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m Abstract

The Concept of Beauty and Aesthetic Characteristics
in Daesoon Thought

Lee Jee-young:, Lee Gyung-won:*

In this study, values of truth and good are expressed in the
form of beauty, and truth and good are analyzed from an aesthetic
point of view. This enables an assessment of how truth is
expressed and presented as an "aesthetic" in Daesoon Thought.
Therefore, an approach to faith in Daesoon Jinrihoe (FAKEIEEr)
can be presented via traditional aesthetics or theological aesthetics
that reflect on sense experience, feelings, and beauty.

The concept of beauty in Daesoon Thought which focuses on
The Canonical Scripture appears in keywords used in Daesoon
Thought such as divine nature (7#4), the pattern of Dao (GEIR),
the singularly—focused mind (—1{»), and relationships (E§tR).
Therein, one can find sublimation, symmetry, moderation, and
harmony. The aesthetic features of Daesoon Thought, when
considered as an aesthetic system can formulate thinking regarding
the aesthetics of 'Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth’ (Kb
#), the aesthetics of Mutual Beneficence (§#4), and the aesthetics

* Researcher, The Institute for the Study of Korean Philosophy and Culture.
s« Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University.
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of healing. The Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth contain a
record of the Supreme God visiting the world as a human being.
The realization that the human figure, Kang Jeungsan (1871—1909),
is the Supreme God, Sangje ( 7), is the shocking aesthetic motif
and theological starting point of the Reordering Works of Heaven
and FEarth. Mutual Beneficence can be seen aesthetically as
indicating the sociality of mutual relations, and there is an aesthetic
structure of Mutual Beneficence in the harmony and unification of
those relations. Healing can be saild to contain the sacred
sublimation of Sangje, and moderation is a form of beauty that
makes humans move toward Quieting the mind and Quieting the
body (Zzi»-Z2%), the Dharma of Presiding over Cures (Z&%), and
the ultimate value of healing, which i1s the end point of the
Cultivation ({&i&) wherein one realizes that the ideals of humankind
and the aesthetics of healing bestow the spiritual pleasures of a
beautiful and valuable life. The aesthetic characteristics of Daesoon
Thought demonstrate an aesthetic attitude that leads to healing
through Sangje’s Holy Works and the practice of Mutual Beneficence
(#84=) which were performed when He stayed with us to vastly
save all beings throughout the Three Realms that teetered on the
brink of extinction.

It is not uncommon to see a beautiful woman and remark she is
like a goddess (Zj#) or female immortal (fliZ). Likewise,
beautiful music is often praised as "the sound of heaven." That
which fills us with joy is spoken of as "divine beings (j#BR)" of
God. God is a symbol of beauty, and the world of God can be
said to be the archetype of beauty. Experience of beauty guides

our souls to God. The aesthetic experience of Daesoon Thought is
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a religious experience that culminates in emotional, intellectual,
and spiritual joy, and it is an aesthetic experience that recognizes

transcendent beauty.

Keywords: Aesthetics, divine nature, Dao, the singularly-focused mind,
relationship, the Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth,
Mutual Beneficence, healing
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