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A Review on the Status of Pinnipeds in Korea
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There are six species of pinnipeds in Korean waters. Because of the lack of research on pinnipeds, it has been difficult
to obtain ecological information on each species. All six species have been designated as endangered species, marine
protected species, or national monuments by the government, depending on historical records. In this study, the cur-
rent status of pinnipeds in Korea was investigated through reviewing the literature, and sighting and bycatch records,
with the intention of providing new information for the review of the six species. Spotted seals and northern fur seals
are well known inhabitants of Korea. The southern part of the East Sea is thought to be the margin of the distribution
of Steller sea lions. Sightings of ribbon seals and ringed seals were not confirmed in Korean waters. Sea lions have not
been seen since their last sighting on Dokdo in 1951 and are thought to have become extinct after that. It is necessary
to delist undistributed or extinct species in Korea from the marine protected species list.
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7| kA o' A3 EE5 (phylum Chordata) 3£
Z¥(class Mammalia) 4]<-=-(order Carnivora) 7] Z-o}H=(subor-
der Pinnipedia)o] &3l= 552 Y200 HithAR I family
Otariidae), ¥}c}=7] 2] K (family Odobenidae) ¥ &=H 7K (fam-
ily Phocidae)S 3kttt of ] et vlchabel 7e] B e
A=W 2% A Qs A HAlA O 35F-0] AAgtHCom-
mittee on Taxonomy, 2021). Th2 SUF2EF-7FQ] AFe= 5
tje)} sskstol ehAla) Al 3 & o] e A o] Al
0] T2 2| 2ju]71A] wrerelol HAYS Bo ARk A Alake
HHH, 7] 7= sl oll & Akl ot Al=au] e 9|
Yl o2& Al&fskaL &2 4 o] i
oju} 4] 5-& flell A= St AT MR e AS
T Qi qIxto] k] of 2 FRle At f1 flolA 2
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ol AAJBIE 71205 4%0] 2718 vt Qont ThAlol @
A} glo] ERzAEe 2 A3 A4 HL Thetel o] 3
7L Ao n s 9 714 Fela A d 4 027} .
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CRAR, BhThan e ARAY), B, R ko] Yol (Kol ),
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237} SRy 4 R7] oo,

o3t Wk So M oL 19824 MBI R 5 o
we} Hurol B HAZIHE 233152 A Gste] 150 7|
52 ulesl A ICHA, 2020), B4 19984 A1l n
A ol et -gte] B@eks o 7 2E 7|7k 658
WE9)7] P AR L BSOS AER A Halo] /2R
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A 0 2 R TheRA o] tigt F840] hEEl) A9 ¢
2ubehe 20054 Fop B4l 2 1 53 o] AlRE|RA A2l
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%9 A4 223w g thgo] AASEI 0|5 1)
%= gutol B4l that 4414 U ¢1(Won and Yoo,
2004), 58] £3] 7]2k= A 2AHME, 2007) 5-2 AA|5}]
712k e tel e A7k AR glch

Sab4ARR Bt 20064 TP e AlS) A Ul ghelof Tt
BB At AES SIFMAY BEslol & 77t
o BEUSPAE 4652 A A AR,
3} bR o] EEsHe A0 Leld 714 65]
Egwo] pel7]vhe Shustgict. olo] ue Stje] Aalske
Ao deldl JdsE AAVIYE, BEIIE, Ausa
2 502 247k g H o] glom FupolEue o A e =
5 S,

JEU A 7 2e) B A S Heke R Ao
Yat u} 25 A 1] BE guo) ofee Alske Aug
o 2|45 Zrlo] 9le}. o] APoAE BazAlel AEAL
2 Fol T 71250 B4 ) A4 WL shotsle] 214
% 9 L AAES 93§ RS ATHA wiet,

Iz H U

2

S 712 RS 54 9 2] BE W3S dols
7] glal el -9} Bee IS Y A4 712 2
A3+ sotal7] 93] 200145 E 202087H4] S 3ol 4
B3 A2 R TEE0] BHLEIAY S
Sahstele) 27 AlmEAY QRS E3 VIAekE |45

Google, Mountain View, CA, U.S.A)E AR&3lo] £33 $14]
£ F7gstalcth

2000958 20201 SE7HA] =Abbeled arel A HAlE
7F =l 2 e e = 3Rt 1200 2]9] At FA
ZAK(sighting survey)oll A LAE 712H A1 E3F o] ¢lLo]
&3t

2 o

HFCFARK

He)Ho @ ko] o W obdin) shelol Exmahis uich
AR = 947 St F(Zalophus californianus)©] A2 37)
9] o}&(Z. c. californianus, Z. c. japonicus, Z. ¢. wollebaeki)
o8 FRETA AR O 2T FASH AAE B E 5
9 2 1 i th(Sakahira and Niimi, 2007; Wolf et al., 2007).
Az olE SR Fop|g|7h AR dcte] AAlel= 7
2| 22U HITHARRNZ. californianus), Zefatilzs Ako] Al 4]

= Zreful A AHCHARRK(Z. wollebaeki), 18] 11 735 7ol o
2 7l i A} Bl Saoh AR Ao A vt
AFANZ. japonicus)7} RATk.

HFTRARRLO g A7) A H 0 & o] £o]2]7] Aol dE:
Phetoll 2012 AR} vlokshLE A olglt EHS b
o8 FHHEAGE A0l 2.5m, o] 1L.om Yz AT
YoatohARLR T oF 10% 715 Z th(Isono and Inoue, 2007).
AME 710] e 3ol 1 FE o) Hr) BR2 Ao}, U
TR A= 5-8Hof| }AISTE HolahdS ffsl 7 W vitk=
U771 = shAeE S0 dutolE A d AE Al A 3
= 1A LUt Lowry, 2017).

M 25, SR, din 78 9E 9 gt e
YU Fof| = AAIE Ao 7 A A Qlth(Jefferson et al., 2008).
Nakamura (1991)+= Y2 g5 Aol = virpARRtof| A f-2
gk Aol th= BRI E= Ao R & off i 4k 5ol §A
S Ao 8 Holuf @ iEet A qulEe] ofsf 23] E o] H]
ek dAQtell A= oln] 1900t Zytol] HHFS A o= 274
ahgict.

S ekl tfat 712 24 27] BEAE(1417)
TR ol o= A 57kl A2AE(1794)00 7t
Ao\ (A[3Zfh), TS LCREDTEMEE, 1770)0 7FA](a]
), =A@ mEHE, 1882)0 (k)
oz 2= 194]7] D7HA] o]ojA|= Aok Hol &3
o 5 FHOR WE 47 AAYE A o= Heltk(Han,
2012). 5= ko= ofAs] AA viohARRz AARE
ol ZHAI(HFEARD = - 7 A HE ek AT o] Frobqlt.

Eeof| BithARRZ L o] A AR = AafS Helle YU of
W52 o5 28sl] flsf tHAAvlHEAEARE Al$-aL
1904 A 5] Foto & =rrof Qe3slo] 1941l 714] 2F 16,500
k2] o] BITHARALS 2EFiTt. o] F T2 19131 o] Hof 22
YE = g2 A7 st 1915d ofl= 30007 vt
2], 1930 t) o] % o= 17k 16-49u}e] Hrent 8= Hra
B A Aol o] 24| = %{tk(Joo, 2016).

uhchab Z 3ol et 24] 722 1951 o] EZoll 4] 50-60
uhe]o] 414] k) A1E71AE Q184 Rice (1998)9] 7]50] 1}
Xatolct. 1974o] F7to] = S qlotel A ulehap 27
sl )AL AZE S 7150] goit B2 Aol e
7h Ak HTHAIE 28R Fol7|E o Rsta x4
o HE3 B AR 2] 2219 FH5Ao] Tl Eon o A A}
Zlojuf A 3to] HolglA] ¢har Hm7te] &Jgt & 54 =3t
o]20]7] 7] eFgFt(Itoo, 1979). 1976\ 74 249 Eololx 7|
Aol Feo A e SEH o} &5 % YIS0 HAREE
b= S0l ARl o Amrte] &gt & 2l Jsieh AlA
AHA A AWIUCN)E tf oo Algjahntet Hd 2ar7) gl
Ap uprhARAL o] EHE-2 A AFTHLowry, 2017).
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ARS8l FelollA £ 7|2 deiERAbe] o
of HITRARA} HAE 9l 7| 2hE A ALE Akl s
TS 8HA 3R] 2519 tHME, 2007; NIBR, 2010). 0| %
ol Wgstel £ B A7 7S Q1415 2011 W]
420 2 FUsier.

Sl F el 7| = (Korean Institute of Ocean Science and
Technology, KIOST) E3lA4(S5 2 S Ea|UAT7]A])
20144 49 Emo] 4 HithAb M2 2R SR SHE
WEsto] Hatdetan HFATAY T ATE Bl AT
W 5 1304 DNAE H&E5h= bl Aa3laL, &4 2at o] w
7} E= vcpARRRE] wol A o2 skelsl i tH(Lee et al., 2019).
LY 5Akel] DA TATE = 20184 8Y =% ZHA| =l A]
=23t = 9%lo] it fAAF A4S skl on, 15
DNA &) 433 53014 Fi vhrhirie] Ao #7445
+= DNAE 18 tH(MOF, 2019a).

ZHITEALRE

°

of ro T O

SulchalRKSteller sea lion Eumetopias jubatus)= OF&
Tl A A7 1445 A Fo] RESH= A RFHTFARAH Western
Steller sea lion E. j. jubatus)®} 520l Eirsl= 222 vt
AFHLoughlin’s Steller sea lion E. j. monteriensis)& Uglth
(Committee on Taxonomy, 2021). Yol 7|4 A FZH}
AR F S5kt vl s AV PR BictARR L) |7
At Bl Aol M TRs17] of el 7istel uihAl
2918} 97} Wt 22l seh ek ARo] Z7s)
L Aol B it vitpARA kb= Ehe| Tl ] Al4E(sagittal
crest)o] WErs}x| o} o|ulr Wgaln] £EOE o AR £E
5} g ozE F4o] ettt o4 Fe7 AR thE 4
2 o] A (sexual dimorphism)o| 43| Z7]%= & Z}o|& Ho]
ol 0] A AL 3.3 mAEoR AFo] 1E] Wi 74
L glom o7l 2.5 m W= AIE-2 et 273 kg H =0
Cl(Jefferson et al., 2008).

Rk iRl AL AL AL sk 4 el
Uit thE A slojolA] Wolxhde deh. e, v,
Aol, a0l T thget ol 7ot LYol /75 AT 75 of
& ERlolU B/ o7 = 3tk =24 Yfsiz W AYE
ol 53l A2 0l 34+ 3HA| ¢=th(Gelatt and Sweeney,
2016).

)=t A5 SAQke]] A Aol RE S HITARRRY] ZiA = <t
Ao FAEIL Q= W, AFEFHARR R 197735
20079 Ato] A=) oF 69%7F ZHAFTE Y91S wha 2] %]
Aot A4 s f of &b FEof o3t Hol a-AH-
g 5o] Y= vHS Ao FHE . ZTol= AT A
S 501120159 7] ©F 80,0001 4541 A O = wjobE o},

FE s S e T G A F5o 9
28t £y 4d(Tyuleniy Island)ol|A] HAISE 7|27} Z7}o| =

" . o . .'_ . ’.- “ %

53 B «}fn
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Fig. 1. Sighting records of Steller sea lion between 2000 and
2020.

AI7HA] o 5% F(FRA, 2016), A7 11]/d<s 7HA| 7} 53l H+7-
743 dafels Aom 2AEL Fjo) A Heto| 2ol &
Ao} vlie) PHE= AR 471 v Hor] £2A) 582
25 2 AT 797} 9lek. 200640 X8 WA ofef 2
7] 97A O] Ed o] 1% }ltkFig. 1). T2 FallolA 12
A-74 Afo]of WA E o] Z7to|Lof| A FrlhAAZ L EHsh=
A17]12F DA FCHERA, 2016). LA E 7§ A= o2 v]/d<s 7N
A=t A= S AXRE SR ol5 ol WAl ¢
out mlig<s A= W ARE olsshe Aol 7117t o €]
o2 2012 14 270l A=A e vIg= sliot7toll o
Z A7 S 24 99 A= A E QI B A
Tooll EdEN 7Ra(fliF)el F4H Ao FlEo|(ME,
2013), Fet A1 7E A <l A4 RS Blolu Al
sebiA) ol 5 Ao weldt,

TUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)2 <=
&% (Near threatened) 2. 2 £-731 %1 tH(Gelatt and Sweeney,
2016). Aot Fh fef el oLt AR WE7|
% =20l AR 2] SAIsle] BEsha Yk, AR A= E
Fhol ol Al Stutehaba A4t F71ote] ol2E A4, of
A 5 olglzte] nho] glow] Foli A4 Ao] ofom
2] Aj7A] BHhel ICHERA, 2016). Qi A2 "ol <)
I HheApAe] 52 E FRER HE 1002000 Zhs 2
SHE® S7hgout 20149 E S 28 e solntel2 o
Z S HFRA, 2014; Matsuda et al., 2015). 9-2|L}2h= &
B AR SRR AR 2 BE1F IFOR A gstol 1
55har 9k

=
E7l(Northern fur seal Callorhinus ursinusy= ©|u}7} 5231
FEolt Ao AL Tk, o7 9 BEEd|7E Aol vls|
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Fig. 2. Sighting records of northern fur seal between 2000 and
2020.
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re 2 A e A1
re7) sto] T12] e

S BRI
ZF

T
=

<o 1o

>

r2 o

ﬂl?l’x

=
2}

-
=

dm, AlS2 270 kg AEZ2 AA 1.5 m, A5 60 kg 715
A ok 4,59 ¢ £t 2k ol A7l 60 om okt
AL W BN [T GO} L uhe TS
uj i glo] A7y Az s oS A FEE 4 dtk(Jefferson
etal., 2008).

ORI T2 59] 355 o] o] Hef g gt | sl of 3
SfabA| Bzt 2 o WAL 9la) ejAlot Bl A
2 QAN T URE AU DT 5H9 4
AAA R Boter 7he7hH) iR Eatdt 319 BAS Relrk
(Gelatt and Gentry, 2018). A4 7R A= ¢F 1,290,0000}2] 2
ohe] 2 ARE =] o] 19761 ] 4 Flof H]3) 658,000
k] 7k gkt Zlooh o] AAAlg= AL 3 E5Alef o
on] B8] Faje} 1A 2RIsk 84 A A1A9 Bl 2] A

LU = Y

[\

O O rlo KU A L
o2

o

421 OF 190,000 2 QPF A Q] 4252 A5k k. vk

=1}
=2

A 45%7} AABHE el
ajo] 1] gkt glck.
Sl A B4 7] AR E 8714 B3l Aol Lz}
Agk B3.2 24U elolel HFHTHFig. 2). 2001-20159 A
olo] £:3) & 15 B 279012 =t 0|5 2005}2], 74%7}
U 147 AR ERLT &2, P, FFANHE
SR A7 0.2 149 Apolo] 252047}
E50] AA2] 90.3%S A5tk A ¢ e of e
A2] £8)e 3helwl ) Speleh. WAY] Slofi Aol HHY &
e7hA) 9] o] Selutet BiRko 2 AR RS E
ALt eIk Ale 2 W B So] R iolch. 201015
A 4ukel 7} AL, AR SAOIA 22t e gl
Yl ol 2mkeli kAR B HAARYL Infelis T2 GA of

23 oAz i3] A

o] Al o] A FEUeR o]Fsl A7 AR 2000-
2020 5 Afo] Ak A AHAE 7} 38Rt 120
o139 J1e 7 FLA| AL F-of & 339, 40| 7} A E =
3-5¢ Atoof| F3ll Aol AA 1T Fazskar QISUTh(Fig. 2).
A 2ARE 71 el B A7 E s B w7t
= Atolof] pRStE R AEH B0 RSl dsiie &
A ZARE B3l ER1EA] gkekth TUCNS $9F5(Vulnerable)
o7 B5313 QIti(Gelatt et al., 2015). S-2|y2to| A= 3f9F

HoE U EEHN7IE I 22 A= o] it
EWETE

Huto| =& (spotted seal Phoca largha)2 3740 vhero] Fof
ST R AT A Slek FR AL 17 m o]
7, A 1.6 m A== BithARbL STl o= thEA o 2
7|12} Fef 2po] 7} AShA| btk Al E-2 82-123 em Ao = A1
o] BEG AFS AT 2 ol A7l A 77-92 em,

A% 7-12 kg 7FFo|th(Jefferson et al., 2008). 1970t 71|
ez oz GARSH &1 (harbor seal Phoca vitulina)®] o}
O 7 ZhEst o) & FHe] 3184 Apol it o e, AlHfo]
SRS oA S sliotrE ol A EAF R e 7t
Th= 2to) 7} Qlof A= 9] Fo &2 U $rh(Committee
on Taxonomy, 2021).

A&d ool o= -w s o] Frlo] A= sl
A HALS skl - o] fHlo] ol ™ oot £ FAAE
Z¥o} o] 55-tth(Frost and Burns, 2018). A2 yjof] ¥ 4] %]
= A 83to] o il Akl Edsk= Hutolel> &
off F5-0] ek s ut} ejAlof dAs5=o] FEE ARt A ¥
Al 7iA|Eolth AARE R 1 /A7 o whet SAA7]
T AR grestolA = 1Y 27 28 $¢, REE
Aol A= 29 25 39 Fof

HA12HE-2 gith(Boveng et
al., 2009). |+ YAAFHARE 2 A7) g

o] &3t /Al o] 5 &4 4
Alob dsfjaE At A WEH WA7F =t 2k THA] ol
EAIZE AIA 2 22 ke o] e} afjof] AAlsk= A8t
o|EZHo] U ATl AY A B8} Bl A 2o o]
FolF& 7/ o] oA THNIES, 2014).

1940l AL Aol wh= s A ofl= F 8,0001}2] 7}
AAYE Ao FAEU o] % 75, oFAl, 7] 55 €71 9
g o] Fol Xl F&o] x]&2 o = Hhgsto] 19801 o] 2,0001F
22 F78H L ol 1,500ut] ujute] Holgl= Aoz
FA ¥ tH(Dong and Shen, 1991; Yan et al., 2018). HhH T E=
SRARE A= oF 3,3000F2] 2 2k it Bk AT 5
-3} #H o]t Trukhin, 2019).

Hutol a2 efestol A §1AlS upA|H HolE Al2tsto]
AheRtEet My = 5 S 0= 3 3ol ArfjollA o535 AW
th =7kl thAl Bhes e olste 3G-E it
FreoAl= mid 40001 e o] o] EHuke] gl
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Fig. 3. Sighting records of spotted seal between 2000 and 2020.

& FA 02 FEs] warEnh 395 11 Aloof Al 45}
=t 8-109 Afejof] 7Hd W2 7HA1E & & ek 7= Rt
= 100}2] vfele] utolBlo] iyl Fszal okeL gk
(MOF, 2019b). ZE = tiA|qtef A §14]2 vzl FJuto] &S
Q15 Aol Al 1% HEEL Ui AAE0] F8 WA
wsigict.

AFRAL 28 H% 7|5 52 Fol dufoladol i H 4
QoA A B = A o] 1| U h(Fig. 3). 200158 X7}
A &8]- gz Eo] Haly FdtolEi]E F 85ut|gl=d o5
A& 2| oo] 53utE| 2 A Q] 62.4%F AA|sFG k. Aot
U= A= 8] WARAY F2H FutolERlE 43nHe ¢l
= GA FL-AE A4 30mt = 69%E AAIS =
9 RIEE B O 2011 59 18U of] Al A F2EA] F23
A Qlol| M = g AR A7 F RIS A A E Aol Agl=Hl
oA A-g T A A 2016\ 8L W ol A RS g Hf Q)
o T 2 e A=A A 5ot AR ks et 54
3 7 0 2 1ol ]3I tHMOF, 2016).

IUCNL- Hulo| 511 2| 474 % (Least Concern) & 2 K57
3 tH(Boveng et al., 2009). 2| Uet= S|UETYEZ XA
sho] Hoshar §lom 71 Qo= FEL7| opfsE I 2 A
A7|HE 33182 A ATlo] BAH =8 7]2o]1l k. &
= A 555 Hashe fHdolas BAsh] flsf 1988
of TopgFER T ol oA, HutolEH& 233 T= W &
Zob= 712k A S 7RFE IS E(ER RGIAR )
& Agsto] Hwe|stal gt} HAjotelA= L3 = sfjof|Aut
1955-1994A Afo]of miid 2 A= 1,0001}2] o] A EA+= 9,200
of mpe7HA] A4 FA R g 2Pk 2Tole Y
2 Y ke ol ujsl Ao AFl AE Ao g o]
UH o] FojR|aL glont ekt Aef wpord B[] oral qlrk
(Boveng et al., 2009). Y2 Txm0] B U e W =39

A 3jo] 2t 8 o ufe} £7hol A 19908} ol F A
7k olur] AR Aol % ARE ol Yula] oL
250z 28} gt

TEREEY

31 FELEH(Ringed seal Pusa hispiday2- FetolEH )
e7} A8 Ago] 165 m R 243 jeje} 5ol o}
E FHHT & o T2 520l Heltk(Jefferson et al., 2008).

Hl s, Z2J8f, Lo Esf, IdHE, e T =235 5 E5Ho|
piolel) Rxall, Buls 5 23] 750} sjorsiael o
7ol 7 & 283t Foltk(Smith et al., 1991). A 4]x] 9
u}2} Arctic Ringed Seal P. h. hispida, Okhotsk Ringed Seal P
h. ochotensis, Baltic Ringed Seal P, h. botnica, Ladoga Seal P,
h. ladogensis, Saimaa Seal P, h. saimensis 5 & 571¢] o}52
2 R EHCommittee on Taxonomy, 2021). A]4] 715121 3
W glollA] WA, 4, Bdo] 5 AL YRS Aelstol,
A= AR S HuR] oFar A2HAYERS $hcl(Jefferson et al.,
2008). AtA AR Lloll = A4, e ZL o} QA=
=A% v} 9lch(Rice, 1998). 7|3 slo] wh2 B2 s8] WA
AR A4 7} BolSol AR g ek glort 34 7)
A7t o 395k vl Feo 2 WEIHS gls ACR T
HrhLowry, 2016a).

Won (1968)2 2435720l “H 5= Holl Alsfoll A =2
A7) g mte|7F S0l Zlo] AFe]al 1 &)= 7|50 gltth”,”
FEsEol e Ft FAA| e o] A A IY IR
= A2 Y drk ekl 71s ek e e J Rl gk &
A7h Eargetal e 54 T3 we e X5k
2=t sfio] Sl A A Aol &JEste] AASH= o] Fo] 54
& Aol 28 7ol slakstal Asfiofl= FHte]=ty ol
e i ohe S et of HutolEw F Ao 7} Al
MAE LereEdor o543t Zer F4EY @54
of ofytfete srfjof] HfA A 3]fEo] obd A A A]of A Y
ojt FNA7H A A2 Kol

BRealele] o5 BA2A0) YR B2 A2
15 ZAIAE d3E0] BelEl uf glov] of Hhw )
ol A WAE At Asteh 2 F= o] o] Fo] i vl
wEFo|e} dhelar 20124 HE71E ol A Al sk3iet
(ME, 2012). IUCNOf| A= |43 F(Least Concern) &2 £
F31aL Qlth(Lowry, 2016a).

IFE=H

] Y= (Ribbon seal Histriophoca fasciatayS- 23] 2] 0]
FL7 71 BRI A A7 2 s 21
B} Eetal v QS Bhe Zh] 8 vy} s 3lab
B Qlt}(Jafferson et al., 2008). A 2] A& 1.5-1.75 m 7}
ol A& 70-110 kg A =o]thLowry and Boveng, 2009).

Bejgozt o2 ozt ol selo) A A LSt 03
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z=gef H g al|9] sy AA(ice front) QltollA == ¥
THLowry, 2016b). AE5E #7kA] allW) floflA] ggsiet A
2120 sfro] glofA]= o4&, 7holle ¥ Bitk= o]&3ith
Savetet 71 s M AR @5 =T 3ot HEl $7to]
T SR} ol SRet AZ4 eHElE s dojolthBoveng
etal., 2013). HA| 7A| =0l gk Al A= §lovt =4 7HA
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