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The Effects of Children’s Age and Fathers’ Childrearing Involvement on the Social
Morality of Young Children
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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this study was to examine the impact of children’s
age and their fathers’ childrearing involvement on the social morality of young
children.

Methods: The data were gathered from parents who had 3-5 year old children
enrolled in daycare centers and from their daycare teachers. The parents answered
questions about their children’s socio-demographic background and the father’s
childrearing involvement. And the teachers rated children’s social morality. The
data from a total of 245 questionnaires were analyzed by SPSS 25.0.
Results: First, there was a statistically significant difference between young
children’s morality score and convention score. Young children’s morality scores
were higher than their convention scores. Second, children’s age was a significant
influential factor on both their moral and conventional social morality. Third,
father’s care-discipline had the only impact on children’s conventional social
morality. That is, children’s social morality was higher when their fathers gave
them more care and guidance. Forth, an interaction effect between children’s age
and father’s development-support on children’s conventional social morality was
found.

Conclusion/Implications: The results from this study suggest that a differentiated
approach is needed according to the types of childrearing involvement of fathers
in order to improve children’s social morality.

I key words social morality, father’s childrearing involvement, children’s age,
interaction effect
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