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Empty, share and fill

A client who wants to establish the actual world of her husband's family through
architecture by building a new house visited. The client said the house for the father—
in-law who is still healthy and active, and the building owner family of husband and
young son and the sister in law’s family to live should be built, It is not common for the
daughter-in-law to build a multi-household house to live with the husband's family,
which stimulated my curiosity. The place where the house will be built is a place where
the husband was born and grown, and the husband's memory is contained. The target
site is a new site that existing residents of the old village where the parents settled
down and lived a long time will be moved due to an industrial complex project by the
city, 1st floor has the condition of building the store, and the building owner desired to
own the store space, which can operate a small cafe on the adjacent big roadside. It
seems the building owner collected various information after deciding on the building
construction. The client wanted to have the detached house by each household
despite a multi-household place where many families live together. It seems that
it would be possible if they conceded a little to each other. The house is named
“Binachae” because of the abbreviation of words meaning ‘empty, share, and fill This
concept functions as the significant driving force which can differentiate this building
from other houses built nearby. It seems this building can be the unique house in
this complex because it may differ from other houses of which shape and residential
environment are inevitably restricted due to the desire to maximize rental income
based on the maximum number of households and stores allowed by law, It is said
that each family moves between the floor and has dinner and meeting whenever they
have chances while maintaining their residential environment. The building owner said
she was happy during the building and will be happy after moving in. She is looking
forward to the day when she can have dinner with the related persons in a place.

Fight against the prejudice

‘Family in law' is a gap that cannot be easily narrowed for Korean women. That's
because the invisible Hierarchy and formality push each other even if they are in
a family fence. In the site area 329 m2 (100 pyeong), the building owner couple
requested the work that can break the prejudice of our society in which people hate
when a single word of ‘family in law’ is involved. It is a rare modern version of a family in
law where a single father-in-law lives on the first floor, a daughter-in-law couple lives
on the second floor, and a sister-in-law couple and nephew live on the third floor, She
persuaded her father-in—law, saying, “l don't want to put pressure on others,” and held
his sister-in-law's hand, who was worried, saying, “It's uncomfortable and difficult,”
Finally, the building owner said, “If | had asked to live together under responsibility or
pressure, | would not have lived a day, but | wanted a crowded life with my family, so |
decided to live together.”

Yard on the each floor, a building like 3 buildings

The building owner listed the scenery of dreaming life in detail rather than the specific
shape when requesting the design. She depicted the image of the house with the
sentence that reminds the look of life, such as “A house that doesn't give influence
to neighbors and laughs at the surroundings,” “A house where a child plays barefoot
on stones in the sun-heated vard,” “A small tap where his father trims cucumbers and
peppers,” “A house where children play,” “A kitchen for holidays, gatherings," and
“Toetmaru that can share this or that talk while trimming anchovy with father." The site
in which the house will be built is subject to the floor number restriction to 3rd floor or
less due to district unit planning zone, and it is a multi-household dedicated site, so
the scale and the density of future housing can be estimated. In general, the multi-
household house aims to maximize the rental profit by expanding the numbers of a
householder, However, the house requested by the client doesn’t aim at the rental
income. We can empty the maximum space. When considering the story depicted by
the building owner, she wanted to feel detached house. We should empty many things.
The important point of the plan is to empty physical mass but fill the various lifestyles
in it. It is arranged so that it doesn't interfere with lighting even if the surrounding

houses are filled, and the yard is set up on each floor so that three households can feel
the atmosphere of detached houses in their respective homes. Unlike square houses
in typical multi-family houses built to create the maximum floor area ratio and the
maximum number of households, | planned out non-typical houses partially emptied
as if they were breathing in the residential area. The entrances approached externally
are 3, The 1st floor, where the father in his 80s stays, and the 2nd and 3rd floor, where
children frequently come and go, are separated, which follows the approach method
of the detached house even if it is a multi-household housing. Because the 2nd floor
where the building owner couple stays and the 3rd floor where sister in law's couple
and nephew don't cross the yard but lead to the external stairs, not influencing the
access of each other, Because the multi-household housing in which one entrance
is connected to each porch along with a stair can't protect the privacy, it proposes to
enter the house through external stair by separating the entrance from the beginning.
So, three yards were created on each floor. You can see the parking lot and yard when
you open the long sliding wooden door that acts as a fence on the first floor. Totmaru
in front of my father-in-law’s living room is connected with my yard. The second-
floor yard, where active families live, is covered with grass. The child pitches a tent in
the yard and plays ball. Sometimes we all gather together to make kimchi and hang
laundry. The third floor has a private veranda that leads out through the interior of the
house, Rather than sharing one yard, | tried to build three separate yards in one house
by making three yards tailored to each person’s lifestyle.

A different space, a richer life,

The internal structure and scale of each floor also differed depending on each
member’s lifestyle, lighting, and ventilation, The first floor, where the 80th-old father—
in-law lives alone, is small but fruitful. The living room, kitchen, and room were
arranged in a row to simplify the movement. The central space of the house is the
second floor, where the family of the owner couple lives, The kitchen was made large
so that three households could gather together. It's broader than the living room, It
is the space that the client paid the most attention to while building the house, Since
living in a house is to gather often, eat together, and spend time together, she wanted
to gather often and have a party even in trivial matters. The kitchen on the second
floor is the center of the house that brings the whole family together. The space-like
flat bench on the side of the living room, the window, and the lawn yard covering the
outside gaze and letting the sunlight come all day long can be enjoyed conly on the
second floor. The child usually runs through the flat bench and into the yard. There
were spaces not found in the existing apartments, and the child who was reluctant to
bring friends because of the noise between the floors could now play with his friends.
As the owner wanted at first, there was a yard, so she could make kimchi and dry the
crops and do various activities.

The space created by the layout and the shape of the house.

The most significant difference between the second and third floors is the direction.
From the southwest house, the second floor was placed more eastward, and the third
floor was placed more westward. Due to the slight change in direction, | created a rich
outer space, and the scenery from home is completely different. It is the difference
from apartments stacked in the same structure and showing similar scenery front
and back on each floor, A gable attic was placed on the third floor with two rooms,
and a ceiling was built. Life changed as space changed. Previously, they used to
meet on special days such as holidays and birthdays, eat and leave, but living in cne
house will inevitably increase our time together. The building owner said, “If it were
uncomfortable for people te gather, | wouldn't want to live together, but it was good
for people to live in a crowded way. “ The house’s name is ‘Binachae.” It means ‘empty,
share and fill" and named by the building owner who is a sincere Christian she was
asked the meaning of the name, the building owner said like this. “| was greedy when
building the house, but | emptied it for family, and the meaning of the name is about
filling the house with gratitude for the happiness obtained by emptying, sharing with
people around us through the house.

83



