 56.2% of 
the studies conducted on learners were the most, and among 
them, many were targeting the elderly. Research on the elderly 
has been conducted on various topics such as death prepara-
tion education, welfare-related education, and program model 
development using quantitative and qualitative research meth-
ods such as case research, phenomenological research, prac-
tical research, and program development. Research on teen-
agers had experimental studies that developed programs and 
analyzed their effectiveness under the themes of self-esteem 
formation, prevention of school violence, creative hands-on 
learning, and suicide prevention. Next, 23.8% of the studies 

7

Journal of Youngsan Theology, Christian cultural 
studies, Christianity and Education, The Korean 

Journal of Christian Social Ethics, Collected 
Papers on Christian Language Culture, Korean 
Journal of Gerontological Social Welfare, The 

Journal of the Korean Association on 
Developmental Disabilities, Journal of Counseling 

and Gospel, Journal of Evangelical Practical 
Theology, Journal of Busan Presbyterian 

Theological College and Seminary, Mission and 
Theology, Theology and ministry, THEOLOGICAL 
FORM, Journal of Competency Development & 

Learning, THE JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES 
STUDIES, Korea Presbyterian Journal of 
Theology, Studies in Religion, Journal of 

Regional Studies and Development, The Korea 
Journal of Educational Studies, Christianity and 

History in Korea, Korean Academy of Social 
Work Practice and Research, Korean Journal of 

Social Welfare, The Journal of the Korea 
Contents Association, Global Creative Leader

1
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were conducted on programs, of which 17.1% were studies on 
program development. The study of instructors was 2.9%, and 
the study of literature data was 7.3%.

Classification Frequency Percentage

Learner

The elderly 21

59

20.1

56.2

Adult 8 7.6

Youth 7 6.7

Teenager 10 9.5

Parents 2 1.9

Female 1 0.9

The multicultural 8 7.6

The disabled 2 1.9

Instruct
or Instructor 3 2.9 2.9

Program
Models and 
processes 7

25
6.7

23.8
Development 18 17.1

Literatur
e data

Literature data 7
8

6.7
7.6

The Bible 1 0.9

Etc
Culture, 

environment, 
unification, etc

10 9.5 9.5

Sum 105 100

<Table 5> Analysis according to the research subjects

*In the case of overlapping, it was reflected in duplicate.

4. Analysis based on research topics

The research topics can be broadly classified into a theoret-
ical review of church lifelong education and a lifelong church 
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education program, and the subject that occupied the highest 
frequency was ‘Theoretical review of church lifelong educa-
tion(62.1%)’. As a detailed topic, the topic related to ‘The role 
and necessity of lifelong church education(22.1%)’ was the 
most dominant, followed by many studies on ‘The promotion 
direction(21.0%)’. In addition, a number of studies related to 
‘Development of Church Lifelong Education Program(18.9%)’ 
were conducted, and in particular, research on program devel-
opment related to the elderly and the multicultural were most 
actively conducted.

Classification Detailed research topic Frequency Percentage(%)

1

Lifelong 
church 

education.
Theoretic
al review

Meaning 15 15.8

62.1

Role and 
necessity 21 22.1

Promotion 
direction 20 21.0

Effectiveness 1 1.1

Research trend 2 2.1

2

A lifelong 
church 

education 
program

Models and 
processes 7 7.4

37.9
Program 

development 18 18.9

Using the 
program

Instruct
or 1 1.1

Learner 10 10.5

Sum 95 100

<Table 6> Analysis according to the research topic

5. Analysis according to research methods

There are various approaches according to the research 
method, but in this study, the classification method adopted 
by previous studies (Yoo, 2014), which recently explored trends 
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in human resource development abroad, was selected and clas-
sified into four categories: quantitative research, qualitative re-
search, theoretical and practical research. The category of 
quantitative research included studies using quantitative stat-
istical analysis, such as surveys, experimental studies, and stud-
ies using data from various panels, and the qualitative re-
search category included evidence theory, case studies, prac-
tical studies, phenomenological studies, and general qualitative 
studies (Nam, Yoo, 2019). The category of theoretical research 
included theoretical and philosophical discussions and liter-
ature research on lifelong church education of researchers, 
and practical research included research such as program de-
velopment and measurement tool development. 

Through the analysis according to the research method, the 
frequency of quantitative and qualitative studies were similar 
with 7 quantitative studies and 9 qualitative studies. In detail, 
among the quantitative studies, 3 experimental studies, 2 sur-
vey studies, and 2 studies conducted together were dominant 
in the frequency of experimental studies. In qualitative studies, 
general qualitative research and case studies were dominant 
with 4 general qualitative studies, 4 case studies, and 1 im-
plementation study. In addition, 61 theoretical studies and 18 
practical studies were explored, and no mixed studies were 
analyzed. In practical research, it was confirmed that there 
were 18 studies on program development. Theoretical research 
was widely used in papers related to lifelong church educa-
tion, and the use of other research methods was insignificant.
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Research method Frequency Percentage
Quantitative 

research research study, experimental research 7 7.4

Qualitative 
research

grounded theory method, 
phenomenological study, case study, 
execution research

9 9.5

Theoretical 
research

literature investigation research, 
theoretical discussion, philosophical 
discussion

61 64.2

Practical 
research

measurement tool development, 
program development, subject 
development

18 18.9 

Mixed 
research qantitative research, qualitative research · ·

Sum 95 100

<Table 7> Analysis according to the research method

V. Conclusion

This study identified trends in lifelong church education 
over the past 22 years and drew implications for lifelong 
church education research, through the analysis of papers re-
lated to lifelong church education published in domestic jour-
nals between 2000 and 2021. At a time when research on life-
long church education is currently underway in various ways, 
exploring the research trends of related papers will be a basic 
resource for the development of lifelong church education 
programs, sharing practical tasks, and presenting the direction 
of future church education. In this chapter, the implications of 
research results are divided into aspects such as research year, 
published journal, research subject, research subject, and re-
search method. 

First, it can be seen that research in the field of lifelong 
church education began to appear in earnest after 2000 and 
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was steadily carried out, but has increased significantly since 
2010. In order to supplement the problems of the existing 
Lifelong Education Act system, the law was revised on December 
14, 2007, the national, metropolitan, and basic local govern-
ments to revitalize lifelong education, and the establishment of 
the Lifelong Education Promotion Agency. As the lifelong edu-
cation promotion system was reorganized (Lifelong Education 
Promotion Agency, 2008), the importance of lifelong education 
was reflected in the educational and social situation, and this 
fact can be evaluated as being implemented in lifelong church 
education.

Second, as a result of the analysis by publishing journal, it 
was confirmed that the largest number of articles were pub-
lished in 'Christian Education and Information Technology’, 
which mainly publishes research papers on church education. 
However, papers have been published through academic jour-
nals in various fields, and many studies related to lifelong 
church education have been conducted in various detailed 
fields of church education and lifelong education.

Third, the research subjects in the field of lifelong church 
education could be largely divided into learners, instructors, 
programs, and literature materials.Among them, more than half 
of the studies were conducted on learners, and there were 
many studies on the elderly. This means that education for the 
elderly occupies the majority in the current church lifelong 
education situation This shows that the elderly education 
movement first began after the transition period (1980-2012), 
when a new direction for lifelong church education was estab-
lished in Korea, and that it was a symbolic role, indicating 
that church activities were expanded to the border of lifelong 
education (Shin, 2013). Next, there were many studies on pro-



244  Journal of Christian Education in Korea

gram development. This means that various programs are be-
ing attempted and developed so that they can be actually used 
in the church lifelong education field. However, the number of 
studies related to instructors is relatively small, raising the 
need for research to improve the role and importance of in-
structors who conduct or plan lifelong church education, 
teaching methods, and teaching competency.

Fourth, as a result of analyzing the research topic, the topic 
that occupied the most part was ‘role and necessity’ among 
‘the theoretical considerations of lifelong education in the 
church’, followed by ‘direction of promotion of lifelong educa-
tion in the church’. This shows that the importance of lifelong 
church education is sufficiently enhanced, and there are many 
searches and proposals for development directions, but they 
have not yet been applied to reality. However, since a number 
of program development studies are underway shows that vari-
ous programs are attempting, it means that the stage of ver-
ifying program effectiveness was reached and research on pro-
gram utilization is needed.

Fifth, the ratio of theoretical research in relation to re-
search methods is superior. This means that the flow of re-
search is imbalanced. Since the number of quantitative or 
practical studies is relatively small, the need for quantitative 
and practical research is raised to establish academic and ver-
ify the effectiveness of lifelong church education.

The implications of this study can be considered to be in 
line with the study of Dongil Kim (2019), who said that it is 
meaningful and necessary for the church to implement various 
lifelong education such as adult education as a link outside 
the world in the age of diversification.

The conclusions derived based on the above implications 



Sujin Park ‧ Eunyoung Jeong ┃ Exploring Domestic Research Trends Related to Church Lifelong Education  245

are as follows. First, there is still a view of church lifelong ed-
ucation only as church education and in-church education, 
and there is a disagreement on the concept or definition of 
church lifelong education, so research on the definition, 
meaning, type, and principle of church lifelong education is 
important. Second, considering that research on lifelong edu-
cation learners in churches is dominated, and many of them 
are targeting the elderly, research and application on various 
subjects and forms are needed. Third, research related to life-
long church education needs to be continuously performed 
and expanded through the development of detailed areas such 
as the development and utilization of lifelong church educa-
tion programs, effectiveness verification, and the role and 
competence of instructors. This will contribute to strengthen-
ing the academic position of lifelong church education in the 
future. Fourth, just as churches engaged in missionary activ-
ities through education in the early days of church lifelong 
education, churches should achieve a missionary calling to re-
store local communities and people through lifelong education. 
To this end, local churches should deliver lifelong church edu-
cation programs centered on large churches to small and me-
dium-sized churches to revitalize the local community by de-
veloping and utilizing lifelong education programs that reflect 
the characteristics and needs of the community. Fifth, research 
reflecting the orientation of lifelong learning and the needs of 
learners required by the present era should be conducted at 
the level of teaching and theology, and workbooks for each 
subject and case that can be applied should also be developed. 
Finally, as a national-level lifelong education promotion plan, 
policy support should be provided so that churches and com-
munities with environmental and human resources can unite 
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into lifelong education. This shows the possibility as an alter-
native to improving the quality of life and adaptation of the 
people to social change in the era of entering a super-aged 
society.
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국문 요약

교회 평생교육 관련 국내 연구 동향 탐색

박수진 백석문화대학교 강사( / )
정은영 대신대학교 조교수( / )

본 연구는 최근 국내에서 년 이후 발간된 학술 논문의 분석을 통해 교회 2000
평생교육 관련 연구 동향을 탐색하고 이를 바탕으로 교회 평생교육에 관한 시사
점을 도출하고자 하였다 이를 위하여 년부터 년까지 국내 학술지에 게. 2000 2021
재된 학술 논문 중 교회 평생교육 관련 연구 총 편을 대상으로 연구년도 게재 95 , 
학술지 연구대상 연구주제 연구방법을 분석의 틀로 하여 내용분석을 바탕으로 , , , 
연구 동향을 분석하였다 분석 결과 첫째 교회 평생교육 관련 연구는 년을 . , 2000
기점으로 활성화되어 년 이후 증가 추세를 보였다 둘째 기독교 교육 관련 2010 . , 
학술지 외에 다양한 분야의 학술지에서 교회 평생교육 연구가 진행되고 있음을 
알 수 있었다 셋째 연구대상으로는 학습자 중심의 연구가 가장 많았으며 그중. , , 
에서도 노인을 대상으로 한 연구가 다수였다 넷째 연구주제와 관련하여 교회 평. , 
생교육의 역할 및 필요성에 관한 연구가 가장 우세하였으며 교회 평생교육의 진, 
흥 방향에 관한 연구도 다수 수행되었다 다섯째 교회 평생교육 관련 연구는 이. , 
론적 연구로 문헌 연구가 주로 수행되고 있으며 그 외 연구 방법의 활용은 미미, 
하였다 이에 교회 평생교육에 대한 통합적인 탐색과 교회 평생교육의 세부 영역. 
과 지역 선교를 지원하기 위한 지역 맞춤형 프로그램의 지속적인 개발이 필요하
며 교회 평생교육 진흥을 위한 교단과 신학교 국가 차원의 정책적인 후원이 필, , 
요함을 제안한다.

《 주제어 》

교회 평생교육 교회 사회교육 기독교 평생교육 교회 평생교육 프로그램, , , 
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