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The Influence of Negative Life Events on Delinquency through a Dual-mediation
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the influence of negative life events on delinquency through a
dual-mediation of depression and impulsivity among out-of-school adolescents. For the purpose, using
a sample of adolescents who were out of school at the point of participating in the 1st survey of the
Panel Survey of School Dropouts and Model 6 of the PROCESS macro for SPSS, this study analyzed
the direct influence of negative life events on delinquency as well as the mediation and dual-mediation
effects of depression and impulsivity. The main results are as follows. First, out—-of-school adolescents’
negative life events had a significant positive influence on delinquency. Second, out-of-school
adolescents’ depression did not mediate the influence of negative life events on delinquency. Third,
out-of-school adolescents’ impulsivity mediated the influence of negative life events on delinquency.
Fourth, out-of-school adolescents’ depression and impulsivity dual-mediated the influence of negative
life events on delinquency. Based on these results, this study discussed diverse strategies to prevent
the delinquency of out-of-school adolescents who experienced negative life events.

B keyword : | Out-of-school Adolescents | Negative Life Events | Delinquency | Depression | Impulsivity |
Panel Survey of School Dropouts |
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