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Abstract

A Qualitative Study on the Reasons Why Christian
Young Adults Want to Leave the Church

Seung Beom Shin
Associate Professor, Seoul Theological University
Jong Min Lee

Assistant Professor, Chongshin University

The purpose of this study is to explore the inner perceptions and dilemmas
of young people about the church. To achieve the purpose of the study, this
study sampled the research subjects, and conducted in-depth interviews and
FGI. The sample in this study was 21 young adults who met the study
criteria. Some of these people are not currently attending church or have
thought of moving to another church. In this study, research was conducted
based on the analysis procedure of Riessman (1993). Focusing on the
procedures of ‘telling, ‘recording, and ‘analyzing, the experience and life
situation of the study participants are to be grasped. Through this process, we
analyzed the situation and context of why young people leave the church. It
consisted of 5 areas and 15 sub-themes. Based on the research results, it was
found that young adults need a church and are looking for a church. The
church is a mystical space, but from an pedagogical point of view, the church
is a space for teaching and learning faith. As experts in theology and
education, the minister must create a space so that the church can become a
space of transcendence, a space of intimacy, a space of understanding, a space

of change, a space of service, and a space of reflection.
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