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A Study of the Elementary School Teachers’ Perception about Problem
Situations in Real-Life Context of Subtraction of Natural Numbers

Do, Joowon

Seoul Yongam Elementary School

E-mail : dojoowon@naver.com

In this study, we tried to find a way to improve the pedagogical decision-making practices related to
the presentation order of 'large number' and 'small number' in problem situations of subtraction of the
natural number. For this purpose, the elementary school teachers’ perception about problem situations in
real-life context of subtraction of natural numbers was investigated, and the collected data were analyzed
qualitatively and quantitatively to identify teachers' pedagogical perceptions. As a result of this study, it
was confirmed the need for consideration on how to set up a problem situations in real-life context of
subtraction so that students can develop their ability to solve various types of problems. To this end,
not only in a problem situation of subtraction where you have to think of 'large number' first and
'small number' later, but also about the introduction of problem situations in real-life context of
subtraction in which you think about 'small number' first and 'large number' later, which often appears
in real-life. You will need to recognize the need. And you should have a pedagogical view on this.
The results of this study will be able to contribute to the preparation of pedagogical method that can
expand the understanding of various problem situations where subtraction is applied from the lower
grades of elementary school.
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