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Current status of qualitative research related to Korean Medicine
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Objective : This study examined the status of qualitative research related to Korean Medicine (KM) published
until 2020 using Consolidated Criteria for Reporting Qualitative Research (COREQ) and Standards for Reporting
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Qualitative Research (SRQR)

Methods : PubMed and five domestic databases (NDSL(scienceon), DBpia, KISS, RISS, and OASIS) were
searched for qualitative research related to KM published until October 2020, The completeness of the

reports was assessed using the COREQ and SRQR, which are representative qualitative research reporting

tools,

Results : After the search and selection process,
study. Since the first publication in 2004, the number of publications increased from 2011 and has been
increasing steadily. Approximately 71.8% of the article's data collection methods were only face—to—face

thirty—nine qualitative studies were included in this

interviews, An analysis of the 37 articles using COREQ revealed a report rate for domains one, two, and
three of 33.8% (2.7/8), 64% (9.6/15), and 75.4% (7.5/10), respectively. Domain three was the best reported
and domain one was the lowest, When the total number of COREQR items was out of 33, there were seven
studies with 24 to 31 points (70% or more) and eight studies with 12 to 16 points (50% or less). An
analysis of the 39 SRQR showed that the studies were described well in general, but the conflicts of

interest and funding sources were insufficiently described.

Conclusion : Although the qualitative research related to KM has limitations in terms of the diversity of
research institutions, it is increasing steadily, On the other hand, to conduct high—quality qualitative

research, it will be necessary to follow checklists accurately, such as COREQ and SRQR.
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o Records identified through databases searching (n=3256)
=
©
é « DBpia (n=641) + OASIS ( n=79)
"E + KISS (n=242) *RISS (n=1076)
@ + NDSL (n=1216) « Pubmed (n=2)
©
g, Records after duplicates removed (n=880)
=
g |
5
n Records screened (n=880) »| Records excluded by title and abstract screening (n=822)
£
8
) Full-text articles assessed for eligibility (n=58) ] Records excluded according to selection criteria (n=19 )
w * No qualitative research (n=5)
* No Korean Medicine (including CAM) (n=14)
°
]
'g Studies included for analysis (n=39 )
©
c

Figure 1. Flow chart of study selections process
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Figure 2. Annual publication trends
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A A+ A2 A 0]E(Grounded theory)

82.99.39.38.40.49).44.41) 5 A5H Phenomenology) 7
;519),22),25).32),34),37),41)’ A]—Ei] % &.](Case Study) 5@14),21),
93942 Z A4 (Thematic analysis) 585344050
-84 (Qualitative content analysis, QCA) 3%
30.49.49 JHE]B FI7(Narrative research) 1382, &
2RolHA HEA o2 nEX|skA Q] AGH(Discourse
analysis and ethnography) 1397, &to]& 27 ot
(Consensual qualitative research, CQR)) 1%#*90]$]
A AT HTYHE Y]] e =Ro] 8o
17)20)23)28)_30)0]Qiq-(Figure 2).

A7 AFHPHTE ARSSE =R 343 (87,2%) 7191
Dmen0ol g5, WA Aot N AT Fukat
=7 (mixed method)& AME-RF =2 54
(12.8%)'0719-30-50o] Qi tH(Table 1).

A4 A ARSI AR =52 243 (61.5%)
o2 ot A7 9.87090)%a, AER7]
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Table 1. Characteristics of the included studies

Characteristics N (%)
Reference Type Journal Article 29(74.4)
Thesis 10(25.6)
Master’s thesis (7), Doctor’s thesis (3)
Study Qualitative study 34(87.2)
Mixed method (Qualitative plus quantitative study) 5(12.8)
Number of Authors 1 13(33.3)"
2 7(17.9)
3 3(7.7)
4 1(2.6)
5 4(10.3)
6 6(15.4)
7 3(7.7)
8 2(5.1)
1st Author’s affiliation  Kyung Hee University (15, 38.5%), Dongshin University (6, 15.4%), 39(100)
(N, %) Pusan National University (4, 10.3%), Other (14, 35.9%)
) Face—to—face interview 28(71.8)
Data collection methods ] ) . .
Face—to—face interview plus phone interview 4(10.3)
Face—to—face interview plus participant observation plus participant 12.6)
note
Face—to—face interview plus participant observation 1(2.6)
Focus group interview 3(7.7)
Document 1(2.6)
Participant observation plus recoding 1(2.6)
Data collection period Stated 27(69.2)
(month (N, %)) 1(3, 7.7%), 2 (3, 7.7%), 3 (8, 20.5%), 4~6 (3, 7.7%), T~12
(3, 7.7%), 13~24 (5, 12.8%), over 25 (2, 5.1%)
Not stated 12(30.8)
Language Korean 32(82.1)
English 7(17.9)
Clinical theme Clinical theme 26(66.7)
Non—Clinical theme 13(33.3)
Quality assessment COREQ 37(94.9)
SRQR 39(100)
Approval of IRB Yes 24(61.5)
No 15(38.5)
Total 39(100%)

N: Number; IRB: Institutional Review Board; COREQ: Consolidated Criteria for Reporting Qualitative Research;
SRQR: Standards for Reporting Qualitative Research
" 13 includes three articles and 10 theses.

7re] W= 2104 727190t Table 1), 2. COREQ H7{&nt

E3h Shelof A =2 29%(74,4%)°1 1L,
AAfoll Tt A= 26%(66.7%)01.2H, TRB AATF 2E AdAE 398N AA Ay F HE S
oS AEdt =28 249(61.5%)°] UK (Table 1). Z-8ato] COREQR BH7t 7t =2 37Ho it

=
H7} Az} 37H F 29 7%%] 11;523),29),33),35),36),40),43),
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Table 2. Comparison of domains and items of COREQ and SRQR
Domain [tem
SRAR COREQ COREQ SRAR
1. Title and abstract None 1. Title
2. Abstract
2. Introduction None 3. Problem formulation
4, Purpose or research question
3. Methods Domain 1: Personal 1. Interviewer/facilitator None
Research team  characteristics 2. Credentials 6. Researcher characteristics and
and reflexivity 3. Occupation reflexivity
4, Gender
5. Experience and training
Relationship with 6. Relationship established
participants 7. Participant knowledge of the interviewer None
8, Interviewer characteristics 6, Researcher characteristics and
reflexivity
Domain 2: Theoretical 9. Methodological orientation and theory 5, Qualitative approach and research
Study design  framework paradigm

Domain 3:
Analysis and
findings

4. Results / findings

5. Discussion

6. Other

Participant selection

Setting

Data collection

Data analysis

Reporting

10, Sampling
11, Method of approach

12, Sample size

13, Non—participation

14, Setting of data collection

15, Presence of non—participants
16. Description of sample

17, Interview guide

18, Repeat interviews

19, Audio/visual recording

20, Field notes
21, Interview duration (mean)
22. Data saturation

23, Transcripts returned
None

None

24, Number of data coders

25, Description of the coding tree
26, Derivation of themes

217, Software

28. Participant checking

29a, Quotations presented

29b, Quotations identified

30, Data and findings consistent
31, Clarity of major themes

32. Clarity of minor themes
None

None

8. Sampling strategy

6. Researcher characteristics and
reflexivity

12, Units of study

7. Context
12, Units of study

11, Data collection instruments and
technologies

None

11, Data collection instruments and
technologies

17, Links to empirical data’
None
8. Sampling strategy

15, Techniques to enhance
trustworthiness

9, Ethical issues pertaining to human
subjects

10. Data collection methods

14, Data analysis

14, Data analysis

16, Synthesis and interpretation

14, Data analysis

15, Techniques to enhance trustworthiness
16, Synthesis and interpretation

17, Links to empirical data

18, Integration with prior work,
implications, transferability, and
contribution(s) to the field

None

19. Limitations

20, Conflicts of interest
21, Funding

COREQ: Consolidated Criteria for Reporting Qualitative Research; SRQR: Standards for Reporting Qualitative Research
¢ Corresponds to Results/findings
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