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The film “The World of Us (2016)” shows the acquisition and loss of friendship that occur in the process of interpersonal shifts in latency
school girls. Connection to the peer group helps compensate for the latency child’s loss of parent-child intimacy and the ensuing feelings
of loneliness. The protagonists realize that the relationship is not for retaliation or for victory, but for playing together. However the reality
that lies in front of them will not be so easy. Watching this film reminds one of childhood.
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The film “The World of Us (2016)” shows the acquisition
and loss of friendship that occur in the process of interper-
sonal shifts in latency school girls (Fig. 1). This film won
awards at the 37th Blue Dragon Awards, the 36th Korean
Association of Film Critics Awards, and the 25th Buil Film
Awards in 2016, and at the 53rd Baeksang Arts Awards and
the 4th Wild Flower Film Awards in 2017. In addition, it was
officially invited to the 66th Berlin International Film Festi-
val, and won the grand prize at the 56th Zlin International
Children and Youth Film Festival.

The director Ga-eun Yoon has also received attention for
her short films “Guest (2011)” and “Sprout (2013),” and was
invited to the 64th Berlin International Film Festival. She
has carefully depicted the experiences of women during the
family dissolution and loss, from “Guests” to her latest work,
“The House of Us (2019).”

“The World of Us” features 10-years-old Sun (Soo-in Choi)
who is an outcast at school despite her efforts to make friends
and is bullied by Bora (Seo-yeon Lee). On the day of the va-
cation ceremony she meets Jia (Hye-in Seol) who has moved
to her grandmother’s house, and they soon form a close bond
and share secrets. When Jia later attempts to get into Bora’s
group at school and starts to distance herself from Sun. Sun
and Jia end up hurting each other.
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A positive relationship with parents and the past history of
strong ties between parents and children becomes an au-
tonomous function and a tool for social expansion in laten-
cy children [1]. The second separation-individualization is a
rework of the psychological structure in which a new object
of love is found and experienced as an autonomous subject
[2]. As latency children become more self-determined and
self- responsible, they begin to feel emptiness and loneliness.
Gradual de-idealization of parents begins in latency and ac-
celerates rapidly to preadolescence [3]. Connection to the peer
group helps compensate for the latency child’s loss of parent-
child intimacy and the ensuing feelings of loneliness [1]. The
latency child begins to adapt to the needs, expectations, and
reactions of his or her peers, which are very different from
those of parents and siblings [4].

As the latency child’s dependency on the parents decreas-
es, membership in same-sex friendships and groups provides
a powerful compensatory sense of community and connec-
tion [5]. Play becomes gender-segregated [6]. Girls tend to
form factions and can be mean-spirited toward “outsiders”
[1,7] “Best friend” relationships are eagerly pursued [1]. Peer
cliques are common and provide an important source of group
socialization, deeply influencing the preadolescent’s behav-
ior, style, and attitudes [7,8].

Boys tend to be action-oriented, and often engage in be-
havior involving danger and overt conflict. Girls tend toward
greater personal intimacy but may employ relational aggres-
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Fig. 1. Poster of the film “The World of Us.”

sion [9], which appears in the form of teasing, excluding, and
indirect manipulative aggression. In preadolescents, peer
victimization mediates links between negative self-percep-
tions and increased internalizing problems [4,7,10].

Several scenes in the film involve a dodgeball. In dodgeball,
one is surrounded by opponents on all sides. There is no place
to hide, and one must defend against attacks from all sides.
In addition, the child who the ball has hit can attack the op-
ponent. Dodgeball is a game in which victims fight each oth-
er. In some ways, Sun and Jia are in a position to defend against
attacks from peers. Both Sun and Jia are outcasts and attack
each other.

Sun is being bullied for unknown reasons. The Bora clique
bullies her by saying that she is poor or smells bad. Sun is
small and plays in the playground or in the water, remind-
ing us of how preschooler play. Sun kindly invites Jia home,
and she cooks kimchi fried rice for them to eat together. She
shares balsam with Jia to color fingernails with balsam, rath-
er than with manicure. She seems to take care of Jia, like a
mother. Sun is close to her mother, and she always takes care
of her younger brother Yoon (Min-joon Kang). Her peers
move on to preadolescence, but she remains the same.

Jia was bullied at school before she was transferred be-
cause her parents divorced in her first grade of elementary
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school. She lies that her mother is living in the United King-
dom and tries to hide her mother’s absence. Adventurous and
grandiose fantasies, including the family romance, serve to
compensate for the loss of ideal parents and fears of inade-
quacy as the child experiences the difficulties of latency [1].

Jia engages in indirect sadistic behavior, such as spreading
rumors that Sun’s financial circumstances are poor, and Sun’s
father is an alcoholic. Her relationship with her own parents
is unstably internalized, and this interferes with her ability
to understand and sympathize with others [11]. Jia does not
have available parents who can help her to deal with difficult
emotions [12]. Her behavior shows how sadness can lead to
anger and sadistic behavior.

Why does the friendship between Sun and Jia deteriorate?
One possible reason may be Jia’s jealousy over the loving re-
lationship between Sun’s mother and Sun. The relationship
between the two girls becomes complicated, when other char-
acters (Sun’s mother and Bora) come into the picture. Bora’s
group invites Jia into their circle. For this group relationships
and affiliations are fiercely connected to survival. For those
who want to make new friends, old friendships can be easily
discarded. The hearts of the audience watching this process
of betrayal also fall into sorrow. Jia removes herself from Sun’s
influences, which had possibly functioned as a regression to
her relationship with her parents, and turns to other peers for
friendship and a sense of belonging. This could be viewed as
a child’s struggle against regression.

Adults are not featured heavily in the film. Sun’s mother
leaves her children at work, but she has intense moral good-
ness and is a warm mother who protects her children. Sun’s
father is in conflict with his father, who is a poor worker. He
abuses alcohol, but is not indifferent to parenting and remem-
bers his daughter’s friend’s name. The teacher is not discrimi-
nated against because of academic or family circumstances,
and is willing to intervene sensibly. However, only after Sun
steals money from her mother and Sun gets into a physical
fight with Jia, adults focused on Sun and Jia.

Bora is a powerful figure. She makes the rules and is given
authority by her friends. She uses gossip to socially exclude
Sun and Jia. Those who do not agree with her methods face
the threat of isolation and loneliness. Thus, latency children
are willing to join in to survive in their peer group. For this
purpose, they conform, exclude others, and share and pro-
duce gossip. They are willing to use cruelty for recognition
and power.

What could be the solution for a child experiencing peer
loss? In the film, Yoon’s word ‘When do we play? I just want
to play.’ eventually causes Sun to change her view of her re-
lationship with Jia and to gain better understanding of con-
tlict and ambivalence. If Sun hurts and harasses each other,



she will lose a friend whom she trusts and depends on. Sun
approaches Jia first to mend their relationship. They both
come to realize that their relationship is not for retaliation or
for victory, but for playing together, but the reality that lies in
front of them will not be so easy. The Korean title of the film
is ‘Woorideul’, it means “us”. The “us” is embracing, but could
also be hostile or exclusive when it means “you” or “outsider”
versus “us” and “insider.”

Watching “The World of Us” reminds the audience of child-
hood. We had to join a new group every new semester, and
had to guard our reputations. This film forces us to recall
heartbreaking memories, and these forgotten experience can
also help latency children understand and empathize with
inevitable miseries.
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