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Relationship between Ethical Decision—Making, Moral Sensitivity
and Infection Control Performance of Nursing Student’s on
COVID—-19
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Abstract This study is to provide basic data on intervention methods to enhance the performance of
infection control by grasping the relationship between ethical decision—making, moral sensitivity and
infection control performance of nursing students in the global COVID—19 pandemic. General
characteristics, major—related characteristics, ethical decision—making, moral sensitivity, and infection
control were investigated using a structured questionnaires for 3™ and 4™ graders of nursing college.
To analyze collected data, descriptive statistics, indepentent t—test, one—way ANOVA, Pearson's
correlation coefficient, and stepwise multiple regression anlaysis were performed using IBM SPSS21.0
program. As a result of this study, factors influencing the performance of COVID—19 infection control
were the principle of beneficence, which is the sub area of ethical decsion—making, and conflict and
patient—centered nursing, which is the sub—area of moral sensitivity. In order to improve infection
control of nursing students who are prospective medical professionals in a situation where new
infectious diseases are highly likely to occur in the future, it is required to develop a practice—oriented
convergence education programs for nurses which can improve ethics of patient centered nursing.
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Table 1. Performance of Infection Control COVID—19
according to the General Characteristics and
Major—related Characteristics

(N=85)
Performance of Infection
Variable Category n  (%)| control COVID—19
Mean=SD | t/F (p)
Male 16 18.8| 3.42+.43 m
Gender o
General Female | 69 81.2| 3.48+45 | (.658)
characte
ristics | .. Yes 29 34.1| 359t45 | g
Religion
No 56 65.9| 3.41+.44 | (079)
. .| Satisfaction | 59 69.4| 3.55%.45
Satisfacti 438
on with | Moderate 22 259 3.21+.38 ( 016)
Major = | MAOT | |y tistaction| 4 4.7 | 3.06+.25
related
characte | gpiisfacti Satisfaction | 63 74.1| 3.52%.45
MSHES | on with | Moderate | 19 22.4| 3.30+.39 | 1.90
clinical (.156)
practice | Dissatisfaction| 3 3.5 3.44£.62
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Table 2. Ethical decision—making, Moral sensitivity,
Performance of Infection control COVID—19

(N=85)

Categories Mean®SD Range
Ethical decision—making 5.28+1.11
Autonomy 1.07+.19

Beneficence 1.14%.29 0~1
Non—maleficence 1.39+.26
Justice 1.48+.28
Moral sensitivity 5.09+.62
Patient centered nursing 5.65+.69

Professional responsibility 5.45+.67 17
Conflict 5.09£.78
Moral meaning 4.57+.99
Beneficence 4.50£1.02

Performance of Infection control COVID—19| 3.47+.45 1~4
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Table 3. Correlation between Ethical decision—making,
Moral sensitivity, Performance of Infection
control COVID—19

(N=85)
Performance of Infection control
Categories COVID—19
r (p)
Ethical decision—making .21 (.053)
Autonomy —.08 (.470)
Beneficence —.41 (<.001)
Non—maleficence .07 (.529)
Justice -.17 (.121)
Moral sensitivity .28 (.009)
Patient centered nursing 41 (<.001)
Professional responsibility .26 (.015)
Conflict .30 (.006)
Moral meaning .13 (.243)
Beneficence .08 (.469)
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Table 4. Factors Influencing Performance of Infection
Control COVID—19
(N=85)

B SE B t p
(Constant) 3.19 A7 6.80 <.001

Satisfaction with

. -.12 .08 —-.15 -152 133
major

Beneficence —.55 14 —.36 —3.87 <.001
Patient centered 25 10 .39 241 019
nursing

Professional -11 11 -17 -102 311
responsibility

Conflict 16 08 .29 1.99 .049
Moral sensitivity —.11 .15 -15 -.73 466

F=7.09 p=<.001 R’ = .353 AdjR*= .303
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