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ABSTRACT

We analyzed the records on the reign style and the calendrical data presented in the Samguksagi
(History of the Three Kingdoms) and the epigraph of the Three Kingdoms (Silla, Goguryeo, and Baekje)
period in Korea (B.C. 57 — A.D. 935) to verify the chronological tables of the period that are currently in
use. For the epigraph of the Three Kingdoms of Korea, we utilized the database provided by the National
Research Institute of Cultural Heritage. By analyzing the records on the reign style, first, we found that
the Yeompyo (Chronological Table) of the Samguksagi is tabularized using the reign style of the Caowei
for the period of Three Kingdoms of China (Caowei, Shuhan, and Sunwu) (A.D. 220 — 280). Second, we
found that the reign style of the Silla was promulgated during the reign period of a king, which was usu-
ally promulgated when a king acceded in China. Third, we found that the reign styles presented in histor-
ical materials showed agreement with those of the Yeompyo except for two cases in the Goguryeo.
Concerning the records on the calendrical data, first, we confirmed that accession years of kings Michu,
Beobheung, Seondeok, Minae, Gyeongmun, and Seongdeok. On the other hand, we found probable errors
in the record of accession years for the kings Munja, Wideok, Aejang, and Heonan. Next, we found that
the records of the length of a lunar month, leap month, and cyclic day showed agreement with the current
chronological table except for several cases. In particular, cyclic days in the solar eclipse account had a
relatively large number of discrepancies. We believe that these errors might have been caused by the in-
accurate identification of a year in the records of the Three Kingdoms while determining the year by re-
ferring to Chinese historical documents. Finally, we found that the starting point was included while count-
ing a year, at least from the Three Kingdoms period, similar to the current method of counting age in
Korea. However, we point out that the starting point should be excluded when the term “after” is used in
the expression. We believe that this study is very useful to verify the current chronological table of the
Three Kingdoms period in Korea.
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Figure 1. Image of the roof-end tile inscribed with the
expression “the fourth year of the Taeryeong (K%5)”,
as an example of an epigraph (source: National
Research Institute of Cultural Heritage).
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Table 1.
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Table 2.
Silla kingdom recorded on the Yeonpyo (Chronological
Table) of the Samguksagi (History of the Three
Kingdoms)

Summary of the usage of the reign style in the

Year Records
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Table 3. Summary of the reign style records from the SSJs. SSBs
Samguksagi (History of the Three Kingdoms) and the b’ ’
epigraph of the Three Kingdoms period SSIb, S8Ys,
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SN RS! KD Period Source®
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R10 | K% R 323~325 S103 ’ ’
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R26 | Kl | iR 535-545 | SSBg RS3 | XU | )& 684 SSYs
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R31 | k& I% 557~559 SSJs R56 | K& i 689 S012
R32 | K5 B 568~571 S035 R57 | ) R 690 SSYs
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R35 | Al i 618~626 S006, SSYs T
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b s @3{
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R36 | FUHBL | B 627~649 R61 | & | i 698~699
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SSJs R62 | il A 700 S078
R37 | (-7 Wik 634~647 S046, SSYs - S047, S078,
R38 | KA Bk 648~649 SSBs, SSYs Re3 | e A 701 S092, SSBs
] A S006, S043, S006, S092
R39 | Kk JE 650~655 L it i ~ ’ ’
SSBs, SSYs R64 | B Ry 701~704 SSBe
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R40 | BB 55 656~660 i e - ’ ’
i S042, S043, R65 | i T 705~706 S049. 5097
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R66

707~710

S049

R67

T | T

710~711

SSYs

R68

®

713~741

S033,
S086,
SSYs

S044,
S091,

R69

®

742~756

S013,
S090,
SSYs

S058,
SSBs,

R70

WG

758~759

S070

R71

TS

762

S058

R72

765

S008,
S088,

S051,
SSBs

R73

el

766~779

S080,
S089,
SSBs,

S087,
S095,
SSYs

R74

785~805

S030,
S063,
S079,
S09s,
SSBs

S050,
S064,
S082,
S107,

R75

puil

806~820

S008,
S061,
S087,

S022,
S063,
SSYs

R76

bl
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S031,
SSBs,
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SSYs

R77

825~826

S015,
SSBs

S027,
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S036,
S060,
S070,
S096,
SSJs,

S053,
S063,
S074,
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SSYs

R79

PHIL
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S063,
S070,

S022,
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SSYs
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1%
il
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®
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=

860~873

S001,
030,
S034,
5046,
5052,

S022,
S031,
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S027, S030,
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R85 | HAl =5 881~884
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R86 | Yok A 885~887
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S027, S062,
RO1 | H % A 894~897 S071, S073,
S076, S093
R92 | KiK A 901~903 S099
R93 | Kiiti Ja 904~906 S027
R94 | 1I-BH BEH? | 901~2274 S057
R95 | H{IH H®my 915~920 S001
Y . S001, S027,
R96 | fiEfh ®“g 921~922
S094
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Figure 2. Enlarged image of the part inscribed the cyclic
year [ K] in Fig. 1, which is illegible. The area cor-
responding to the second character in the name of the
cyclic year is marked with a red circle.
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Table 4. Comparison of the accession year and the reign
period between the Yeompyo (Chronological Table) and
the Wangryeok (Royal Chronicle)
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Table 5. Summary of the record on the length of a lu-
nar month from the Samguksagi (History of the Three
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A. List of the epigraphs used in this study.

SN Title
S001 JEVRAST: SR8 i ) v ZE B
S002 ERAISES bl
S003 IR AT
S004 | EFHUIETHZ A - AR
S005 | i NSRS S
S006 | FEAHM
S007 | SN AR L RS 6
S008 | Ht KIS FK
S009 | BUESFHRE A5G
S010 | BR#F Fefaid 2y i
S011 i A = R
S012 | dkEEasn
S013 | BrirhaHa
S014 | MU ET A A= o6 45
S015 FhR S A SR
S016 | EFHUINET R A-PARK =434
S017 | EIHUINET R 40- FIGPa4E 3R
SO18 | MEMGHh H LR Rl PUAF- 4 AL
S019 | Buhfw
S020 | MEMGh Y s — AR SR A 5 S
S021 R SLREE
S022 K2 AL A SRl 7 45 75
S023 T 2 2EEE
S024 | L JIEk
S025 | @ffilm
S026 | BLERFERLGER

U:meUUmUJmmmmmmmeQQmmemmmUng

S027 S
S028 G
S029 G
S030 S
S031 S
S032 S
S033 S
S034 BB L S S A B S
S035 i SR SR S S
S036 | BEMIFE IR LA b AL G S
S037 | ARFIH=4FshAi b4 G
S038 | i SCEON TR S
S039 W L Sk S
S040 | AKEEIESASE S
S041 Fit S - B AT G
S042 | BT B
S043 | FEEIC MR M B
S044 | H SR be fhaz Al Bl S
S045 W ERERE A1) B
S046 | EREESFIUEARBRIHEARL S
S047 | R ~F A1 G W Ak R S
S048 | AN PSS E S G
S049 | Hi LY EEM B
S050 | BERSRHE EE O (L S
S051 KA AR PRI B S
S052 | EIfe v =F B PR A pb A 4 il S
S053 BN PUAE B0 5 2 BT (5 S
S054 | BRI S MG S
S055 i S S
S056 SRSE IR S
S057 | FAHSF SR R ] S
S058 | MEMGH AR S
S059 | PAMISR A kAL S
S060 | BUEEEBEM T S
S061 B B CGR S
S062 | ElSE s A P A AR A S
S063 | M-y R N2 A S
S064 | BBl phiti (Al S
S065 | B HGE R S b A ol Rl S
S066 | B KEAEH MR S
S067 | HLELTUEE B0 S G
S068 | MRS S
S069 | AL S
SO70 | BT Al a2 B S
S071 T SF & R RE S
S072 | dliEgngh— b G
S073 T ISP R PR R S
S074 | iR S
S075 | AKHELAERRHDETY G
S076 | WA iEIERE S
S077 | RIS G
S078 | RERHILIEH G
S079 | iHAKEEdH S
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S080 RN ST S
S081 e Ly S
S082 | AJIFEEIR(HICER) S
S083 | ME5ELAF e S Ak 4 G
S084 | fhAIARSRG SIS F 28 i S
S085 e R LB G
S086 FRESEdE S
S087 | [ =te i f T i i S
S088 IR AR SRR EE S
S089 S L G
S090 Tk it S
S091 RIS G
S092 | i UipE SRk G
S093 B LTI S
S094 | el R T R A S
S095 e Il = A S
S096 (}ﬁ‘éﬂ?ﬁln At S
S097 i A <0 Bl 1) ik e S
S098 DZ;E%% B S
S099 FA LAY K i S
S100 | P54 b AL (Gt (% Al S
S101 B R 75 SRORN £ 5 i H 45 S
S102 VED A I PN D 2N ) S
S103 R BEPYUAE G5 B G
S104 [ - T Bt G
S105 g R SE S AR G
S106 Jﬁ”ﬂ:ﬁtkp.mﬁ(i&p) B
S107 S FUC R AT S

M
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