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Global health curricula in Korean nursing schools: Focusing on the changes
since 2015
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Purpose: This study aimed to understand the current status of global health curricula and characteristics in nursing schools,
focusing on the changes since 2015. Methods: Data were collected from the websites of 202 nursing schools nationwide in
Korea. Global health curricula were analyzed using a structured framework developed by the authors. Results: Among 202
nursing schools, 173 (85.6%) schools offer global health-related courses. Of these, 72 (35.6%) schools offer a ‘Multiculturalism’
course, and 42 (20.8%) schools offer a ‘Global Nursing’ course. Fifty-nine schools (29.2%) offer both courses. Compared to
the study findings in 2015, the number of global health-related courses and the percentage of global health-related courses
designated as a requirement dramatically increased. An additional analysis of five syllabi of global-health related courses found
several differences in the courses’ aims, contents and evaluation methods. Conclusions: Due to social and political changes,
nursing schools are more likely to offer global health curricula. However, there is still a lack of consensus on the core contents
and approaches of such curricula, necessitating systematic discussions about the core contents and effective learning methods
to increase nursing student competency in global health nursing.
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* Choi, K. S., Kim, H. S., Lee, S. Y., Dressel, A., Galvao, L. W., Jun, M. H. A Study on the Curriculum of Global Health
Education. The Korean Academic Society Of Nursing Education. 2016;22(2):220-227.

Figure 1. Differences between the 2015 curriculum and the 2021 curriculum
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Table 1. Descriptive Results of Global Health Courses Opened in Nursing Schools

Opened
. Total ~ One or more  Both Global Multiculturalism None
CHETOTES courses courses  nursing only only
n (%)
202 173 59 4 72 29
(100) (85.6) (29.2) (20.8) (35.6) (14.4)
Degree Bachelor’s degree in University 115 94 34 32 28 21
(56.9) (81.7) (29.6) (27.8) (24.3) (18.3)
Bachelor’s degree in College 70 62 20 8 34 8
(34.7) (88.6) (28.6) (11.4) (48.6) (11.4)
Associate degree 17 17 5 2 10 -
(8.4) (100) (29.4) (11.8) (58.8) ©
Region Large city 68 56 18 20 18 12
(33.7) (82.4) (26.5) (29.4) (26.5) (17.6)
Small & medium-sized city 134 117 41 22 54 17
(66.3) (87.3) (30.6) (16.4) (40.3) (12.7)
Founder Private 179 154 54 35 65 25
(88.6) (86.0) (30.2) (19.6) (36.3) (14.0)
National/Public 23 19 5 7 7 4
(11.4) (82.6) (21.8) (30.4) (30.4) (17.4)
Table 2. General Characteristics of the Global Health Courses
Characteristics courses Global nursing (n=129) Multiculturalism (n=131)
n % n %
Classification of the course (a)
Liberal arts 10 7.8 98 74.8
Major subjects 119 922 33 252
Classification of the course (b)
Elective 110 85.3 77 58.8
Required 19 14.7 54 41.2
Learning method
Lecture 122 94.6 130 99.2
Practicum 6 4.6 1 0.8
Lecture + Practicum 1 0.8 - -
Credit
1 47 36.4 23 17.6
1.5 2 1.6 - -
2 77 59.7 105 80.2
3 3 23 3 22
Target year of students
Freshman 13 10.0 55 42.0
Sophomore 40 31.0 46 35.1
Junior 30 233 13 9.9
Senior 41 31.8 17 13.0
Not specified 5 39 - -

30 https://doi.org/10.5977/jkasne.2022.28.1.27
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Table 3. Specific Course Names Included in Global Nursing and Multiculturalism

Global nursing n % Multiculturalism n %
Total 129 100 Total 131 100
Global nursing 37 28.7  Understanding multiculturalism 52 39.7
Understanding global nursing 14 10.9  Multicultural nursing 29 22.1
Global health 7 54  Culture and nursing 5 3.8
Global nursing issues 6 4.7  Multiculturalism and health 5 38
Global health and nursing 5 3.9  Understanding modern society 4 3.1
Global health care and nursing policy 4 3.1 Multicultural understanding and health 4 3.1
Global nursing overview 3 2.3 Multicultural society and healthy family theory 2 L5
Practice of global nursing 3 23 Understanding multicultural society and health 2 1.5
Global health care leadership 3 2.3 Multicultural society and health 2 1.5
Global health policy 3 2.3 Multicultural society and care 2 1.5
Global nursing (NCLEX-RN) 2 1.6 Multicultural society and human understanding 2 1.5
Understanding global nursing and global health 2 1.6 Culture and health 2 1.5
Global nursing business 2 1.6 Modern society and understanding multiculturalism 2 L5
Global nursing and practice 2 1.6 Multicultural welfare 1 0.8
Global development Cooperation and health 2 1.6 Health management in multicultural society 1 0.8
Understanding global Development cooperation 2 1.6 Multicultural family nursing 1 0.8
Global health care and nursing professions 2 1.6 Understanding multicultural family 1 0.8
Global nursing and policy 2 1.6 Multicultural society and nursing 1 0.8
Global health and issues 2 1.6 Multicultural society and multicultural competencies 1 0.8
Global nursing communication 1 0.8  Multicultural society and policy 1 0.8
Vision of global nursing 1 0.8  Understanding multicultural society and nursing 1 0.8
Global cooperation with NGOs 1 0.8 Multiculturalism and family 1 0.8
nursing and globalization 1 0.8 Multiculturalism and health counseling 1 0.8
Health and globalization 1 0.8 Multiculturalism and healthy eating 1 0.8
Global nursing trends 1 0.8 Multiculturalism and health policy 1 0.8
Global nursing practice and business 1 0.8  Multiculturalism and society 1 0.8
Global nursing English 1 0.8  Care and global cultural nursing 1 0.8
Practical global nursing 1 0.8  Culture and care 1 0.8
Global health leader: Nepal field trip 1 0.8  Women and multiculturalism 1 0.8
Global health practice 1 0.8  Unification and multicultural society 1 0.8
Understanding global health 1 0.8 Modern society and multiculturalism 1 0.8
Global health care and nursing experience 1 0.8
Global volunteer theory 1 0.8
Global community and health care 1 0.8
Global community and human rights 1 0.8
Understanding global community and health 1 0.8
Global professionalism and nursing policy 1 0.8
Global health professionals 1 0.8
Global nursing leadership 1 0.8
Global nursing seminar 1 0.8
Global health communication 1 0.8
Global medical environment 1 0.8
Understanding multiculturalism and global community 1 0.8
Culture and global nursing 1 0.8
Understanding culture and global health 1 0.8
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