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Abstract

This study aimed to understand what factors the mothers of infants consider to be important when choosing
screen media programs for their children, and to investigate whether those features differ according to
maternal socio-demographic characteristics (i.e,, age, education level, employment status, and family income).
The study participants comprised 948 mothers who were the primary caregivers and had at least one child
aged 4-6. They were asked to select three of the following aspects as critical criteria for determining if a
given screen media program is appropriate for infants: (a) contents suitable to the child's developmental
level, (b) behaviors of characters, (c) appearance of characters, (d) visual aspects of program, (e) duration of
screen media program, (f) whether the screen media program includes instructive contents, and (g) whether
the program leads to opportunities for conversations among family members and activities with children.
Multiple response frequency analysis and multiple response cross-analysis were used to analyze the mothers'
responses. The results revealed that the majority of the mothers reported that ‘contents suitable to the child's
developmental level' represented the first-ranked criterion for selecting screen media programs for their child,
which was followed by 'behaviors of characters, and ‘whether the screen media program includes instructive
contents! However, such criteria for screen media programs for infants differed according to maternal age,
education level, employment status, and family income. These outcomes suggest that different information
needs to be provided based on maternal characteristics in order to help mothers determine the quality of
screen media programs for their infants.
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Table 1. Sample Characteristics (V=948)
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Variable N %

Child Age (yr) 4 321 339

5 314 33.1

6 313 330

Gender Boy 472 49.8

Girl 476 50.2

Birth order First 597 63.0

Second 281 29.6

Third 65 6.9

Fourth 5 0.5

Mother Age (yr) 20 ~ 29 21 2.2

30~39 645 68.0

40 ~ 50 279 29.4

50 ~ 59 3 0.3

Family monthly income (10,000 KRW) Lower group (80 ~ 345) 234 247

Middle group (350 ~ 500) 438 46.2

Upper group (520 ~ 1,500) 276 29.1

Education level High school and below 123 13.0

Junior college or college 384 79.2

Master's degree and above 487 7.8

Employment status Employed 426 44.9

Non employed 522 55.1
1) Gobg QAultio] L2 IWo| o] Tt o {UES] Fa L EE wolsly] glste] TR e WACR EANLS 145
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B3l PC 5 Tl 71712 35T, AlolR, IPTV, OTT Ajuls Az} W) 23 719] 3718 Aol Aol 2215 (Coben,
=g, gz 5), el XHH(O =H H]O]Hi 712 %) ~—4 2011; Ko & Kim, 2017; Kwak & Seol, 2014; H. K. Lee et

al., 2020; Linebarger & Vaala, 2010; Papadamou et al.,
2020; Power & Smith, 2017; Yim et al,, 2014)2 #a1slo] &
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Table 2. Mothers' Consideration on the Quality of Screen Media Programs for Infants (V = 948)

Criteria N % Case %
1 Contents suitable to child's developmental level 734 31.2 77.4
2 Behaviors of characters (e.g., physicalfverbal aggression, bullying) 597 25.4 63.0
3 Appearance of characters (e.g., revealing clothes, appearance that reflects gender stereotypes) 229 9.7 242
4 Visual aspects of programs (e.g., too fast paced, too flashy colors) 108 46 11.4
5 Duration of screen media program 79 34 8.3
6 Whether the screen media program includes instructive contents 383 16.3 40.4
. Whéther Fhe program IeaQS to oppgrtunities for conversations among family members and activities 216 9 298
with children (e.g., cooking, exercise)
8 Other 8 03 038
Total 2,354 100.0 2483
Rk Flelolck, visoR, Bae] Wakgg Auuy) S5k ~THSIEN oF 0n)E aEGRe] SuTeR Yelsiglon, |
o] fol7] A E & Fi 291oA] A el SEskes ~3E91E SHITE] oF 30%), = ~ 102915 AR
sholeh S4918e] BN 540 BUA, N 540 BW 9 of 3mo Hojellnt sk 1, e 2, 19w
. AR 5] A, LAl A Arg V18] S ot 5 ek 3o sigsto] Aol ARSI, Ak Al
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skom = W89 e =o17] fIsto] aid wdoll= o a5 %ﬂUrEP AN

2) ofmule] Aslal ek W
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Table 3. Mothers' Consideration on the Quality of Screen Media Programs for Infants According to Mother's Age (V=948)

Criteria 20 ~ 29 30~39 Over 40
N (%) N (%) N (%)
1 Contents suitable to child's developmental level 19 (90.5) 488 (75.7) 227 (80.5)
2 Behaviors of characters 12 (57.1) 401 (62.2) 184 (65.2)
3 Appearance of characters 2(9.5) 168 (26.0) 59 (20.9)
4 Visual aspects of programs 1(4.8) 71 (11.0) 36(12.8)
5  Duration of screen media program 4(19.0) 55 (8.5) 20(7.1)
6  Whether the screen media program includes instructive contents 9 (42.9) 260 (40.3) 114 (40.4)
7 \r/nV:;tS:rrSt:;dp;cc)tgi\rlaitirzslevav(ij;tz)hci)lzssr:tun|t|es for conversations among family 6 (28.) 151 (23.4) 59 (209)
8  Other 0(0.0) 6(09) 2(0.7)
21 645 282

Table 4. Mothers' Consideration on the Quality of Screen Media Programs for Infants According to Mother's Education Level (V = 948)

High school and below

Junior college or college Master's and above

Criteria N (%) N (%) N (%)
1 Contents suitable to child's developmental level 94 (76.4) 579 (77.1) 61(82.4)
2 Behaviors of characters 64 (52.0) 480 (63.9) 53 (71.6)
3 Appearance of characters 30 (24.4) 183 (24.4) 16 (21.6)
4 Visual aspects of programs 13 (10.6) 83 (11.0) 12 (16.2)
5 Duration of screen media program 12 (9.8) 62 (8.2) 5(6.8)
6 Whether the screen media program includes instructive contents 53 (43.1) 300 (39.9) 30 (40.5)
) et gl b eIy
8 Other 0(00) 7(0.9) 1(1.4)
123 751 74
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Table 5. Mothers' Consideration on the Quality of Screen Media Programs for Infants According to Mother's Employment Status (M = 948)

L Employed Non Employed
Criteria
N (%) N (%)

1 Contents suitable to child's developmental level 319 (74.9) 415 (79.5)

2 Behaviors of characters 261 (61.3) 336 (64.3)

3 Appearance of characters 111 (26.1) 118 (22.6)

4 Visual aspects of programs 50 (11.7) 58 (11.1)

5  Duration of screen media program 39(9.2) 40(7.7)

6  Whether the screen media program includes instructive contents 169 (39.7) 214 (41.0)

7 \r/nV:;T;rst:;dp;cc)tgi\rlaitirzs\evav(ij;tz)hci)lzssr:tunities for conversations among family 108 (25.4) 108 (207)

8  Other 4(09) 4(08)

426 522
Table 6. Mothers' Consideration on the Quality of Screen Media Programs for Infants According to Family Monthly Income (A = 948)
L Lower group Middle group Upper group
Criteria
N (%) N (%) N (%)
1 Contents suitable to child's developmental level 181 (77.4) 329 (75.1) 224 (81.2)
2 Behaviors of characters 140 (59.8) 286 (65.3) 171 (62.0)
3 Appearance of characters 55 (23.5) 104 (23.7) 70 (25.4)
4 Visual aspects of programs 24(10.3) 50 (11.4) 34(12.3)
5  Duration of screen media program 18(7.7) 41(9.4) 20(7.2)
6  Whether the screen media program includes instructive contents 94 (40.2) 172 (39.3) 17 (42.4)
. nl:;tt:zrst::dp;igi?ﬁrile;?tshtfhflzfsgtunities for conversations among family 48 (205) 107 (244) 61 (22.1)
8  Other 3(1.3) 2(05) 3(1.)
234 438 276
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