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m Abstract

The Concept on Grievance-resolution in the Thought
of Jeungsan, Kang Il-sun

Kim Tak
Ph.D., The Academy of Korean Studies

Grievance—resolution pursues reconciliation, mutual beneficence,
and consolidation. Accordingly, the concept of grievance—resolution
1s a norm, a principle, as well as an ideology that aims to realize
an ideal society and satisfy human desires. Such ideological
thought transcended into religious doctrine and was systemized by
Jeungsan, Kang Il—sun. He focused on grudges that represented
the intrinsic sentiment of Korea and apprehended that grudges are
the grounds and reason for the devastation of the world.
Furthermore, Jeungsan was a figure who reinterpreted the concept
of grievance—resolution via a religious perspective through an
in—depth study which transformed into a doctrinal system.

He practiced the Reordering Works of grievance—resolution
on a universal dimension to religiously redeem all things.
Jeungsan completely resolved all the grudges and grievances
that filled up the Three Realms (Heaven, Earth, and Humanity)
through the concept of grievance—resolution and emphasized
that he would establish an ideal society on earth to complete
the redemption of human beings. Jeungsan apprehended that the
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essential characteristics of grudges and grievances were the
fundamental reason for the destruction of the world. In this
regard, he insisted that the redemption of the world should be
achieved through the grievance—resolution.

Grievance—resolution is an essential aspect and principle of
Jeungsan’s system of thought. In addition, it is a concrete approach
to establish the earthly paradise of the Later World. Jeungsan
implemented a method to redeem humankind by systemizing the
intrinsic sentiments common in Korea— namely, the concept of
grievance—resolution — and he suggested it as a religious practice
which was the principle behind the Reordering Works of Heaven
and Earth.

Jeungsan defined that his own era was a time of grievance—
resolution. In addition, he insisted that grievances and grudges had
existed from the beginning of humankind. Jeungsan also said that
there were grievances and grudges in heavenly planes, human
planes, and underworldly planes. It was thereby necessary to do
beneficial deeds for others and reciprocate beneficence in order to
resolve grievances. He emphasized that a process wherein all
human desires could be satisfied was essential. Furthermore,
Jeungsan stressed that this present time should focus on the
process of grievance—resolution on a practical level.

Keywords: grievance-resolution, Jeungsan, Kang Il-sun, the grievance-
resolution of the Three Realms, the Reordering Works of
Heaven and Earth, a method to redeem the world
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