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Effect of Interpersonal Differentiation on Affectual Solidarity among
Mother-in—-law and Son-in—law: The Mediating Effect of Marital Satisfaction
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Abstract

This study was conducted with 193 pairs of mother—in-law and son-in-law to examine the mediating
effect of marital satisfaction on the relationship between interpersonal differentiation and affectual
solidarity. Using SPSS and PROCESS macro program, descriptive statistical analysis(frequency, ratio,
mean, and standard deviation) and mediating effect analysis through bootstrapping were performed. The
main research results are as follows. First, in the case of the son-in-law, his own marital satisfaction
completely mediated the relationship between the sub-factors of interpersonal differentiation (fusion
with others, emotional cutting) and affectual solidarity. Second, in the case of mother-in-law, the
perceived daughter's marital satisfaction partially mediated the relationship between the sub-factors of
interpersonal differentiation (connectivity, separability) and affectual solidarity. These findings suggest
the functional importance of the marital system for a healthy relationship between mother-in-law and

son—in—law.

| Interpersonal Differentiation | Marital Satisfaction | Affectual Solidarity | Relationship between
Mother-in-Law and Son-in-Law |
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