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Abstract

A Study on the Direction of Mission Education
Based on Ecumenical Mission

Eun Joo Lee

Adjunct Professor, Hanshin University

Due to COVID-19, the entire world is facing the unprecedented
phenomenon. Amid the threat of the virus, the global community is struggling
for life. In such circumstances, churches in Korea have been criticised as
selfish groups threatening the community by spreading the virus. With such
criticism, they are disregarded by Korean society because their immorality and
exclusive attitude towards other religions and cultures were also mentioned in
public. There are many reasons for Korean churches to lose trust from
people. One of the reasons for that is the quantitative growth of church and
expansion of the power of church, which is a direction that has been
practised so far as a missionary goal. The zeal for spreading gospel has
undermined the trust of church and become a deteriorating factor for
mission, which is irony. In such problematic situations, the change of
paradigm is required for new mission. The passion for evangelisation should
not only focus on the quantitative growth of church; it should change its
direction for serving the world in lieu with the plan of God for the activity
of redemption on this land. A hint of such mission can be found in
ecumenical mission. Ecumenical mission is a new paradigm which was
discussed in ecumenical movement led mainly by WCC, and its aim is to
participate in activities of redemption of God for life in this world. Christian
education has been a tool for the expansion of Christian power in the

context of traditional mission. Reflecting on the role of Christian education as
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such, the change of direction as practical movement for the kingdom of God
was tried in ecumenical movement: the beginning of the discussion of
Christian education based on ecumenical mission. Due to exclusivity,
aggressive mission, and the excessive attention to the system of ecclesiastical
authority rather than life, Korean churches, which have lost trust in this
society, should recover themselves as the model of the kingdom of God, and
the establishment of mission education based on ecumenical mission is
required for them to become a community towards life. Furthermore, this is
an urgent task for Korean churches to implement such mission education in a

church community.
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