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Abstract

The present study examines the overall manufacturing status of local wetsuit makers,
problems in the manufacturing process, and future research tasks. The study revealed that
most manufacturers use neoprene fabric of varying thickness, depending on the body part.
Normally, 3 mm-thick fabric is utilized for high-activity body parts and 5 mm-thick fabric
is used for high-activity areas requiring thermal insulation. In terms of the manufacturing
method, the tools and manufacturing processes used by companies were found to be
similar, However, because of the nature of wetsuits requiring a more complicated
manufacturing method than that of general clothing, there were some differences in the
manufacturing method processes from company to company, such as bonding and ease
treatments. According to wetsuit manufacturers, they make incisions in consideration of the
body’s curvature and the overall shape and design of the wetsuit when developing
patterns. For example, most answered that they preform the wrist and ankle parts, where
the body's curvature is obvious, On the question regarding the “difficult manufacturing
process”, the most frequent response was the “bonding” process. Most manufacturers were
found to focus on designs that can improve mobility and clothing fit, and commonly
experienced low-order quantity as an operational difficulty. As for the question on the
wetsuit—related technology needed in the future, the “development of various designs” was
the most frequent answer, followed by the “development of lightweight and diverse
materials”,
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