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(Abstract)

Using structural equation modeling, this study sought to examine the structural causality between elderly age
norms, social activities, and life satisfaction and to determine the moderating effect of death preparation activities.
The analysis was conducted using data for 6,288 people over 65 years old, plus their spouses and children, taken
from the ‘2017 National Survey of Older Koreans. The study found, first, that the more positive the age norms
to which the older person subscribes, the more their social activities increase. Second, as these social activities
increase, the level of life satisfaction also increases. Third, the more positive the age norms to which the older
person subscribes, the more the level of life satisfaction increases. Fourth, there is a significant positive mediating
effect of social activity in the relationship between the age norms of the older person and life satisfaction, Fifth,
there is a significant moderating effect of death preparation activities in the structural relationship between age
norms, social activities, and life satisfaction that specifically impacts the age norm-life satisfaction relationship.
Based on these results, practical plans to improve elderly people’s life satisfaction are recommended.
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