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Abstract @ The Enforcement Decree of the Framework Act on the Management of Disasters and Safety Article 3-2 specifies two ‘disaster management
supervision agencies’ for responding to shipping disasters. These are the Korea Coast Guard, which is an on-scene disaster-responding and coordinating
agency, and the Ministry of Ocean and Fisheries, which is a government department, thereby leading to possibilities for confusion. In the case of shipping
disasters, where a personnel entitled full power to deal with shipping disasters is designated and his/her powers and duties are clearly made, relationship
of leading and supporting agencies is made clear, and command system is simplified, an efficient response to shipping disasters is made possible. In the
management of shipping disasters, all the disaster management processes, that is, prevention-preparedness-response-recovery, should be dealt with
systematically and consistently. Notably, to swiftly and efficiently cope with a disastrous situation, the decision-making and command system must be
simplified. The establishment of a command system and decision-making must be made independently, based on expertise. In the US, irrespective of the
type of disasters, the FEMA plays a leading role and the USCG responds a response to maritime disasters by establishing the Incident Command System
or Unified Command System that is an incident management system. In the UK, the MCA supervises an event and responds to it, and the SOSREP has
full power to work with command and coordination independently. SOSREP, among others, is necessary to prevent an inefficient dealing of a shipping
disaster owing to confrontation between participants. With reference to such leading States’ practice, the Korean government should make a standardized
and simplified response to maritime disasters. This study deals with a new maritime disaster responding system and provides an idea of the revision of

the existing legal regime.
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