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Kim Joong-up, Mies van der Rohe, and 31 Building---Rebirth after 50 years
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| have seen the 31 Building from my early days because | was born in the
center of Seoul. Black and tall building was huge enough to surprise people.
Moreover, it was the early 1970's:-.

After majoring in Architecture, | learned of Mies van der Rohe and his Seagram
Building, so | secretly diminished 3.1 Building, considering it a copycat.
However, | regretted my ignorance after visiting the remodeled 3.1 Building by
myself, ‘This surely is the building by Kim Joong-up!” Of course, | have never
been informed of the building by Kim Joong-up nor read any writings written
by him, but | could feel his thoughts and troubles after hearing from the
person in charge of the remodeling project, from Junglim Architecture.

The verticality of the fagade detected in the Seagram Building of Mies van
der Rohe is famous for the Western classics' reinterpretation. Its' fagade
curtain wall-bars maintained the thickness and volume. This is clearly shown
from the TD center of Toronto to Chicago federal building and IBM Plaza.
However, the vertical bar of the 3.1 Building by Kim Joong-up has structural
power but is composed of thinness and liveliness, compared to Mies van der
Rohe's. Since it is a width composition rather than a vertical composition,
the glass facade is more emphasized than a distance, From today's sense, it
has more attractive lightness.

[t may have been because there was no system to manage buildings to
a high level at the time, but the details that allowed glass to be replaced
indoors were delicate. The same applies to interpretations of structure.
Of course, technical limitations and capital limitations may have worked.
However, the 31-story skyscraper, which was not attempted in Japan due
to the earthquake, had many meanings.

| took a slow look around the 31 building. | listened to the explanation of
Junglim Architecture, which was in charge of the reconstruction, and 101
Architects, which was in charge of the concept and the interior design
after 50 years. The 3.1 Building in 2021 is undoubtedly a newly constructed
creation by Junglim Architecture and 101 Architects under the background
created by Kim Joong-up, From the perspective of a person walking on
the same path of architecture, it is time to deal with the past that it feels
more challenging than drawing on blank paper. While taking a slow look at
the results of the efforts and reinvention of Junglim Architecture and 101
Architects, it was found everywhere that they showed deep respect and
trust in how they treated the original architect, Kim Joong-up. The boldness
of the past structure exposed to the low-level lobby is seen as a fribute to
time. The unfortunate stylobate also stood out in its new interpretation of
the sunken space and the stylobate, Geometric and minimal details are the
composition and scale of the materials, reminiscent of the traditional Korean
space. Most impressive of all is the building founder, who made a bold
investment leaving the 31 building in 1970. Of course, there may have been
economic benefits, but | applaud the reconstruction of such architectural
heritage, which is almost rare in Korea.

2021, since the number 3.1 is a symbolic number that reminds us of Korea's
Independence Movement on March 1st, 1919, it means a lot.

In 1970 and 2021. 3.1 Building is a masterpiece of Kim Joong-up, Junglim
Architecture, and 101 Architects,
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