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Abstract This study compared and analyzed the characteristics of new words by classifying 197 newly
coined Korean and Chinese characters in 2017 and 2018 into single, compound, derivative, abbreviated,
and hybrid words according to the coined method. In the case of a single language, Korean is all words
borrowed from Chinese and English. However, no monolingual language appeared in Chinese. In the case
of compound words, the format of the Chinese synthesis method was much more diverse and the
generative power was stronger than that of Korea. In the case of derivatives, there are not many prefixes
in both countries, and Korean suffixes have the strongest productivity of Chinese suffixes and weak
productivity of foreign and native suffixes. Korean foreign language suffixes were characterized by
relatively more appearance than Chinese. In the case of abbreviations, it can be seen that the productivity
of dark syllables is stronger for Korean abbreviations, and the productivity of empty syllables is stronger
for Chinese abbreviations. In the case of mixed languages, the hybrid form of Korean was much more
diverse than that of Chinese. Through this study, it will be possible to help Chinese Korean learners
understand the process of forming a new language, and to develop their ability to guess the meaning of
Korean words while learning a new language.
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Table 1. Classification according to the coined
language method of Korean and Chinese

characters
Korean Chinese

Words Ratio Words Ratio
Simple word 1 10% 0 0%
Compound word 3 3% 49 54%
Derivative word 63 59% 35 40%
derivative 13 12% 4 4%
portmanteau 17 16% 2 2%
Total 107 100% 90 100%
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