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The image of South Korea reported by the People's Daily
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to find out how Korea's national image is being established
through content analysis of articles related to Korea by the People's Daily in China. There were 253
articles related to Korea published in the People's Daily from 2016 to 2020. Using content analysis
methods, articles related to Korea were reviewed in five categories: number of articles, page, source,
subject matter, and propensity to report. According to the results of the study, the number of articles
related to Korea in the People's Daily has decreased since 2016, and the topic of articles has been in
many political and social sectors. In 2016 and 2017, South Korea's decision to deploy THAAD led to
a number of articles published in the military sector, and there were negative articles only in military
articles. The majority of articles related to Korea in the People's Daily show that it describes Korea
positively or objectively. In this regard, the People's Daily shows that it is building a positive image

of Korea.
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Table 1. Number of Korean related articles published
by People's Daily

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 | In total

Amount

83 51 42 31 46 253
of reports
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Table 2. Layout of Korean related articles published by
People's Daily

Layout 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 | In total
Front page 4 6 4 3 3 20
General 32 12 7 9 11 71
layout
the
International] 43 33 30 19 30 155
section
Other pages 4 0 1 0 2 7
In total 83 51 42 31 46 253
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Table 3. Sources of Korean articles published by
Chinese media

Sources 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 | In total

People's

Daily 76 49 39 27 40 231

Xinhua

News 1 2 3 3 5 14

Agency

Others 6 0 0 1 1 8

In total 83 51 42 31 46 253
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Table 4. Topics of Korean articles published by People's

Daily
Reporting | o516 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | In total
topic
Politics 20 20 14 19 9 82
Economics 14 0 2 0 10 26
Culture/
Science and 3 1 9 9 5 18
Technology/
Sports
Society 18 5 17 7 21 68
History 5 10 5 1 0 21
Miitary 18 15 2 2 1 38
science
In total 83 51 42 31 46 253
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Table 5. Reporting tendency of Korean related articles
in People's Daily

f:r‘l’é’;;?f 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 |In total
Positive 36 16 20 18 28 | 118
Neutral 31 21 22 13 18 | 105
Negative 16 14 0 0 0 30
In total 83 51 42 31 46 | 253
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Table 6. Topics and reporting trends of Korean related
articles in People's Daily

. . Reporting topics
Reporting topic In total
Positive Neutral Negative
Politics 49 33 0 82
Economics 8 18 0 26
Culture/
Science and 18 0 0 18
Technology/Sports
Society 31 37 0 68
History 12 9 0 21
Military science 1 7 30 38
In total 119 104 30 253
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