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Abstract This research is a descriptive study that aimed to identify the knowledge and attitude of
dementia, empathy, and social distance from elderly with dementia of social welfare students and the
effect these had on their social distance from elderly with dementia. This study was conducted by
collecting 191 social welfare students in three universities in C and D cities. Data were analyzed using
descriptive analysis, ANOVA, t—test, Pearson’s correlation coefficients and multiple regression with the
SPSS 23.0 program. The average social distance from elderly with dementia was 3.40 points. The social
distance from elderly with dementia of the study participants showed a positive correlation between
the attitude of dementia(r=.47, p=.001) and empathy(r= .27, p<.001). According to the results of multiple
regression analysis, attitude of dementia(3=.21, p=.001), and empathy(3=.37, p<.001) were shown to be
significant factors that affected the social distance from elderly with dementia. These variables
explained 36.5%. Therefore, an education program to improve the ocial distance from elderly with
dementia of social welfare students should be considered as a way to enhance positive attitude of
dementia and empathy.
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Table 1. Participants’ Demographic Characteristics

(N=191)
Characteristics Categories n(%)

Female 77(40.3)
Gender

Male 114(59.7)

1 60(31.4)

2 46(24.1)
Grade

3 51(26.7)

4 34(17.8)

=20 89(46.6)
Age 20< 102(53.4)

M=£SD 21.56+2.54

Buddhism 10(5.2)

Catholic 11(5.8)
Religion

Christianity 51(26.7)

None 119(62.3)

Not at all 127(66.4)
Commumc{anon wnh‘the Sometimes 149(25.8)
elderly with dementia

often 15(7.8)
Elderly with dementia of| YeS 22(11.5)
the family No 169(88.5)
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Table 2. Participants’ Dementia Knowledge, Dementia
Attitude, Empathy and Social Distance from
Dementia Scores

(N =191)
Variable Range M+SD
Dementia Knowledge 0-15 8.59+2.02
Dementia Attitude 1-4 2.79£0.25
Empathy 1-5 3.41£0.41
Social Dlstan§e 1-5 3 404042
from Dementia
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Table 3. Difference of Dementia Knowledge, Dementia Attitude, Empathy and Social Distance from Elderly with

Dementia by general characteristics (N=191)
Dementia Dementia Social Distance
Characteristic n Knowledge Attitude Frmpathy Deiloexztia
M£SD M=£SD M=£SD M£SD
Female 77 9.03%2.00 2.77+0.20 3.3610.43 3.4540.45
Gender Male 114 8.2941.99 2.81£0.20 3.4440.38 3.3740.39
t—value(p) 2.45(.012) —1.14(.253) —1.38(168) 1.21(.227)
1-2 106 8.45%1.92 2.79+0.21 3.3940.44 3.4240.46
Grade 3—4 85 8.78+2.14 2.80+0.18 3.4140.29 3.3840.36
t—value(p) —1.14(.255) —.57(.569) —.11(.842) .69(.491)
<20 89 8.50+1.81 2.80£0.20 3.4240.42 3.4140.46
Age 20< 102 8.68+2.19 2.78+0.19 3.40%0.40 3.40%0.38
t—value(p) —.641(.523) .69(.490) .39(.694) .14(.882)
Have 72 8.36%2.11 2.81£0.17 3.3740.38 3.4340.31
Religion None 119 8.74%1.96 2.78+0.21 3.4440.42 3.2840.39
t—value(p) -1.30(.195) 1.01(.313) —1.11(.265) .151(.880)
Not at all? 127 8.52%2.11 2.79+0.20 3.2640.38 3.3340.38
Communication Sometimes® 59 8.69+1.98 2.80£0.21 3.2840.42 3.4620.40
with the elderly often® 15 8.93%+1.38 2.84+0.12 3.3010.45 3.8740.50
with dementia F—value(p) 35(.701) 57(.563) 5.01(0.54) 13.72(.000)
Scheffe's test a,b<c
Elderly with Yes 22 8.62%2.06 2.80£0.19 3.4340.33 3.3740.35
dementia of the | No 169 8.36%1.76 2.74+0.27 3.2540.78 3.6140.73
family t—value(p) 57(.520) 194(.354) 1.04(.306) ~1.48(.152)

Table 4. Correlations Between Knowledge and Attitude of Dementia, Empathy and Social Distance from Elderly

with Dementia (N = 191)
Variable Dementia Knowledge Dementia Attitude Empathy
r(p) r(p) r(p)
Dementia Knowledge -
Dementia Attitude .14(.055) -
Empathy .14(.052) .26(.000) -
Social Distance from Dementia .21(.003) .47(.000) .27(.000)
k20 7] AP dael] EAZE s Ao E wdEl PR SHE ASE Vs e R st =9
O AT SRNSE 0] BE TN AN A3 F 0l AniAAa e, B Fdstel 14
218+ (tolerance )& .863—.964 % 0.10]4 0= Yl 3t}
o, A3 R (variation inflation factor, VIF)% U3 Ao Ax) xRl X ulj=olabe] oAl

1.037—1.159% 7]&2] 10 o|a}l& tF=3-44d 9 A=
= o2 B webA v 3]3S Ad
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q—% - H )
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2 gv] Agste] BYekith SAaE JrErt AF

E AL (B=-.60, p<.001),
5 E (B=.37, p<.001) X|vl1=
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regass

’1UHF41§.(B:.21 p=.001),

Aol gk ALs] A A
o
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Table 5. Factors Affecting Social Distance from Dementia

(N=191)
Variables B SE B t D
(Constant) 12.858 | 7.08 1.81 .041
Communication with the
elderly with dementia | 15061 175 | —60 | —5.74 | .000
(Not at all/
Ref: Often)
Communication with the
elderly with dementia | _s 49 | g5 | 38 | —3.71| .000
(Sometimes
Ref: Often)
Dementia knowledge 42 22 .10 1.88 .061
Dementia Attitude 14 .04 21 3.46 .001
Empathy .80 12 .37 6.28 .000
R?=.381 Adjusted R*=.365 F=23.484 p<.001
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