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m Abstract

Cantonggi and Its Relation to the System of Taegeuk
(Taeil), Yin-yang, and the Five Movements

Lee Bong-ho
Professor, College of Liberal Arts, Kyonggi University

Until recently, academic consensus held that Zhou Dunyi's
Tafjitu (Taiji Diagram) originated from Cantonggi. However, a new
debate has arisen wherein some scholars question that theory and
related theories. They criticize these previous theories because
the books and charts used as evidence in those theories were
published after the lifetime of Zhou Dunyi, and this disqualifies
their influence on his thought. However, identifying certain authors
as being of a slightly later period than Zhou Dunyi does not
definitively answer whether or not Zhou Dunyi's diagram was
based on Cantongqi.

I approached this problem from a different perspective. Zhou
Dunyi’s 7aijitu is based on the system of taiji (Taiyi), yin—yang,
and the five movements. Consequently, the formation of this
system should be traced back historically. In the process of
tracing it back, I intended to explain that the main character of
Cantongqi is closely related to the formation of the system of taiji

(Talyi), yin—yang, and the five movements.



FEEAL 2t B (ElY)-S-28 XA / ol=S5| 295

The system of taiji (Taiyi), yin—yang, and the five movements
was first established as a religious theological system in the Han
Dynasty. In this process, yin—yang and the five movements were
combined by Dong Zhongshu, and the five movements were
introduced by Han Dynasty scholars as a method of interpreting
the 7/—ching. However, Han Dynasty scholars did not form this
system. In the late Han Dynasty, Cantonggi adopted the
theological system of yin—yang and the five movements to
theoretically form the system of taiji (Taiyi), yin—yang, and the
five movements. Cantongqi was able to form this system because
of the logic that yin—yang is the essence of the /—ching

Cantongqi does not have the same schematic as 7Zaritu
However, the system of taiji (Taiyi), yin—yang, and the five
movements appears and extracts the components that make up
Taritu. Therefore, 1 do not think we should hastily agree with the

recent claims made by scholars.

Keywords: Taijjitu, Cantonggi, God-making exercise, the deity Taeil, ‘the
system of taiji (Taiyi), yin-yang, and the five movements,’
yin(#Eh)-yang(#E is the essence of the I-ching
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