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(Figure 1) Inpatient care beds by institution type (2003-2020)

Source=Ministry of Health and Welfare. Health And Welfare Statistical Year Book 2016-2021.
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{Figure 2) Number of home health nursing institutions by type (2007-2021)*7*

"The number of hospital based home health nursing institutions from 2007 to 2012 is the total number of
those that have claimed home nursing insurance benefits for one year. Source=Song CR, et al. (2014)

TThe number of hospital based home health nursing institutions from 2013 to 2021 is the number of those at
the point of inquiry. Source=Back HC (2020); https://www.hira.or.kr

Hospital included long term care hospital and oriental hospital
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Role of Hospital-based Home Health Nursing in Community Care

Song, Chong Rye"

1) Head Nurse, Home Care Services Center, Ajou University Hospital

Purpose: This study aimed to investigate the role of hospital-based home health nursing in community care by
examining the institutional progress of hospital-based home health nursing and the current status of home health
nursing in Korea. Methods: Korean research data, national statistical data, government press releases, and related laws
were investigated to clarify the role of hospital-based home health nursing in community care. Results: Korean
visiting medical care services, including hospital-based home health nursing, was not found to be sufficient
nationwide. The supply of home health nursing did not increase due to the nature of the visiting services that
required transportation time, poor profitability due to insufficient insurance fees, and increase in acute beds.
Conclusion: The nature of the Korean medical environment and visiting medical care makes it challenging to
establish a visiting medical supply system for community care. Therefore, hospital-based home health nursing is an
important infrastructure for visiting medical care, and will be a valuable resource to link discharged patients returning
to the community when moving health care services. Hence, laws and institutional supplementation to expand the role
of home health nursing agencies nationwide are needed along with addressing the limitations in the supply of home
health nurses.
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