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BERGMAN SPACES, BLOCH SPACES AND INTEGRAL
MEANS OF p-HARMONIC FUNCTIONS

X1 Fu AND JINJING QIAO

ABSTRACT. In this paper, we investigate the properties of Bergman
spaces, Bloch spaces and integral means of p-harmonic functions on the
unit ball in R™. Firstly, we offer some Lipschitz-type and double inte-
gral characterizations for Bergman space A,’j. Secondly, we characterize
Bloch space BS in terms of weighted Lipschitz conditions and BMO
functions. Finally, a Hardy-Littlewood type theorem for integral means
of p-harmonic functions is established.

1. Introduction

For n > 2, let R™ denote the usual real vector space of dimension n. For
two column vectors z,y € R™, we use (x,y) to denote the inner product of z
and y. The ball in R™ with center a and radius r is denoted by B(a,r). In
particular, we write B = B(0,1) and B = B(0,r). Let dv be the normalized
volume measure on B and do the normalized surface measure on the unit sphere
S = 0B.

The purpose of this paper is to consider the p-harmonic functions whose
definition is as follows.

Definition 1.1. Let p > 1 and Q be a domain in R™. A continuous function
u € WEP(Q) is p-harmonic if

—div<|Vu|p_2Vu> =0
in the weak sense, i.e.,
/Q<|Vu|p*2Vu,Vn>dv(x) =0
for each n € C§° ().
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Obviously, when p = 2, u is the classical harmonic function. By [15], we
know that p-harmonic functions are differentiable. For each p > 1, we denote
by H(B) the set of all p-harmonic functions in B.

Let v > —1 and 0 < k < oo, the weighted Bergman space A,]j consists of all
u € H(B) such that

lully = [ futa) o @) < o,

where dv.,(z) = (1 — |z|)?dv(z). In particular, if v = 0, then we simply write
A" for AL

A continuous increasing function w : [0, 00) — [0, 00) with w(0) = 0 is called
a magorant if w(t)/t is non-increasing for ¢ > 0. Given a subdomain Q of R,
a function u :  — R is said to belong to the Lipschitz space A, (Q2) if there is
a positive constant C such that

u(z) — u(y)| < Cw(lz —yl)
for all z,y € Q (cf. [9]).
For o > 0 and a given majorant w, the harmonic w-a-Bloch space B consists
of all functions v € H(B) such that

l[tlles, 0 = |u(0)] + ilélgéd((l = |z])*)IVu(@)| < oo.

In particular, when w(t) = t, the space BS is the a-Bloch space B* (cf. [24,27]).

In the theory of function spaces, characterizations and operator theory of
(weighted) Bergman and Bloch spaces have been studied extensively in recent
years (see [2,3,10,12,21-25,27,28]). Wulan and Zhu [26] characterized weighted
holomorphic Bergman space in the unit disk in terms of Lipschitz type con-
ditions with respect to pseudo-hyperbolic, hyperbolic and Euclidean metrics.
In [16,17] the authors studied further and offered several kinds of double inte-
gral characterizations for standard weighted Bergman spaces in the unit ball of
C™. Recently, Cho and Park [6] extended these results to Bergman space with
exponential type weight. For generalizations of these results in the setting of
harmonic functions, we refer to [7,8,20,25]. As the first aim of this paper, we
consider similar results of the above type in the setting of H(B).

Theorem 1.1. Let v > —1, 0 < k < 0o and u € H(B). Then the following
statements are equivalent.

(a) ue Afj;
(b) There exists a positive continuous function g € L*(B, dv.) such that
u(@) —u(y)] < olz,y)(g9(z) + 9(y))
for all x,y € B;
¢) There exists a positive continuous function h € LF(B, dv.,) such that
(c) y
u(@) = u(y)| < plz,y)(h(z) + h(y))
for all x,y € B;
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d) There ezists a positive continuous function T € L*(B, dvy4s) such that
v+

(@) = u(y)] < |z —y|(r(2) + 7(y))
for all x,y € B.

Theorem 1.2. Suppose that v > —1,0 < k < oo and u € H(B). If s and t are
real parameters satisfying the following

s+t=v+k—n

and

—-l1<s<k—n, -1<t<k-—mn,
then u € A’; if and only if

k

(1) I= /B/IBWCZUS(JUM%@) < 0.
Remark 1.1. Theorem 1.1 and Theorem 1.2 are generalizations of [26, Theorem
1.1] and [16, Theorm 5], respectively, in the setting of holomorphic functions
in the unit disk.

Let u,v > 0 and f be a continuous function in B. If there exists a constant

C such that

(1= lzD* (L= Jy)"If (@) = f()] < Clz —y|
for any z,y € B, then we say that f is a weighted Lipschitz function of indices
(1) (ct. [22]).

Holland and Walsh [13] used the weighted Lipschitz condition to give an
equivalent characterization of the analytic Bloch space. In [22,23], Ren and
Kéhler generalized Holland and Walsh’s result to the setting of (hyperbolic)
harmonic functions ([22, Theorem 1.1], [23, Theorem 1.2]). In [19], Muramoto
characterized Bloch space in terms of BMO functions. Recently, Chen and
Rasila generalized these results to the solutions of certain elliptic PDEs, see
[3-5].

For nonnegative quantities X and Y, X <Y means that X is dominated by
Y times some inessential positive constant. We write X = Y if Y < X < Y.
As the second aim of this paper, we discuss the corresponding problems in the
setting of p-harmonic functions and obtain the following:

Theorem 1.3. Let w be a majorant, u € H(B) and 0 < f < 1, f<a <144,
0<0<1. Thenwu e B if and only if for all x,y € B,

w2 —u [z, y) |z —y|" "
) )~ £ S T )

Theorem 1.4. Suppose a > 0, ¢ > 1, aq € [1,2), w is a majorant and
u € H(B). Then u € B if and only if for all r € (0,1 — |z|]

1
r

3) (f,. ) —stwraw)" s o
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Remark 1.2. If we take o = 1,8 = 5,6 = 0,¢ = 1 and w(t) = ¢ in Theorems
1.3 and 1.4, then Theorem 1.3 and Theorem 1.4 coincide with [23, Theorem
1.2] and [5, Theorem 2], respectively.

Let 0 < s < oo and u € H(B), the integral mean of u is defined as

/|ur§|do ) 0<r<l.

The famous Hardy-Littlewood Theorem for integral means of analytic func-
tions asserts that:

Theorem A ([11,18]). Suppose that o € (1,00) and f is an analytic function
in the unit disk D. Then the following two statements are equivalent.

(1) My(r, f') = (1T)(,>asr—>1;
(2) My(r, f) =0 (W) asr — 1.

In our final result, we prove an analogue of Hardy-Littlewood Theorem for
integral means in the setting of p-harmonic functions.

Theorem 1.5. Let w be a given majorant, o € (0,00) and u € H(B).

(1) If for all p € (0,1), ¥(p) = (1= p)*(1 —=In(1 = p))”, a > B, s > 1 and
M;(p,Vu) < Clw((p)), then

M, (r,u) < |u(0)] + c/o ﬁdt

(IT) If for all p € (0,1), sa > 1, and M(p,u) < C/w((1—p)®), then for all
€ (0,00)
1

M,(r,Vu) = O<(1—T)—M> asr — 1.

The organization of this paper is as follows. In Section 2, some necessary
terminology and notation will be introduced. In Section 3, we shall prove
Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 and discuss boundedness of the symmetric lifting operator
by using Theorem 1.1. The proofs of Theorems 1.3 and 1.4 will be presented
in Section 4. The final Section 5 is devoted to the proof of Theorem 1.5.
Throughout this paper, constants are denoted by C, they are positive and may
differ from one occurrence to the other.

2. Preliminaries

In this section, we introduce notation and collect some preliminary results
that involve Mobius transformations and p-harmonic functions.
Let a € R™, we write a in polar coordinate by a = |a|a’. For a,b € R", let

[a,b] = ’|a|b—a’.
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The symmetric lemma shows
[a, 8] = [b, al.

For any a € B, denote by ¢, the Mobius transformation in B. It’s an involution
of B such that ¢,(0) = a and ¢,(a) = 0, which is of the form

B e U )

2
An elementary computation gives

|¢a ()] =

In terms of ¢, the pseudo-hyperbolic metric o and the hyperbolic metric p
in B can be given by

B.
[, ] e

|z —af

[z, a] -

o(a,b) = |¢a(b)], a,b € B

and ) (a.b)
+ol(a,
b)=In—-—=
pla;b) =In 1—-o(a,b)’

respectively.

For a € B and r € (0,1), the pseudo-hyperbolic ball with center a and radius

r is defined as
E(a,r)={zeB:o(a,z) <r}.
However, E(a,r) is also a Euclidean ball with center ¢, and radius r, given by
(1= (1~ Jaf?)
“ 1 —|al?r? 1—|a|?r2”’
respectively (cf. [1,23]).
Lemma 2.1 ([23]). Leta € B, r € (0,1) and x € E(a,r). Then
1—|a?>~1—-|z]*~[a,z] and|E(a,7)| = (1—|a|*)",

where |E(a,r)| denotes the Euclidean volume of E(a,r).

and r, =

The following standard estimate will be needed in the proofs of our main
results, see [22,23].

Lemma 2.2. Let a > —1 and € R. Then for any x € B,
(1_|m|2)_ﬂv 5>07
(1 Jy»)° 1
~ < log—— =0
[ eyt = { s, 5=
1, B <0.

We end this section with some useful inequalities concerning p-harmonic
functions (cf. [14]). For convenience, we denote

1
][B(mu(y)dv(y) = B Jon u(y)dv(y).
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Lemma 2.3. Assume that u € H(B). Then we have the following inequalities.
(1) For each § > 1, there is a positive constant C such that

[ wuraw S [ wla)
B(z,r) B(x,dr)

rp

whenever B(z, or) C B.
(2) For each § > 1 and 0 < s < q, there is a positive constant C' such that

(.. woraw) <c(f,  wwraw)’

whenever B(x, ér) C B.
(3) For each § > 1 and 0 < q < p, there is a positive constant C such that

(][IB(;E r)|VU(y)|pdv(y)); < C<]lIB(;1: . |Vu(y)|qdv(y)> ‘

whenever B(z, dr) C B.
(4) For each § > 1 and q > p, there is a positive constant C' such that

1

(][% T)IW(y)quv(y)f < C(][B(z 5T)|Vu(y)|1’dv(il/)> !

whenever B(z, or) C B.

3. Proofs of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2

In order to prove Theorem 1.1, we need a Hardy-Littlewood type integral
estimate for p-harmonic functions in B which was proved in [14].

Proposition 3.1. Let v > —1, 0 < k < oco. Then
[ @) o, (@) ~ @) + [ (1= [ol)Vuta) o, 0)
for all w € H(B).
Proof of Theorem 1.1. We first prove (b)=-(a). Assume that (b) holds. Then

for each fixed x and all y sufficiently close to x

u(z) — u(y) ‘ o(z,y)
< 9(@) +9()), v #y.
=R )
Since u is differentiable at x, and hence letting y approach x in the direction
of a real coordinate axis, we have
(1 —|z*)[Dyu(z)| < 2g(x), 1 < i <m,

so that (1—|z|)|Vu(z)| < 2v/ng(z) for all z € B. Tt follows from the assumption
g € L*(B, dv,) that

/IB(l = [a)*[Vu(z)|*dv, (z) < 0.

Thus we obtain that u € A’fy by Proposition 3.1.
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For the converse, we assume u € As. Fix r € (0, %) and consider any two
points z,y € B with o(x,y) < r. Since E(z,r) is a Euclidean ball, by Lemma
2.1, it is given that

) =) = | [ Gtow-+ (1= sy

< Vaile =gl [ [Vulsy+ (1 = )a)lds

S o(@,y)sup{(1 — |z])[Vu(&)| : § € E(z,7)}
S oz, y)h(z),
where
h(z) = C(r)sup{(1 — [£])|Vu(&)| : £ € E(z,7)}.
If o(z,y) > r, the triangle inequality implies

u(@) — u(y)| < u(@)] + |u(y)|
< ot (112, 1021
Now, letting g(z) = h(z) + Lf)l, then

[u(@) —u(y)| < o(z,y)(9(=) +9(y))
for all z,y € B. Note that g(z) = h(x) + [u®)] i the desired function provided

T

that h € Lk(B,dvv). From properties of a pseudo-hyperbolic ball in B, we

know that E(&,r) C B(z, 1_4|”“") for every € € E(x,r). It follows from [14] and
Lemma 2.3 that

1

o [Tul) < c(f I
s(a-whrf, | )’

SO (f, L )

Hence by Fubini’s theorem and Lemma 2.1

Inlly < [ - |x|>7][ml_;)|u<y>|’“dv<y>dv<x>

=

k —n
< [uwr [ o (1 D )

This proves (a)<(b).
(a)&(c). Since o < p, it follows a discussion similar to the above, the result
follows.
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(a)<(d). Assume that (d) holds. Then it can be deduced that
(1= [z))[Vu(z)] < 2(1 = |z[)7(2)
for all x € B. The assumption 7 € LF(B,dv,4) implies (1 — |z|)|Vu(z)| €
L*(B, dv,) and thus, according to Proposition 3.1, means that u € Aij.
Conversely, suppose that u € .A,’i. Then (b) implies that there exists a
positive continuous function g € L¥(B, dv,) such that

u(z) — u(y)| < o(z,y)(9(x) + 9(y))
for all x,y € B. Since for z,y € B,
[x,y] >1- |£U|, [x,y] >1- Iyl,

we see that

u(z) —uly)| < |aj—y‘( 9(x) | g(?;))

[,y [z,y]
Sle—yl(r(@) +7(y), 2,y €B
where ()
g\x
T(z) = T2l
Hence 7 € L*(B,dv,,x) from the assumption g € L*(B,dv,). The proof of
Theorem 1.1 is finished. (|

In the following we discuss some applications of Theorem 1.1.
Consider a symmetric lifting operator L which is defined by

Lu(z,y) = M» TFy

z—y
for u € H(B).

Theorem 3.1. Let v > —1,0< k <n+~. Then L : A’fy — L*(B x B, dv, x
dvy) NH(B x B) is bounded.

Proof. Let u € A’f/. Then there exists a positive continuous function g €
L*(B, dv,) such that

, T FY,

u(z) — u(y) "* < lg@)* +lg()*

Lu(x, k:’
|Lu(z,y)| pra—y Tl

by Theorem 1.1. It follows from Lemma 2.2 that

[ [ iate s, @it < [l [ T8 e @)
< / l9() [Fdu, ()

/ g(x)|*dv. (x) / [u(z)|*dv., ()

One can see that
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from the proof of Theorem 1.1. Consequently, L : A’f/ — LF(B x B, dv, x dv,)N
H(B x B) is bounded. O

For the case of n + v < k < 0o, we can also prove the following result by
using an argument similar to the one in the proof of Theorem 3.1.

Theorem 3.2. Let v > -1, n+v <k < oo andt = (k+~v—n)/2. Then
L:AY — L*(B x B, dv; x dvy) NH(B x B) is bounded.

Remark 3.1. For v > —1,k > n + v, L never maps .A,]j into L*(B x B, dv., x
dv,) NH(B x B), see Example 3.9 in [7].

Proof of Theorem 1.2. Assume that (1) holds. Fixing z € B, it follows from
the proof of Theorem 1.1 that

- laivu@ < of | o)
Replacing u by u — u(z) leads to
(=D Vu@F S f | futa) - ulw)doty)
Bz, ——)
(1 Ja])* ju(a) —u(w)l*
R e e Y

)|
k t—n |’LL y |
x dvg(y).
~ ) / = )
From the assumption k£ — t — n = s — «, we concludes that

[a-ta)vuitane < [ [0S0 0 @)

Hence u € A’,j by Proposition 3.1.
Conversely, suppose that u € .Alj. An elementary triangle inequality gives

that k
1<c//‘“ 2l *‘“ I g () ).

So the integral I will be finite if both of the following integrals are finite:

_ |u(z)|* _ Ju(y)[*
I 7/133 : - dvs(z)dv(y), Iz 7/% - dvs (z)dvg(y).

[l‘, y] B [l‘, y]
Since s — v =k —t — n, it follows from Fubini’s theorem and Lemma 2.2 that

h= [ @) /TM})
/\u _:zclzvss )
< [ lut@)a, @)




490 X. FU AND J. J. QIAO

A similar argument shows that I5 is also finite. This proves Theorem 1.2. [

4. Characterizations of Bloch space

Proof of Theorem 1.3. Assume that (2) holds. Fixing z € B, it follows from
the proof of Theorem 1.2 that

|Vu(z)| < 1—090|][B(m,14w)|u(x) — u(y)|do(y).
By Lemma 2.1,
w((1 = |z))*)[Vu(z)|
«a |U(;L') - u(y)|
: C][B(w,l‘mw((l D)) = W)

[2,y]
f...

w((1 = Ja)P(1 — gty LD el g
< Q0.

[z, y)%|z — y|—°
Hence f € BZ.
Conversely, we assume that v € BZ. For any z,y € B,

)

u(z) = u(y)| =

— (1 =tz + ty)dt‘

1
< Vatle =l [ Va1 =+ 1)

dt
< Cla -
2 y‘/ (=11 =tz +ty)?)

Since for z,y € B and ¢ € [0, 1],

(=] =tz +ty)* = (1= (1 = t)]| = tly)*
(=) = |z]) + (1 = |y[)*
o

A=y P =01~ Ja])”,

Y

we get

[u(z) — u(y)| ! dt
[yl =y SC/@ (1= 101 = + ty])°)
! dt
<C
/o w(t2=P (1 = y)=o (1= A1 - [2])?)
C /1 dt
w((1 = [2)P (1~ [yye=e) Jo TP =17

<
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1
w(( = 2o (1 = lyh?)
where the last integral converges since o < 1 + 3. Thus

o Cla,yl’lz — y|*~*
) =S e @ )

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.3. O

Proof of Theorem 1.4. We first assume that (3) holds. For x € B, by Lemma
2.3, we have

wu <C(f, | )’

A

which implies v € BS.
Conversely, we assume that v € BY. For « € B and y € B(z,r), it follows
from the proof of Theorem 1.1 that

ju() — u(y)] < valz - y| / Vu((1 - ) + sy)|ds

! ds
w(((1 = s)z +sy|)*)

<C|ﬂc—y|/ 1_|1—s) + sy[))
<Clz - y|/ |x‘,s|x—y|) )

lz—y| ds
SC/o (A Jal — )

Let © —y = ¢ € B. By a similar argument as in the proof of [5, Theorem 2],
we have

q |z—yl ds q
][B(IVT)M(:E) —u(y)|?dv(y) S][]B(ac,r)(/o NS 5)0‘)) dv(y)

éClw—yl
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1q B .
:][TE(/O w((1_|dx|_s)a)) dv(¢)
S |oeds
][TB(/O wq((lg_ |xd_ 5)%) )dU(C)
C [ n q—2 g ds
STTI 0 p+ (/0 wiI((l—‘x|_8)a))dp

g r r g2 ds
< ™ J, (/S p d,’J’)‘wq((T_s)a)

IN

as desired. The proof of Theorem 1.4 is finished. (I

5. Integral means of p-harmonic functions

In this section, we shall prove Theorem 1.5. Before the proof, we recall a
lemma which comes from [3].

Lemma 5.1. Suppose that « > 0, f < « and w is a majorant. Then, for
p € (0,1), ¥(p) and ¥(p)/w((p)) are decreasing in (0,1), where v is the same
as in Theorem 1.5.

Proof of Theorem 1.5. We first prove (I). Let = r§ € B, where r = |z|, £ € S.
Then

ju(@)| =

u(0) + /O Vi), x)dt’

<[u0) + [ |V upe)ldp.

By Minkowski’s inequality, we see that

Mt = ([t raote)”

<1+ ([ ([ 19utp8)idn) ao(9))°

<o+ [ ([ Ivutperaste) do
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= |u O)H—/ M (p, Vu)dp
0

Since M, (p, Vu) < C/w(¥(p)), it follows from Lemma 5.1 that

M) < fu(o)] + € [ ' (1))@

W
"o(p) 1
< 0 >‘+/ ww»ﬁd”
< Ju w(rt

0)\+C/0 Wdt

Now, we prove (II). For z € B, it follows from Lemma 2.3 and the proof of
Theorem 1.2 that
S S C
(1= eVl < s [
B(z
T
< lu(y)*v(y)
(1= fz)™ Jp(o,5521)
il 1/
S T p" | u(p€)|*da (€
(1= [z
142|x|
< =
T (=D Jo ws((1 - p)“)
142z
“ (== Jo (1 —p)os
C

(1= J2])" Jige 101
Lizle \
C e P
C el Pl

lu(y)|*dv(y)

Thus o
[Vu(z)| < T

(1 = fa)ort*73

Consequently, for all ¢ € (0, 00)

1
M, (r, Vu) /\vu (r€)|7do (€ ))q
C
< —.
T - T)a+1+%
This completes the proof of Theorem 1.5. O
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