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Factors associated with internet health information seeking
behavior of younger children’s parents
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to investigate factors associated with internet health information
seeking behavior of younger children’s parents. The subjects included 108 parents with infants and
children, the survey was conducted with structured questionnaires about attitudes to internet health
information, e—health literacy, and internet health information seeking behavior. Data were analyzed by
t—test, ANOVA, Scheffé test, and multiple regression analysis. As a results of the study, perceived
usefulness and information utilization was founded to factors associated with internet health
information seeking behavior of younger children’s parents. Based on the results of this study, it is
necessary to develop a program to provide health information and manage utilization by considering

the characteristics, usefulness, and information utilization of infants and their parents.
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Table 1. Internet Health Information Seeking Behavior
according to General Characteristics (N=108)

Internet health information

Total seeking behavior
Characteristics n(%) or
MeantSD MeantSD  t/F p
(range)
Age (yrs) 33.7£4.7 (21-45)
<35 61 (56.5) 3.52+0.62 —0.19 .848
=35 47 (43.5) 3.57+0.62
Gender Male 20 (18.5) 3.60+0.65 0.48 .634
Female 88 (81.5) 3.53%+0.62
Spouse Yes 108 (100.0)
Religion Yes 41 (38.0) 3.57+0.62 —0.38 .706
No 67 (62.0) 3.52%0.62
Baucation 10 SO a7 250 so7s071 027 789

University 81 (75.0) 3.53+0.59

graduate

Occupation  Yes 41 (38.0) 3.644+0.56 —1.35 .181
No 67 (62.0)  3.4840.65

Subjective Moderate 86 (79.6) 3.554+0.62 —0.47 .641

economic

Difficult 22 (20.4)  3.48+0.64
status
Family type LVO 8l g4 a7 0)  3.6040.64  5.22 <001
on family
Extended 14 (13.0)  3.14£0.22
family
Number of 1 30 (27.8)  3.57+0.50  2.67 .074
children 2 60 (55.5)  3.62%0.68
>3 18 (16.7)  3.2440.51

NRS=Numeric Rating Scale (0—10)
“=multiple responses

Table 25} 7], thabke] 214 J %9
Frob AE 93 F 13] o1 QEY ABHRE 01§
S ST 131 o ol 83k A

AR FEAE L sl @
F WES QA B
Aan FFAE G G,

Table 2. Internet Health Information Seeking Behavior
according to Internet Health Information Usage

Characteristics (N=108)
Internet health
Total information seeking
behavior
Characteristics n(%) or
leant ,
Me?)n*S MeantSD t/F/x’ p
(range)

Internet health information usage frequency
For infants

and children < once a week® 32 (29.6) 3.31£0.54 3.25 .043
1-2 times a week® 50 (46.3) 3.62%0.69 a<b,c
>3 times a week® 26 (24.1) 3.6740.51

For myself <once a week 69 (63.9) 3.56+0.66 0.36 .835
1—2 times a week 32 (29.6) 3.49£0.57
=3 times a week | 36240.49

For spouse <once a week 69 (63.9) 3.56£0.64 0.10 .949"

1-2 times a week 33 (30.6) 3.51£0.61

=3 times a week (6 3.50+0.55

5.5)

Mainly used device

7 *
Desktop (6.5) 3.24£0.92 3.70 .157
Smartphone 97 (89.8) 3.57£0.60
4 1~
+
Tablet (3.7) 3.25%+0.32

Satisfaction after using internet health information

General health Satisfaction 75 (69.4) 3.67£0.60 —3.35 <.001
information Unsatisfactory 33 (30.6) 3.25£0.57

About purchasing Satisfaction 64 (59.3) 3.61£0.63 —1.52 .133

health—rel
calth—related 44 (40.7) 3.43%0.59

products
Information for  Satisfaction 64 (59.3) 3.61£0.62 —1.41 .162
hospital selection Unsatisfactory 44 (40.7) 3.44£0.61

Kruskal Wallis test

@ b ¢ Scheffe test,

Unsatisfactory
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Table 3. Level of Attitudes towards Internet Health
Information, e—Health Literacy and Internet
Health Information Seeking Behavior (N=108)

Variables Mean £+ SD

Attitudes towards Internet Health Information
Perceived usefulness 3.35 £ 0.68
Perceived easy of use 3.60 £ 0.72
Trust in health information 2.92 + 0.60
Information utilization 3.41 = 0.60
e—Health literacy 3.06 £ 0.59
Internet health information seeking behavior 3.54 £ 0.62

"All measure tool is consists of five—Likert scales(1=strong disagree,
5=strong agree)
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Table 4. Correlation among Internet health information
seeking behavior, Attitudes towards Internet
Health Information and e—Health Literacy

(N=108)
THIB ATHI e_—Health
Variables literacy
r (p) r (p) r (p)
THIB
ATHI .67 (<.001)
o Health 40 (<.001) 52 (<.001)
literacy

IHIB=Internet health information seeking behavior
ATHI=Attitudes towards Internet Health Information
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Table 5. Factors associated with internet health information
seeking behavior (N=108)

internet health information seeking

behavior®
B SE B t (p)
Intercept 3.145 1.082 (Z(jgé)
Attitudes towards Internet Health Information
. 5.20
ey 5
Perceived usefulness 0.412 0.079 454 (<.001)
. 0.77
Perceived easy of use 0.050 0.064 .058 (442)
Trust in health —.03 —0.45
—0.040 0.088
information 8 (.655)
. o - 3.96
Information utilization 0.327 0.083  .315 (<.001)
i - 0.79
e—Health literacy 0.025 0.032 .064 (.430)
R? 55
Adjusted R? 52
F (p) 17.79 (<.001)

SE=Standard Error
“=Control variables: family type, Internet health information usage
frequency, satisfaction of general health information
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