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Pathos of Color Green Expressed in Korean War Films

Jong-Guk Kim*

Abstract

War films are a general term for films that have battlefields as their main background. Although war
films as a genre directly deal with combat situations, they also deal with characters or subjects related
to war. War films promote patriotism and nationalism, but they also argue against war by highlighting
the disastrous war. This study is based on the color theory that the meaning of film color is temporarily
and infinitely generated according to the cultural differences, with Eisenstein’s creative theory on film color
and pathos. | wanted to clarify the pathos effect and the meaning of color green expressed in the Korean
war films. In war films, colors are visualized in art forms such as symbols, similes and metaphors. In war
films, color green symbolizes life. On the battlefield, the green of nature stands against the catastrophic
situation. The green of ecology, which insists on the flow of life, evokes fear in ecological crises such as
war, disaster and climate change. The dark green caused by a catastrophe like war warns of the destruction
of life. The connotation of color is temporarily and infinitely expands according to the cultural differences.
The dark green, which visualizes the battlefield of destruction, is a form and element of pathos that indicates
changes in emotions such as sadness, pity, grief and despair. Pathos as an emotional appeal is a leap
from the quality to the quality of the means of expression and refers to the departure from Dasein. The
green color that dominates the visuals of war films is a symbol of life and functions as a pathos that
makes emotional changes take a new leap. A qualitative leap through pathos means all changes that become
new.
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