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A Review on the Legal System for Natural Environment Conservation and Protected Areas

Status in DPRK1
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ABSTRACT

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea did not have direct legislation on natural environmental
conservation until the early 1970s when the regime was still in the early stage. The Law on Land was enacted
in 1977 to provide the legal basis for protecting the natural environment, including land protection, protection
zones, and forest formation and protection. The enactment of the Law on Environmental Protection in 1986
made progress on environmental conservation in the DPRK. The constitutional amendment in 1992 stipulated
"the preservation and creation of the natural environment as the responsibility of the state." Based on the
Framework Law on Environmental Protection, subordinate statutes in various fields were enacted after
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the1990s. While the committee designated and managed the protected zones in the early days, the Framework

Law on Environmental Protection established the ground for the designation of legally protected areas, and the

Law on Protection of Scenic Spots and Natural Monuments enacted in 1995, and the Law on Environmental

Protection enacted in 2009 provided the details. Furthermore, the types of nature reserves include biosphere

reserves, primeval forest reserves, animal reserves, plant reserves, and scenic reserves. The 2nd National

Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan established in 2007 based on the Convention on Biological
Diversity(CBD) stated 326 protected zones in the DPRK. However, the 2018 United Nations list of Protected
Areas shows only 31 registered zones, indicating the need to establish basic information on protected areas in

DPRK. This study can provide basic information for a better understanding of the nature conservation system

in the DPRK. Considering that environmental protection activities such as protection of endangered species and

recovery of environmental pollution are subject to exceptions under the current sanctions against North Korea

(UN Security Council, the United States), it will be possible to contribute to identifying possible inter-Korean

cooperation projects in the field of the natural environment.

KEY WORDS: LAW ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, LAW ON LAND, NATURE RESERVE, UNITED
NATIONS LIST OF PROTECTED AREAS
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Table 1. National laws related to the natural environment in DPRK (enacted year, recently revised year)

Related to Land

Related to Environment

Related to Protected Areas

Law on Land (1977, 1999)

Control Law on Environment
Protection (1998, 2005)

Law on Land Planning (2002,

Law on Environment Protection (1986, 2014)
Law on Forest (1992, 2015)
Law on Prevention of Marine Pollution
(1997, 2014)
Law on Liver (2002, 2013)
Law on Environmental Impact Assessment
(2005, 2007)
2004) Law on Prevention of Taedong River
Pollution (2008, 2014)

Law on Protection of Scenic Spots and
Natural Monuments (1995, 2011)

Law on Nature Reserve (2009, 2013)
Law on Garden Forest (2010, 2013)

Law on Fisheries (2015)
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Law on Land (1977)
Article 25 Protected Zone

1
i Law on Environment Protection (1986)
i
1

Nature Reserve, of ScenicSpotsand  Cultural Recreation Area, Garden  Protection of the Sea,

Article 27 Environmental

Rivers, Lake and Reserviors

Special Re Living M Forest, and Greenspace
A Ve e s
i ¥
1 Law on Protection of
i Scenic Spots and Living
L : Monuments (1995)
Constitutional !
Law inDPRK |
1
(Article 57. | l
Environmental Law on Nature
Right) | Reserve (2009) Law on Garden Forest
i (2010
Revised in 1982 |
1
J i Law on Fisheries (2015) PR
1

Law on Prevention of
Marine Pollution (1997)

Law on Forest (1992)

A 4

Law on Liver (2002)

Figure 1. Legal Framework for Nature Conservation in DPRK.

nhAsk=T| oFfAEhe JloR FE R & 47 372
= Aok ARl 7| Zste] dRARE 2t
3L Agof| ufel dY2de 2AYeHeS Slal QhAI8=, A9
Z). dHe BE sl OFE, AldeS Adske 39 @
e WY 82 BHY WAL 22 2 39, O
L AU E =AY G, SARE vhe 391, O88-54
== 7Y Aske A, @FAE X2 == @9, ©

dHBAE RO 2 = 9, Ot e 39
= O

o 5% §lo] FABHES staLl UTHA302).

olAJoll A Al Eue} o] B3RE 1970t 27k = A1
ST AE ARAR HAPE vREAEA] Eeklal, 19774
EAH APdS ol BAl B, oA, AR 3 RS 5
A Boof w3t MA LAE vlsigitt. 53 ™A
O ¥ oAl S 3RO AA(1986 W) 31 1L Kb
ZE5=qlom, 19904 ol Solxf & 714(1992)S 54l
“H7Fo] AR AARFO] HE AP S 115, 11 o]
T FAEDTH S T o g TR Hobo] SleHES A

S ot dfole 3, FUA, =20t e 54, EASAY, SHETH, e 24,

o
&3t

“gato] el s o < ek 53] HoA|Y A o
sto] “FHRTH S FIl ThARt WA HeAde A
ooz ffels] 2% Sor A on, “AHHI Al
g ol “AARSTH” 5 TRt wAHE0] AlEelE o
N BoAHE AL e AS & 4 AAtkFigure 1).

3. Sete| XiHetd ESX|Y XIE g

BEFIEHCBD)O| Azt 53to] “AlA; =7 PEETs
AdA1er 9 SJEAIS(NBSAP, 1998)28) "ol B3l 2320] 2}
HBA|9 0= 1954 42of]| A B AART(1954) 5 4
7PsIaL glom A HA|e] HAlo] 24,286k H3T HEHAC]
19.78%)0]3L 0] % AW 7} 6,969.2 Tk ZEHZIL] 5.68%)
off ol2= oz 7|Eshl Qlrk oe} tlEe] o] Hox|d
E5Z ARl gt ok & 107] 58P0 1277)oc) 55
off Al B A]%0] fd ALk HuEH BT
170, A5 21704, ARARS 874, e 5 2470,
ARERED 14718y FEHDT 147114, HIE RS 67k, A

FEA, S 22 Ao

rlo

27) A AU TR, A el 24, A3 Uwe] P, A4 AURE Ao oFt A=EA
28) BFHE 199413 1090 AAZriepddoke] 4 Alokto] Hlgom, AAEA7IHGER) Aelee 24
29) ZAYIFZORINITE MAB $19512005)014 W1Het “S-eluiete] Aelnselo] e B5to] BET A4eiis 19461 49

299 RRAP AR d2 “HE, 14,

W A ldEREYoR WEANRNST ARS 1 AR J1&dta 9.

30) AEdho, AT AARS, FEES, AEEST, FERST, HPES, BAGEA, HAR)EST, et ot



Al Y BHoA S ARy az 87

Table 2. Protected Areas in DPRK (DPR Korea, 2007)

Classification Name Number Area(ha)
) Mt. Oga & Kwanmo Peak Nature Reserves and others 431 63,912
I Strict nature reserve -
Core areas of Biosphere Reserves of Mts. Paektu and Kuwol 2 24,247
Mt. Kumgang Nature Park, Mt. Myohyang Nature Park, Mt.
I Nature park Chilbo Nature Park, etc. 21 167,900
1 Natural monuments area 127 191,157
Plant reserve 25 25,698.2
. . Animal reserve 25 58,973.4
IV | Habitat/species reserve - - -
Migratory bird(wetland/breeding area) reserve 24 26,917.5
Sea-bird reserve 7 214.5
A% Landscape reserve 60 223,667
Marine resources reserve 26 50,690
VI Resources reserve Plant resources reserve 4 6,659
Buffer zones of the Mt. Packtu Biosphere Reserve32) 36,000
Total 879,275.233)

DPR Korea 2007. National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan of DPR Korea. pp.31-32.

(FA) Bt 1270, AAEIAR]) HoA 1571, ARk S
T 127]40]H, o]2] & WAL 6,946.45kr HEdt AAHFT
HA fARBRE T 2t} Qe 12770 HEA|%s 7]l
AP AP 1S A E3to] Auriedetl 7Iigt ksl
0] 19954 7} Hke. 57AAE AABlglon 11 theo s 19764
29714305 ARt AoR UeRith

20070]] Al “ARA} w7 PEETIF IR 9 S sAE
A= AfEAl AgE Hex|eoz 387 xYe] HEa} gl A
H3A|%E IUCN HoR| 7he|are] EAl2glol 5 & 326
7N 8,792. 75k ZEHAL] 7.2%) otgslar ¢lom, 27 B4
o Sl E3E= 20107HK] =E=AE9] 8%71A] ek 71 A}
I Qe 53] e gl AIsAF 57 ALA(2016) 0k =
B3|} ysio] “ApAR SR APg20099)} QEAR| S0
0| 351(63ha) A1(20109)S Zxstal glom, 71E B
Ao thgh A, shEEtE, AP, 7] 5Hsle] whE ARYH
3} FHEO] At 2L HoA YEQA A15S 2Iet AJEE]
A2}(ecological gaps) HA15 =3fs}0] 237 A|9P5) Ho HE

YH(regional reserve networks)S AABIASS V&3l Itk
ERE AQkslRFAIS] 10% HER]|Y B3t RS S1ell Fal(123h
2] olf)oll 157 HARIPEHE TS 422 2,200kn0] A
S Hoh APge Alehl =2 S99 HelaL Slrk

53] Hoxo dgh AH & A, W4, fAA B
2] ©91e] ), ABAPI7F dEA Qe 22 AR =7 PR
teldxiel 9 SFsAR oA et 12771420 HoA|HolH, 3
A0 B A A & W @] P AlEAL QA
= Yk ot SAA e R QFE He Aol & & Sl=
2018 H 522 UN-listG174), SulAs A x|
SAA ST, HARE A SAIA 270420 9= FEE(R
1] 3P E)7F AlSEAL ltk(Table 3, Figure 2). H3H]
Ho A Yz Haua7iof we) 21 383 2% HEo] tha
Aol& Holm, Agtalolufn} GIS ${FgHE 2kl Q= HE
A2 387 Beke] HE x| DB 4|} AAkElof &
2]7] 913k ==o] Algsittal & 4= itk

31) AR SRR 9 BEAIY ERpIIAE 67 AR ageka gou, FolAk afaR sk 9

32) “ARAL S MR 2 FEAT O] B35 T} WA 2] AR AN EFE gt 9Lom, classification V2] FHAE
96,588.6ha2 7|&dlal QloLy, oA AR 174N 7&sial QLo FHAE 93,34%haz tha 2ol HY.

33) AU SolA] AARE 32674 BB WAL T 876,035 6krolut, A2 T PBHPYAE L BEASN ] B} 5] FANN

8,792,750 7Kt Sl ol ulel 7SS

34) 2ANFFRINIES MAB 91215](2005)0f4] W1t “eejuete] AR s x]o ol k= FReddd AlS55(19761d 104 29) &Js 4474
B3 A 208 7|kl QLo 1998l U7kt 7bEell= 2974 5ol Uk

35) Mt. Paektu BR Network, Songjinsan Reserve Network, Mt. Chilbo Reserve Network, Chail Peak Reserve Network, Mt. Oga
Reserve Network, Mt. Rangrim Network, Mt. Myohyang BR Network, Mt. Kuwol BR Network, Mt. Chuae Reserve Network,
Mt. Taegak Reserve Network, Mt. Kumgang Reserve Network &
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Table 3. International Protected Areas in DPRK including 2018 UN-list

Classification Name Number

Kuwol, Lake Jangjin, Lake Sohung, Monggum Port, Mount Chilbo, Mount

1 National Park Jangsu, Mount Kumgang, Mount Myohyang, Mount Myohyang, Pakyon

Kangryong Crane Habitat, Kungangguks (Pentactina rupicola), Monggumpho
Natural Sand Hill, Ongjin Crane Habitat, Outer Kumgang Geoclemys veevesii (Gray)
201,8 111 Habitat, Paechon Crane Habitat, Paektu-san Korean Tiger, Phanmun Crane 12
UN-list* monument . .. . .. .
Habitat, Ryongyon Crus vipio (Pallas) Habitat, Samjiyon Deer, Solbong-ri

Pine Tree Community, Unmu Island Sea-Bird Breeding Site

Habitat/Species | Mount Oga NR, Mount Paekdu NR, Chail Peak, Chongchon River (Sweet Fish),
v Management Jangsan Cape, Kosong Bay, Kumya Seaside (Botanic), Sonchon-rap Island 10
Area (Breeding Seabird), Tacgam Island (Breeding Seabird), Musudan

Mount Paekdu(1989), Mount Kuwol(2004), Mount Myohyang(2009), Mount

UNESCO Biosphere Reserve** . 5
p Chilbo(2014), Mount Kumgang(2018)
Ramsar Wetland*** Mundok Migratory Bird Reserve(2018) )
Rason Migratory Bird Reserve(2018)
* UN. 2018. UN List of Protected Areas of DPRK.
** - http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/%20%@20%20%20%20biosphere-reserves/asia-and-the-pacific/
** https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/2343, https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/2342
122°0° 124°0° 126°0° 128°0° 130°0° 132°0° 134°0°
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Figure 2. Location of Protected Areas in DPRK.
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et Ao} 9 7170l Zhalatel 5oL lov,
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Table 4. International Conventions and Organizations joined by DPRK

International Conventions / Organizations

Joined Year

United Nations Convention on Biodiversity

signed June 11, 1992; approved October 26,
1994

International Plant Protection Convention

adhered to text January 16, 1996; adhered to
revised text August 25, 2003

UNESCO World Heritage Convention

accepted July 21, 1998

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

acceded December 29, 2003

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of Intemational Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat

entry into force May 16, 2018

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 1974

UNESCAP (United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and

the Pacific)

1992

UNEP (United Nations Environment Program)

1994

IUCN (The International Union for Conservation of Nature)

1963(NCUK), 2017(MoLEP)

= 71918 & ¢ Sle AoE whE  AARKIEAAY
(IUCN)9] 7~ 1963d5E] HPF7Q] FIARAAY
(NCUK)o| A[&A 07 ghsa ety 20179 arEshg/do] 4
7107 7IRsto] 11 s Srfistar Qlom 2t &
A2 & 1704 YA 2 7191(418.5.16. F-A] Bha)sar 2
N FAE 54 A (Mundok Migratory Bird Reserve, Rason
Migratory Bird Reserve) 5 54| Tl =A@ S Zf6lal Q=
#& & 4 9k

& AA AR HRste] UN <bee] ZOIRKUN
Security Council Resolution)’©] 10¢] 2} el om
UN SCR 2270(20169) 55 7] d¥toz A7 /dZo] W3}

Pt WS AR se] % Al 7Bl sielies
A 2470 F oS 5 3w AR 298 AR FA
B3l 53| A RE-sAkE AR A7) 7w B R
A5eAet 2% 54 5 A7 Sk Sdek SRF Al 7S
152 2008 ©o|% Heke EF% PP 63 AN
o, ul= AYEE Ak} sLJAFEAIH(OFAC)©] 201819
= s g este] thEAEE 71 EE0sk]
o} 35 Ygo] B BRI pEUEAl, e AN
HEFA 4] 502 A7 s o] ARl Feeksol
- AgFA Y kol GRINE AR | (A oz E o]
e AT U s, AEFEEAEE T 7ol &
37, NGO &3 52 AuE B8t 9& Aotk

A dle] oz HolSle B 5 AL7hs 9, MR
e & SHIYEA A, BSIE Kook s e dIlE
T HSEE 52 A AFoA A Eol HERE AL

A TEe A Ad 7R okt 2 ¢ & Aotk

wate] sty B A AR 59 2710 19704
27 Asku piE A0l MAPE nlis] 251
3, 19774 B ARE F9) A BB, HE7e, Had
W N 5 A8 BEol PR WA 2AZ sk
S5k Sl WA B SR el 4519867
W 1 27he Zglon), 19904 ol Soix] gl A
(19922 Fa) “T7he] ATRA] 4L BE-2YS
TSI, 1 ol “BARENE O TiaRt Hop
of shepHe APgste] Huakat 21 o 4= glckFigure 1),

Asts wEAoln 17 peiE WHoR: HgnE
B, AR BTY, WA A BRI Sl glo
W, o2 2AR HEANET, “YAYREP, “FERE
P, CABHET, HEARET, “HAVER kot
F39) BEAAS AR pelsha i AR Uehdch Bt
of By HBAG AARET AL DANY] AU
Ao, @FAEEO] 1% HEEo] ol Ao, @EAES)]
S FARO| G Ao, @S5 Aague) o
2 o|B0 (oS YO R Shrl, SAl uet FATY, 9%
Tohg AR 4= ek AAMET PeIAL L 5109 57
2 AAste] “FUREIAR AT |Be] 51 Wolof 3
o, AR ETY AL R BARE 9715 A% HE
Aejet eBol ARREIIIA 2ARRES: Bk glom,

36) tl=r o5 YAEH13687F, 1372235, 13810%.2] o|g), 2016 &3t A<} A= 7IsP4’, ‘Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Z

Sanctions Act’ 2]
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Table 5. Comparison of Laws on Protected Areas(Law on Nature Reserve(DPRK), Law on Natural Park(ROK))

Law on Nature Reserve(DPRK)

Law on Natural Park(ROK)

Central Zone

Zoning System Buffer Zone

Natural Preservation Zone
Natural Environmental Zone
Cultural Heritage Zone
Village Zone

Management Plan

(Level of Plan, Cycle) (Site Level, 5~10 year)

Nature Reserve Management Plan

Park Master Plan (Natural Park Level, 10year)
Park Plan (Site Level, 10year)
Conservation & Management Plan
(Site Level, 10year/if necessary Syear)

Survey items

affect nature reserves

1. the state of natural geographic environments,
such as geology, topography, soil, and climate.

2. Types and structures of animals and plants,
distribution status, and migration pattern

3. Population and Distribution Status of Endemic
Species, Endangered Species, and Rare Species

4. Internal and external factors that can adversely

1. Ecosystem status of natural parks and
distribution and habitat status of wildlife

2. Status of soil, topography, and landscape
resources

3. Other matters recognized by the Park Service
that need to be investigated for the

conservation of natural parks

Survey Cycle -

5 year

Eco Corridor
among nature reserves

Ecological corridor shall be established so that
animals and plants can freely move or spread

Facilities or structures prescribed by Presidential
Decree shall not be allowed to pass through the
ecological axis and ecological corridor in the
natural park

APl Avefol] ZAkmRF ot e ol ZAleka
O UheiRA] 597 dapacle ZAShES Sh 9l
= Uehgel.

Hao| AR eI Selket AATUNRS] A
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P 13 Bt 2AF F70] oA Lol
£ 2220194) 109 77104 591 3712 wabelo] 245
718 WAt Glot Bke] A9 2ARIIE WASH) gk
oJtiTable 5).
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