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Abstract

A Narrative Study on the Adaptation
of Christian North Korean Adolescents to
Korean Society

Eunhee Kim
Counselor, Korea Ministry National of Defense
Changho Lim

Visiting Professor, Kosin University

The purpose of this study is to clarify the contribution of Christian faith
in the process of establishing self-identity and stably settling in the process
of North Korean youth settling in Korean society. The research method used
narrative. Participants in the study were nine late youth who belonged to the
church, aged 17 to 24 years old, who had been in Korea for more than one
year. Through this study, themes were derived from four categories. First, a
retrospective narrative of the North Korean defection motive was dealt with.
Second, it deals with the psychological adaptation process and unsolved tasks.
Third, I dealt with the thoughts of the family, the discourse and vision for
unification, which they dream of in Korean society as Christian believers.
Fourth, it is about the Christian faith, and it is said that the Christian faith
gives North Korean refugee youth the power to reflect on their lives, and to
see the essence of life through the values of interest in others, history,
society, and the kingdom of God. These results are based on the encounters
with church and alternative school leaders and various curriculums that North
Korean refugee youth experience and talk about. In the sense that it seeks
and suggests a new direction in the era of preparation for unification, this

article can be said to be of great value for Christian education.
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