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Abstract The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of online psychiatric nursing practicum
including virtual simulation on goal commitment, self-efficacy, critical thinking disposition, and problem
solving ability of nursing students in the COVID-19 situation with difficult clinical practice. The subjects
of this study were collected using an online questionnaire for third-year nursing students located in A
city, and 31 students participated in the final. The results of this study showed that goal commitment and
critical thinking disposition were improved in the post-test compared to the pre-test, but were not
statistically significant. Self-efficacy (t=4.222, p<{.001) and problem solving ability (t=6.807, p<{.001) were
signifincantly improved after than before online practicum. This findings indicate that online psychiatric
nursing practicum including virtual simulation is effective in improving self-efficacy and problem solving
ability. As it is difficult to perform nursing practice directly in the clinical field due to the recent
COVID-19, it is expected that the limitations of online practicum can be overcome by utilizing various
online contents including virtual simulations in online psychiatric nursing practicum.
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Table 1. General characteristics (N=31)
Variables Categories n(%) MeantSD
1.9 0
GPA 2.0-2.9 2(6.3)
(grade point
average) 3.0-39 19(59.4)
4.0 10(31.3)
Moderate 4(12.5)
Satisfaction of High 17(53.1)|  4.19:0.65
nursing major
Very high 10(31.3)
Moderate 3(9.4)
Personal Good 20(62.5)| 4.16:0.58
relationship
Very good 8(25.0)
Very low 1(3.2)
) ) Low 2(6.5)
Satisfaction of Moderate 8(25.8)| 3.68:0.95
nursing practicum
High 15(48.4)
Very high 5(16.1)
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127.84(+£14.03)8 02 <F 10.840] FAEHIUI B4
Aoz fogt A2 Yghth(i=6.807, p<.001).
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Table 2. Differences in main variables before and after online psychiatric nursing practicum including virtual

simulation (N=31)
. ltem mean+SD Mean+SD
Variables t P
Pre Post Pre Post
Goal commitment 3.97+0.59 4.09+0.55 19.84+2.96 20.45+2.76 1.224 231
Self-efficacy 3.95+0.43 4.20+0.47 67.13+7.28 71.42+8.06 4.222 £.001
Critical thinking disposition 3.29+0.35 3.41£0.38 62.52+6.69 64.71£7.29 1.875 071
Problem solving ability 3.46+0.33 3.5740.40 114.0£10.88 124.84+14.03 6.807 £.001
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