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Purpose: This study aimed to develop a Core Competency Scale for clinical nursing student educators. Methods: In this study,
we constructed a conceptual framework, selected initial items, verified the content validity, conducted two rounds of Delphi
expert consultation, selected secondary and tertiary items, and extracted the final items. The study included 242 clinical
educators for nursing students. Item analysis, factor analysis, criterion validity, and internal consistency were used for the data
analyses. Results: For the final scale, 35 items were selected and 5 factors were categorized, which together explain 61.7%
of the total variance. The factors were education and evaluation, research and cooperation, ethical/legal principles, presenting
leadership, and clinical practice. The scores for the scale significantly correlated with the teaching efficacy scale for clinical
nursing instructors. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the 35 items was .96. Conclusion: The findings of this study
demonstrated that the core competency scale has good validity and reliability. This scale can be used to assess the competency
of clinical educators for nursing students; hence, it will help in evaluating the relationship between the skills of clinical
educators for nursing students and the self-efficacy of those students.
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Table 1. Demographic and Work-related Characteristics for Subjects (N=242)
Variables Categories n %
Woman 237 97.9
Gender
Man 5 2.1
<30 3 1.2
Age (year) 30~39 28 11.6
ar
£ 08 40~49 84 347
50~59 127 52.5
N Yes 139 574
Religion
No 103 42.6
Associate degree 6 2.5
. Bachelor degree 62 25.6
Educational level
Master degree 154 63.6
Doctor degree 20 8.3
Head nurse 171 70.7
. Charge nurse 31 12.8
Position
Staff nurse 33 13.6
Others 7 29
4~<10 16 6.6
Clinical experience 10~<20 50 20.7
(year) 20~<30 81 335
>30 95 39.3
. University and general hospital 201 83.1
Working place . .
Mental hospital or community health center 41 16.9
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Table 3. Correlations between Core Competency Scale and Teaching Efficacy Scale (N=242)
Core competency scale
. . Education and Research and Ethical/legal  Presenting Clinical
Teaching efficacy scale Total . . o . X
evaluation cooperation principles leadership practice
r (@ r (0 r (o) r (0 r (o) r (0
Total 83 (<001) .72 (<.001) 74 (<001) .64 (<001) .74 (<001) .59 (<.001)
Student instruction 82 (<001) .71 (<.001) 69 (<001) 70 (<001) 76 (<.001) .58 (<.001)
Teaching improvement 74 (<.001) 66 (<.001) 70 (<.001) 54 (<001) .64 (<001) .48 (<.001)
Application of teaching and learning .72 (<.001) .64 (<.001) .69 (<.001) 49 (<.001) .63 (<001) .50 (<.001)
Interpersonal relationship & communication .76 (<.001) .68 (<.001) .68 (<.001) .57 (<.001) .67 (<.001) .49 (<.001)
Clinical judgment 70 (<001) .35 (<.001) 60 (<001) .62 (<001) .62 (<001) .62 (<.001)
Clinical skill instruction 58 (<.001) 48 (<.001) 50 (<.001) 47 (<001) 54 (<001) .52 (<.001)
Table 4. Reliability of Core Competency Scale (N=242)
Core competency scale Cronbach’s a Guttman's split-half coefficients
Total .96 .89
Education and evaluation 93 .90
Research and cooperation .90 81
Ethical/legal principles .89 78
Presenting leadership .84 .84
Clinical practice .81 .70
Table 5. Comparison of Original and Derived Factors
Original factors _Orlgmal Derived factors Derived item No
item No
Theories and principles of adult learning 1~4
Curriculum design and implementation 5~9 Factor 1. 1~12
4 &l P Education and evaluation
Monitoring and evaluation 10~15
Research and evidence 21~25 Factor 2. 13~21
Communication, collaboration and partnership 26~31 Research and cooperation
. . Factor 3.
Ethical/legal principles 32~38 Ethical/legal principles 22~28
. Factor 4. 29=30
Management and leadership 39~43 Presenting leadership
Nursing practice 16~20 Factor 5. 33~35

Clinical practice
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