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A Study on the Image of a Nurse in Korean Modern Novels
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Abstract This study analyzed how the literary works embodying nurses accommodate various discourses
about nurses and reproduce them in literature. The subject of analysis is a Korean modern novel
featuring a nurse, and 29 works were selected from 1927 to 2016. The analysis method is the content
analysis of the novel among the qualitative research methods. The unit of analysis adopts a narrative
or dialogue that deals with the image of a nurse in a novel as a unit of analysis, The image determining
factors of previous studies were integrated and categorized into 4 types and considered. As a result of
analyzing the image of a nurse in the novel, First, traditional image types include Lee Kwang—soo [Lov
ey , Kim Eui—jung 'Doctor Han; , Jo Jung—rae [Han River; , Gong Ji—young's (Field of Stars, , Baek
Min—seok Poor Little Hans, Second, social image types include Kang Kyung—ae Dark; , Kim
Kyung—wook 'Heaven's Gate; , Choi Jeong—hee [Cheonmaek, Third, professional image types include
Lee Cheong—jun '™r. Jo Man—deuk; , 'Discharge; , Choi In—hoon [The Square; , Kim Yeon—soo [The
Night in the Tunnel Where I Listened to Jusaeng Tudipini; , Jeong Se—lang [Public health teacher Ahn
Eun—young; and Fourth, personal image types include Choi In—ho TApprentice Patient; , Kim Jeong—han

"The Third Ward; , Eun Hee—kyung ™inor League; , Hoon Kim 'Hwajang, , Ha Seong—ran "The Joy of
Eating; , Kim Ji—yeon 'Hippocrates Love Song; , Park Kyung—ri  'Era of Distrust; , Jeong Mi—kyung The
Lady of Arsenal; typed as. Through the image of the nurse in the novel, the implications of the novel
for human care were discussed.
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Table 1. Novel for analysis of nurse image

Classificati

on applicable novel

Lee Kwang—soo Lovey (1937),

Kang Kyung—ae Dark; (1937),

Park Beom—shin rain falling at night; (1978),
Lee Je—ha The Traveler Does Not Rest on the Roa
d; (1985),

Baek Min—seok Poor Little Hans; (1998),
Jeong Do—sang The Blue Room; (2000),

Gong Ji—young's 'Field of Stars; (2004),

Kim Yeon—soo "The Night in the Tunnel Where I
Listened to Jusaeng Tudipini; (2013),

Jeong Se—lang  "Public health teacher Ahn
Eun—young; (2015)

Kim Kyung—wook Heaven's Gate; (2016) —part10

main
character

Choi Jeong—hee Cheonmaek; (1941),

Choi In—hoon "The Square; ,(1960),

Lee Cheong—jun ™Discharge; (1965),

Choi In—ho (Apprentice Patient; (1967),
Kim Jeong—han 'The Third Ward; (1968),
Kim Eui—jung "Doctor Hany (1968),

Lee Cheong—jun "™r. Jo Man—deuk; (1980),
Jeong Mi—kyung "The Lady of Arsenal; (2001)
Eun Hee—kyung 'Minor League; (2001),

Jo Jung—rae Han River; (2002),

Seo Seong—ran's Winter Hand; (2004),
Won Jae—gil Flower Wind;, (2004) —partl2

secondary
character

Park Kyung—ri  "Era of Distrust; (1957),

Kim Jeong—han 'The Third Ward; (1969),
Kim Ji—yeon  Hippocrates Love Song; (1994),
Kim Jin—myung "Heaven and Earth; (1998),
Hoon Kim Hwajang; (2004),

Ha Seong—ran  "The Joy of Eating, (1996),
Yoo Sun—ha "Golden Sunshine(1998) —part7

simple
character
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Table 2. 4 Types of nurse images in korean modern
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Table 3. Novel corresponding to nurse image type

type meaning

the novel

angel in white, Patient First, attentiveness,
traditional dedicated, comfort, cleanliness , doctor's
image type assistant,

technical and functional roles

Lee Kwang—soo Move; , Park Beom—shin rain falling at night; , Kim Eui—jung

Doctor Hany , Jeong Do—sang  "The Blue Room; , Jo Jung—rae "Han River; ,
Gong Ji—young's 'Field of Stars; , Seo Seong—ran's "Winter Hand; , Baek
Min—seok ™Poor Little Hans;

counselor, motherly role,
social Independent patient care,
image type health educator,
representing one aspect of society

Kang Kyung—ae 'Dark; , Choi Jeong—hee 'Cheonmaek; , Choi In—hoon "The
Squarey , Lee Je—ha The Traveler Does Not Rest on the Road; , Won Jae—gil
Flower Wind, , Kim Kyung—wook 'Heaven's Gate,

emphasis on human meaning,
Skilled Expertise and Skills,
problem solving insight,
professional pride in the job,

image type worthwhile and rewarding,
creativity, responsibility, autonomy,
researcher, advisor

Lee Cheong—jun M. Jo Man—deuk; , Mischarge; , Kim Yeon—soo "The Night
in the Tunnel Where I Listened to Jusaeng Tudipini; ,
Jeong Se—lang "Public health teacher Ahn Eun—young

spirit of service,

Personal religious vocation,
image type curiosity, egoistic mind, unkind,
Human Representation in Literature

Choi In—ho "Apprentice Patient; , Kim Jeong—han "The Third Ward; , Eun
Hee—kyung ™Minor Leaguey , Hoon Kim "Hwajang, , Ha Seong—ran ~ The Joy
of Eating; , Kim Ji—yeon Hippocrates Love Song; , Kim Jin—myung Heaven
and Earthy , Park Kyung—ri  "Era of Distrust; , Yoo Sun—ha 'Golden Sunshine; ,
Jeong Mi—kyung "The Lady of Arsenal,
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