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Abstract : This study was conducted to examine the relationships between nursing students’
knowledge on dementia, care performance, and empathy, thus providing the foundation of dementia
patient nursing intervention strategies for nursing students. For the analysis to examine the
relationships, this study used descriptive statistics, t—test, ANOVA, Scheffé test, and Pearson’s
correlation coefficient. The analysis showed that the higher students’ year of study and the higher their
interest in dementia (F=5.02, p=.008), the higher their knowledge on dementia (t=-4.03, p<.001), and
also that the higher their satisfaction with clinical training (F=3.91, p=.023), the higher their care
performance. It was found that nursing students’ knowledge on dementia and their care performance
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(r=.21, p=.023) were positively correlated at a statistically significant level. Based on the results, this
study suggests the need to develop and utilize education programs that can help students gain
knowledge on dementia prior to clinical training so that they can have more knowledge on dementia
and be encouraged to practice caring for patients with dementia.
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Table 1. General and Dementia related Characteristics of the Subjects (N=114)
Characteristics Categories n(%) Mean+SD
Male 13(11.4)
Sex
Female 101(88.6)
23 65(57.0)
Age
=23 49(43.0) 24.11£5.85
3rd 55(48.2)
Grade
4th 59(51.8)
Satisfied 51(44.7)
Satisfaction to Clinical Practice Moderate 59(51.8)
Dissatisfied 4(3.5)
Nursing Experience for People with Dementia Yes 68(59.6)
during Clinical Practice No 46(40.4)
Yes 103(90.4)
Educational Experience of Dementia
No 11(9.6)
Yes 57(50.0)
Dementia related Clinical Practice Experience
No 57(50.0)
High 44(38.6)
Interest in the Dementia Moderate 67(58.8)
Low 3(2.6)
Living Experiences with the Cognitive impaired Y€ 16(14.0)
Patient No 98(86.0)
Table 2. Level of dementia Knowledge, Care Performance and Empathy (N=114)
Variables Mean+SD
Dementia Knowledge 15.96+2.46
Knowledge of Dementia Disease 7.54+1.66
Knowledge of Dementia Cure 2.631+0.59
Knowledge of Dementia Care 5.80+1.16
Care Performance 4.18+0.37
Empathy 3.46+0.33
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Table 4. Correlation among Dementia Knowledge, Care Performance and Empathy
(N=114)
) Dementia Knowledge Care Performance Empathy
Variables
r(p)
Dementia Knowledge 1
Care Performance .21(.022) 1
Empathy .06(.511) .12(.206) 1
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