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Teachers play a key role in designing a students’ learning experience. Teachers are asked to interpret
the context in which they are located and to adjust their practice to fit circumstantial needs based on
their teacher agency. In this study, we explore the emergence of teacher agency in distance learning
caused by COVID-19 and we analyze factors shaping the teacher agency. For this purpose, we interviewed
six secondary science teachers who practiced distance learning in 2020. Semi-constructed interviews and
their artifacts were collected and analyzed. This study shows that teacher agency is captured when they
respond to circumstantial change and modify their practice to achieve their professional purpose or adjust
their practice in space for maneuvering or keep their practice consistent. This study also analyzes the
factors that affect the emergence of teacher agency in two dimensions. One is individual and the other

is contextual. In the individual dimension, educational values shaped by his/her experiences and
short/long-term goals for the future support the emergence of teacher agency. In the contextual dimension,
there are collaborative and flexible culture shared by the community, co-operation within the teacher
community, and material support. On the other hand, in the individual dimension, the teachers’ sense
of their role, and no reflection for own practice constrain the emergence of teacher agency, and in the
contextual dimension, performativity discourse and strong requirement without guidance constrain the
emergence of teacher agency. We suggest an effective lens for establishing a strategy that support teachers’
professional practice and the emergence of teacher agency.
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Table 1. Research participants
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Table 2. Examples of interview questions
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