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Abstract 

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to remind the importance of research ethics in research and publication, and to suggest the 

direction of research ethics by taking examples of research ethics recently implemented by KJFHC. Research design, data and 

methodology: With reference to the research of existing researchers, why research ethics is important, what are the violations of 

research ethics, and the efforts of the editorial committee of KJFHC to strengthen research ethics are presented as an example. 

Results: It is a reality that the concept of research ethics is becoming more complex and important with the introduction of various 

new academic fields. At this point in time, researchers need to pay more attention to the easily overlooked concept of research 

ethics. In research ethics, the most important thing is not punishment through monitoring and supervision, but prevention activities 

of research ethics that can prevent research misconduct before it occurs. As a preventive activity for research ethics, it can be said 

that the most important is the establishment of a systematic education system and active educational activities of universities and 

related institutions. Conclusions: This study avoids the general status and solutions for research ethics, and explains the case of the 

actual academic journal KJFHC and suggests alternatives.   
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1. Introduction12 
 

Providing reliable research data and information is 

especially important in times of health crisis such as 

COVID-19. Research data can help address and address 

these health crises (Smith, Upshur, & Ezekiel, 2020). 

Although numerous academic societies have been 
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continuously discussing the issue of research and 

publication fraud for many years, the number of cases of 

research misconduct is not decreasing (Sathyamurthy, 

2019). Among recent journals, it is not easy to find a 

journal focusing on research ethics (Kim & Youn, 2020). 

The KJFHC is to monitor common misconduct in research 

ethics, demonstrate how journals manage such misconduct, 

and share the results with future contributors. As many 

journals are newly created, the number of research papers 

published by researchers is also increasing. Therefore, 

there are numerous researchers in various fields of study all 

over the world. Various researchers and many studies have 

been conducted, and research problems are becoming more 

important due to the unprecedented research methods and 

new contents (Graf, Wager, Bowman, Flack, Scott-Lichter, 
& Robinson, 2007). Since one of the most important 

factors in research publication is reliability, research ethics 
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is a very important part of all research. From a research 

proposal to data collection, data purification and analysis, 

and statistical procedures for data, all processes are 

ethically important and ethical considerations (Poff, 2009). 

It includes thorough verification of the publication of 

research papers, formation of a group of reviewers with a 

wealth of relevant knowledge, and fair review by the 

journal editorial board on understanding and conflict 

prevention, and the scope of research ethics review is more 

comprehensive (Shin, 2020).  

 

2. Data manipulation and tampering in 

research 
 

Acts that undermine research ethics are not only illegal 

but also serious harm. This is because it does not give 

credibility not only to researchers, but also to funding 

agencies and readers. This is a risky practice that makes 

scientific value unreliable (Sengupta & Honavar, 2017). 

Companies that supported rigged research could lead to 

bankruptcy. In addition to these direct financial costs, 

research misconduct leads to widespread additional costs, 

not only for individuals but also for reputation and society 

(Stacey, 2016). Forged research is especially in the field of 

social health, and if it is directly applied to people, it can 

be judged to be very dangerous because it can cause 

casualties. Therefore, research ethics can directly harm not 

only the credibility of researchers or the financial crisis of 

sponsors, but also human lives (Kang, & Hwang, 2020).  

In order not to cause serious situations due to the 

violation of research ethics as above, the following 

research ethics principles are necessary.  

 
Table 1: Resnik's Principles of Scientific Ethics 
Honesty Scientists must not manipulate, falsify, or di

stort data or research results. 

Carefulness Scientists must avoid errors in their researc

h. Particular attention should be paid to the 
presentation of results. 

Openness Scientists need to share data, results, meth
ods, ideas, techniques, tools, etc. 

Freedom Scientists should be free to conduct researc

h on any problem or hypothesis.  

Credit Merit should be given to those to whom it is 

due. 

Education Scientists should educate prospective scien
tists and help ensure they learn how to do b

etter science. Furthermore, we have an obli
gation to educate the public. 

Social  
Responsibility 

Scientists should try to avoid harm to societ
y and create social benefits. 

Legality In the course of research, scientists are 

obliged to comply with the laws applicable 
to their work. 

Opportunity No scientist shall be unreasonably denied 
an opportunity to use scientific resources or 
to advance in a scientific profession. 

Mutual Respect Scientists must respect their colleagues. 

Efficiency Scientists must use resources efficiently. 
For example, when writing a paper, you 

should not deliberately divide the research 
into several studies and publish it, or use 

the same result in several different studies 
with only minor modifications. 

Respect for 

Subjects 

Scientists must not infringe on human rights 

or dignity when using humans as test 
subjects. This means that even when 

animals are used in experiments, they must 
be done with care and proper respect. 

 

 

3. Ethical Efforts for KJFHC  
 

3.1. Case details 
 

KJFHC (Korea Journal of Food Health Convergence) is 

leading remarkable growth with a new editor-in-chief 

system starting in 2021. The journal's editorial board is 

making every effort to make this journal a credible and 

academically sound journal. For example, in 2021, it was 

discovered that a research paper published a long time ago 

in this journal was a serious plagiarism paper. Therefore, 

the editorial committee not only removed the paper from 

the journal system through an emergency meeting, but also 

informed the author and the university, and promised not to 

let this happen again. With this incident as an opportunity, 

KJFHC thoroughly investigated the possibility of 

plagiarism in all previously published papers. In addition, 

plagiarism of some papers published before KJFHC 

became a candidate registered journal was discovered. 

Although the plagiarism of the papers was not serious, all 

the papers were deleted and the authors were notified. 

After that, all papers submitted to KJFHC required a 

plagiarism check, and very strict similarity guidelines were 

implemented. 

 

3.2. Processing result 
 

The image of the official document below is an official 

document that the KJFHC Editorial Board immediately 

responded to when the incident occurred. At the same time 

as the official document was sent, the paper was deleted 

from all researches loading systems, and the authors were 

restricted from submitting to the journal (KJFHC) in the 

future according to the research ethics regulations of the 

journal. 
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Figure 1: Official document sent to the National Research 

Foundation of Korea 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Official document sent to Korea Institute of Science 
and Technology Information 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 3: Official document sent to the author 
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4. Research Ethics Improvement Direction 

 
However, it will not be difficult to form a consensus 

and consensus among researchers by preparing separate 

standards for plagiarism for each academic field and 

providing reasonable guidelines for preventing plagiarism. 

Researchers bring ideas or expressions within an 

appropriate and reasonable amount, but in principle, the 

author's name and publication year are revealed at the end 

of the cited section, and the bibliography is revealed in the 

references at the end of the researches. Responsibility for 

plagiarism can be exempted or greatly reduced depending 

on the degree to which it is recognized that the researcher 

has no intention of disguising his research results in an 

unfair way. It is true that research misconduct, including 

plagiarism, is an ambiguous concept that can be interpreted 

and applied in a wide variety of ways. It is not easy for a 

researcher to describe or explain in a word how to prevent 

plagiarism and correct citation in writing a study. As a 

researcher, the key to avoiding plagiarism is that when 

citing someone else's or one's own research, the source 

must be identified and only the necessary amount is used 

appropriately. A large number of researchers may be doing 

plagiarism because of insufficient knowledge of research 

ethics, even if they do not intentionally commit plagiarism. 

Therefore, it is necessary for universities or research 

institutes to regularly educate on research ethics through a 

systematic education system (Cha, 2021). This means that 

education to prevent incidents in advance is much more 

important than monitoring, control, and punishment. 
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