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Factors affecting stigma communication towards people living with HIV/AIDS

Kim, Hye-Won" - Yang, Hyejin?

1) Assistant Professor, Seoul Women's College of Nursing
2) Assistant Professor, College of Nursing Science, Konyang University

Purpose: This study aims to identify factors influencing the stigma communication concerning HIV (Human Immunodeficiency
Virus)/AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) patients between health and medical college students. Methods: In this
descriptive study, the participants were 158 college students from a certain university. Data were collected from September 18
to September 30, 2018. Self-reported questionnaires were used to measure AIDS-related knowledge, homosexual awareness, fear
of HIV/AIDS patients and stigma communication. The collected data were analyzed with descriptive statistics, an independent
t-test, one way analysis of variance, Pearson’s correlation and a stepwise multiple regression analysis using the SPSS 23.0
program. Results: The factors influencing the stigma communication between health and medical college students were a fear
of HIV/AIDS patients (8=.47, p<.001) and homosexual awareness (8=-.15, p=.040), which together explained 28.0% of the
variance in the model. Conclusion: The study findings suggest that an education program for health and medical college students
should be developed. Additionally, when designing the education program, it is recommended that the contents for inducing
attitude changes should include affective areas as well as knowledge-oriented contents. The study suggests that it is necessary
to provide a systematic education program to decrease the stigma for HIV/AIDS patients before health care providers enter
clinical practice.
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(94.9%) 2.2 UEeFGTtHTable 1) o] 2gste] =o xALFES KOl Hl, ‘ofo] = Ztadola} 7]
A5 she Aner® HIVY] AHE & sltbehke £elre
Table 1. General and AIDS related Information Characteristics of Subjects (N=158)
Variables Categories n (%)/Mean+SD
Gender Men 57 (36.1)
Women 101 (63.9)
Age (year) 21.48+2.72
Major Medicine 66 (41.8)
Nursing 88 (55.7)
Others (ER, PT) 4 (25
Grade Ist grade 52 (32.9)
2nd grade 36 (22.8)
3rd grade 23 (14.6)
4th grade 33 (20.9)
Sth grade or above 14 (8.8)
Religion No religion 94 (59.5)
Buddihism 7 (44
Protestant 50 (31.7)
Catholic 7 (44
Experiences in taking courses including AIDS-related Yes 118 (74.7)
content No 29 (18.3)
Unknown 11 (7.0)
Experiences in other sexually transmitted disease prevention Yes 96 (60.8)
education including AIDS in schools or communities No 44 (27.8)
Unknown 18 (11.4)
Experiences in direct contact with PLWHA (n=157) Yes 13 (8.3)
No 144 (91.7)
Experiences in indirect contact with PLWHA (n=157) Yes 3 (1.9
No 154 (98.1)
Experiences in AIDS information in the media and on the Yes 150 (94.9)
internet No 8 (5.1
AIDS=acquired immune deficiency syndrome; ER=emergency rescue; PT=physical therapy; PLWHA=people living with HIV/AIDS;
https://doi.org/10.5977/jkasne.2021.27.2.163 167
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Table 2. Mean Scores for AIDS related Knowledge, Homosexual Awareness, Fear for PLWHA, and Stigma Communication

(N=158)

Categories
(No. of items)

ltems Mean+SD

Even kissing PLWHA can lead to HIV infection

General AIDS
related
knowledge

&)

Even sharing a toilet with PLWHA can lead to HIV
Even shaking hands with PLWHA can lead to HIV infection
Even hugging PLWHA can lead to HIV

4.92+0.95

A child born to an HIV-positive mother can also be infected with HIV

AIDS related
knowledge

Even people who look healthy can be infected with AIDS

(10) Using condoms every time you have sex can reduce the risk of HIV infection

UNAIDS
5) risk of HIV infection

Having sex with one fixed partner who is not infected with HIV can reduce the

4.91+0.92

Even dining with PLWHA can lead to HIV infection
Even mosquito bites can lead to HIV infection

Total

We have to admit homosexual sex

9.83+1.49

I can welcome homosexuals as friends

Homosexual awareness

Homosexuality is a natural expression of sex

5) Homosexuals’ sexual rights should be respected

Homosexuality should be socially recognized

Total
I'm afraid to hug PLWHA

17.294£5.20

I'm afraid to shake hands with PLWHA

I'm afraid to dine with PLWHA

I'm afraid to share a same glass of water with PLWHA
I'm afraid to sit next to PLWHA

I'm afraid to take care of PLWHA

Fear for PLWHA
(6)

Total

16.91+£6.42
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Table 2. Mean Scores for AIDS related Knowledge, Homosexual Awareness, Fear for PLWHA, and Stigma Communication

(Continued) (N=158)
(N?tg??{f;s) ltems Mean*SD
PLWHA differ from ordinary people in appearance and behavior
?;[;i rk PLWHA can be known at a glance from their appearance and behavior 5.09+1.77
PLWHA have signs and symptoms of reluctance
Responsibility Having AIDS is the fault of the person with it 4164172
2) PLWHA should feel guilty about it
PLWHA are dangerous because they spread HIV
(Sl(;) Peril PLWHA do harm to others.
4) PLWHA should not live with ordinary people 97743 .40
PLWHA should be quarantined and treated
) PLWHA are sexually promiscuous.
(C;r)oup labeling PLWHA are unable to go back to their normal life 7.94+2.33
PLWHA are hard to make a complete recovery
Total 26.96+6.97

AIDS=acquired immune deficiency syndrome; PLWHA=people living with HIV/AIDS; SC=stigma communication; UNAIDS=joint united nations

programme on HIV and AIDS.
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o= §olg AWYL Bl Skl et A HIV Z)
q ofo]= ghxtol] tigt FEgS dEHSE At vF I
BAE ARG Sie dulase Adsig, s F 2
& Fr(reference group)o2 AARSIc) o S|HEAS
A 7187V AES 23, kY] 53-/4d2 Durbin-Watsono]
2012 20] 7P7k9] Rp7)3/do] Qe ASR Uelch SHHSe

7t 3N BrloAE ZRsH (tolerance limit)= 0.892 0.1
ojAo|lom, EAYIQIXHVariance Inflation Factor, VIF)=
L1302 10 ngto 2 tiEaild de glgich o 3HAEA
A, sFlzde EAeR fofil UehtesiF=317s,
p<.001), 91 OJAaZo] FaFol mixlE 891 HIV Z44el 2 9
ol BHxjo] thet SEHS(B=47, =655, p<001)z} E4ofo] that
AA(B=-15, t=-2.07, p=040)2.2 YEiT) & 29| gl
28%ATHTable 5).

= 9

—_
£ ATE HIV 292 2 ofol= Bxje] Yol oiag Hs
2 =I5}, ool U x4, FAolel thet Q4] HIV Ze)
3 ofol= Fxjo] et Fele, Ul ONAE 2o VAL 3t
ofstel ol ojlage Jacle RAFORM HIV 7@
2 ofolx Fxje] Tt ol SAaFel JFS nlRle 8L
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golshat AEsgieh B A7 £ AnE wPoR thed AR Pak H[19] ATFIME BHof Bt 2756037502
2ol wolshaxt gk U # el BAel Mol Be sEgel o
WP E4el W2 ofolx w KAoHE A 2 S 1729&5.20799_; Hested, 1 *dﬁg‘i&?ﬂw g 5ol

, o Sk 914) % o ez WaE Aoz Az, ol 3
et ool = A4 15 A PPAE W A4 QA WKL VL 4 e Y18} FuEn
o ZAE AS 9soizz7mi e, Aln B17] 47 o] dFohel Sl 1 dgel S3u0l tet 9L
oNE sy tigow ofolzo] Bak Abdel A 14 WS Ao $Eurh Ee A SHo] mE SAo] A
ol osl 11041548 Uehieh & Agolis aut 39 o A Sae] et mtolrh gl Ao Uk ol el
How ofol= X4 5EFT UNAIDSOIM HIV 7ol B5t 8 2awr} 7|5aold S4olol sk tha 3859l Beg et
AL AR I DA K3 B SEPR T v VIS UYL Bkt e HlEREL] Fl
H ofolx B KA F 102l thel 9834149802 Uit xrke gdisoz uBA HR(EAC, S ERAD)
1 AAARS AT BIE Uebch 7S Mo AL ol ot Qi diol BeHole, Sngetz AEgte o ¥
88 olol= B XY SYETO) 74 W Uge] golstel & W-RFTINNL S0 HEA oz Uehgrhs 49
AHQ vl olelei), HAYRAY tEse] A% sl pamet Axlshe oz Uehgrh2ol
2eA4E ojol= B 8L ZAW FF AHBL 4742 7] HIV 70) 9 ool Sbxtell st Felge 303 wilo]
87k Zojx|m, AWATIE AT Age] ek xAERe Aol 16914642808 Urhgon, 71E AgATolHE o3t} thet
e 4 gle Aoz Az R tgoRE HIV 99l 2 ool Sxjo] tie Sele =

SAolol] that IlelA: outeiehy tgoR FAol BlEel S 2 A7k giglon), 2arhely TR ool i 7t
BY 02FL FRF Kim [18] AROHE 23501540802 Bolwe] GFS mx: AT ofolx 71Ee] that E=
Uehgon, zisTjshy oz B0l Hmol Be 7EYE B 74 oo PENES Bel S 92% Tl Feee

Table 4. Correlations among AIDS related Knowledge, Homosexual Awareness, Fear for PLWHA and Stigma Communication

(N=158)
. AIDS related Homosexual Fear for PLWHA Stigma _
Variables knowledge awareness communication
r (o r (o r (o r (o
AIDS related knowledge 1
Homosexual awareness -0l (.915) 1
Fear for PLWHA -.27 (<.001) -.34 (<.001) 1
Stigma communication -15  (.061) =31 (<.001) .52 (<.001) 1
AIDS=acquired immune deficiency syndrome; PLWHA=people living with HIV/AIDS.
Table 5. Factors Influencing Stigma Communication (N=158)
Collinearity
Model Categories B SE B t p Tolerance VIF
limit
Model 1 Constant 17.42 1.34 13.00 <.001
Fear for PLWHA 0.56 0.07 52 7.61 <.001 1.000 1.000
R’=27, Adj R*=26, F=57.97, p<.001
Model 2 Constant 21.78 2.49 8.76 <.001
Fear for PLWHA 0.51 0.08 A7 6.55 <.001 .887 1.127
Homosexual awareness -0.20 0.09 -.15 -2.07 .040 .887 1.127

R’=29, Adj R*=28, F=31.74, p<.001, Durbin-Watson=1.998
PLWHA=people living with HIV/AIDS; SE=standardized error; VIF=variance inflation factor
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