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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine possible improvements of operation of sign language
interpreter qualification system through looking into specific perceptions of sign language interpreters
and Deaf sign language interpreters in the field and Deaf people who use interpretation service on
current sign language interpreter qualification system through focus group interview. As a result of the
thematic analysis, three high-level categories were derived for each group, and as a result of
recombining them, ‘change to a qualification system in which sign language interpreting competency
and expertise can be recognized’ and ‘improvement to a qualification system based on Korean Sign
Language and Deaf culture’ been sorted out. Based on the above research results, ‘establishment of
a permanent institution in charge of management and operation of sign language interpreter
qualification tests’, reorganization into a qualification system that reflects the professionalism, level and
experience of sign language interpreters’, ‘all test questions and exam procedures are conducted mainly
in sign language’, ‘a system in which the Deaf take the lead’, and ‘enactment of a code of ethics for
sign language interpreters and Deaf interpreters’ were suggested.
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